Questions #3

1. One of the strongest findings about early reading instruction is that students in grade one who know the names of the letters learn how to read successfully.  A study isolated those first graders who didn't know the names of the letters and taught them to them.  Did this improve their performance?

  ___ a.  Obviously it did

  ___ b.  Maybe not

  Monitoring quiz.  How sure are you of your answer?

     ___ pretty sure

     ___
not very sure

     ___ I'm totally confused; why are we doing these silly problems day after day?  I'll see the instructor to talk about this.

     ___ I'm totally confused, but seeing the instructor would only make it worse. 

2. CREATE THAT SUBTITLE!  Anne Haas Dyson of the University of California-Berkeley has explored the development of children's literacy in a number of articles.  A 1991 article has the title, "The Roots of Literacy Development," followed by a colon and a subtitle to explain what she finds to be "the roots of literacy development" in the kindergarten and first- and second-grade children, aged 5 to 8, that she observed for a school year.  Your task is . . . (drum roll) . . . CREATE THAT SUBTITLE!

  ​​​___ a.  Phonics, teachers, and school.

  ​​​___ b.  Memorization, work, and staying within the lines.

  ​​​___ c.  Play, pictures, and peers.

  ___ d.  Doing everything the teacher says to do, even if it doesn't make any sense at all.

     How sure are you of your answer?

  /_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/_____/

absolutely                                                                                        totally 

positive                                                                                           unsure

3. Supplemental problem, for discussion only.  Lysias agreed to pay the Sophist Corax for lessons on rhetoric.  After he completed the lessons, Lysias refused to pay.  Corax took him to court.  Before the judge, Lysias argued that he was not obligated to pay, because the lessons were worthless.

What did Corax argue?  (For extra credit:  what did the judge decide?)

