Questions #5

1. Investigators at the Center for the Study of Reading at the University of Illinois wished to test whether instruction in comprehension techniques would improve the comprehension of students at grade seven and whether peer tutoring would transmit such techniques.  They also wanted to find out who would improve their reading comprehension from such interaction--the students selected and trained as tutors (TUTORS), the students they worked with (TUTEES), both groups, or neither group.

Who improved their reading comprehension from such interaction?

___ a.   Tutors

___ b.   Tutees

___ c.   Both groups

___ d.   Neither group--there wasn't really a teacher there, so they probably just 


       fooled around.


How sure are you of your answer?


___ a.
Very sure this time


___ b.
Not very sure


___ c.
I probably got it wrong

2. Keflyn X. Reed decided to see whether community college students' perception of their reading ability meshed with their reading test scores, grade point average (GPA), and retention rates.  As one part of this study, she asked entering students whether they felt they needed help in reading, and then she examined their GPA after three quarters (one academic year).

She coded their initial responses to whether they felt they needed help in reading this way:


"I need help in reading"


"Maybe I need help in reading"


"I don't need help in reading"

The grade point averages for the three groups of students came out this way after one academic year or instruction: 2.81; 2.61; 2.11.

Draw lines to match the students' GPA with their initial perception about their reading ability.



Initial Perception






GPA
"I need help in reading"






2.11

"Maybe I need help in reading"





2.61

"I don't need help in reading"






2.81

Okay, how'dja do on this one?

___     "I need hellp in reading"; I probably got it wrong.

___     "Maybe I need help in reading"; I'm not sure whether I got it wrong or not.

___     "I don't need help in reading"; I'm sure I got it right.

3. (For discussion only).  Illiterate adults cannot pass functional literacy tests; that's how we go about estimating functional illiteracy.  But our estimates are confounded by a crucial fact:  fully literate adults, if they want, can fail literacy tests--that is, they know how to appear to be illiterate, even though they are not.  If this were to happen to any significant extent, our test results, and the estimates we draw from them, would be invalid.

Now think of from one to four good reason why a fully literate adult might wish to fail a test of functional literacy.  You don't need to write them out fully; we'll compare our responses in small groups.

