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How do writers go about writing?

Answer each question below.

1. Janet Emig was able to question sixteen professional writers about their writing processes. How many of the sixteen did not begin to write until they had completed an outline?

___ a.  all sixteen

___ b.  twelve

___ c.  four

___d.  none

2. Nancy Sommers was able to observe two writers as they completed the same writing assignment. One writer was a second semester college freshman, slightly above average in ability; the other writer was a professional writer, who regularly published books and articles. One of these writers formulated a thesis before beginning to write, and she wrote six drafts of her first paragraph before proceeding to the second paragraph. The other writer discovered her main idea only in the middle of her first draft, and she completed that draft before beginning to rewrite.

Which writer was the professional writer?

___ a.  The one who formulated a thesis before beginning to write, and who wrote six drafts of her first paragraph before continuing to the second.

___ b.  The one who discovered her main idea only in the middle of her first draft, and who completed that draft before beginning to revise.

3. Alice Trillin was able to talk with a writer about how he went about writing. He said:

I do a kind of pre-draft--what I call a "vomit-out." . . . The story degenerates fairly quickly, and by page four or five sometimes the sentences aren't complete. I write almost the length of the story in this way. The whole thing takes no more than an hour . . ., but sometimes it takes me all day to do it because I'm tired and I've put it off a bit. Sometimes I don't even look at the vomit-out for the rest of the week and I have an absolute terror of anybody seeing it. It's a very embarrassing document. I tear it up at the end of the week.

Who is the writer speaking?

___ a.  One of the best-known writers in the United States, a regular author of books, columns, and articles.

___ b.  A student writer who has consulted the campus Writing Center for some help.

4. Richard Braddock was interested in the notion, "topic sentence." So he took a standard definition of ”topic sentence" and went to informative articles in sophisticated magazines like Atlantic, Harpers, and New Yorker. What percentage of the paragraphs in the articles in those magazines had topic sentences at the beginning?

___ a.  94%

___ b.  65%

___ c.  37%

___ d.  13%

5. Imagine you're going to read a textbook chapter on the writing process. What good advice will the chapter offer you.

___ a.  "Correct spelling and grammar are the most important elements of writing."

___ b.  "A safe writing journey needs a careful map."

___ c.  "Just start writing; maybe you'll find out what you want to say."

___ d.  "Worry about everything at once."

6. Examine the following comparisons. Which is the most useful guide for a developing writer?

___ a.  "Improving one's writing is like memorizing the table of chemical elements."

___ b.  "Improving one's writing is like improving one's ability to play basketball."

___ c.  "Improving one's writing is like learning to march in the Army."

___ d.  "Improving one's writing is like learning to type."

