Answers #5

1. The answer to the problem about peer tutoring at grade seven is that both groups benefited, so the correct answer is c. (Oh, oh, I can't find my reference to this--although I could hunt it down if I had to--it's in ERIC, from about 1987.)

2. The answer to this problem is that the lines cross (Reed, 1989):

"I need help in reading"







2.11

"Maybe I need help in reading"






2.61

"I don't need help in reading"






2.81

You can count yourself correct, however, as long as your lines somehow crossed, for you have realized that things are not as they seem.  If your lines go straight across, you are incorrect.  The GPA figures, by the way, are only approximations; I didn't have the article at hand.

I've included ERIC abstracts for Reed (1989) and (1988, apparently a preliminary report).  (Note again that the abstracts are downloaded; I didn't have to type them.)

Reed, Keflyn Xavier. (1988).  Expectation vs. ability: Junior college reading skills.

     Mobile, AL: Bishop State Junior College.  (ERIC Document Reproduction Servic

     No. ED 295 706)


A study was conducted at a public, open-door junior college to determine whether students' perceptions of their reading abilities could be used to predict their actual reading skills. The American College Testing Program ASSET test and the Nelson-Denny Reading Test (NDRT) were administered to 443 first-time freshmen. The students were also asked to indicate on the ASSET Educational Planning Form if they did, did not, or might need help with their reading skills. Study findings included the following: (1) of the 443 students, 30% were placed in a course designed for students reading below the 9th grade level, 19.6% were placed in a course for students reading at or above college level; (2) of the students with college-level reading scores on the NDRt, 6 indicated that they needed help with their reading skills, 8 said they might need help, and 32 said they did not need help; (3) of the students with reading scores between the 9th and 13th grade levels, 31 felt they needed help, 38 said they might need help, and 107 said they did not need help; (4) of the students with reading scores between the 3rd and 9th grade levels, 43 said they needed help, 41 said they might need help, and 137 said they did not need help; and (5) students' perceptions of their skill levels were found to be statistically independent of their actual skill levels. (EJV)

DE: Community Colleges; Comparative Analysis; Reading Tests; Student Placement; Two-Year Colleges

DE: *Correlation; *Reading Skills; *Self-Evaluation Individuals; *Two-Year College Students

IS: RIENOV88

Reed, Keflyn X. (1989).  Expectation vs. ability: Junior college reading skills.  Journal of Reading, 32, 537-541.

Compares freshmen students' perceptions of their reading abilities with their actual abilities and their cumulative grade point averages. Concludes that students' perceptions of their abilities were independent of their actual reading abilities and students with the least accurate perceptions had the lowest cumulative grade point average after one year.  (RS)
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3. Some good reasons for a literate adult to pretend to be illiterate:

· as a protest against the stupidity of the test;

· there's money to be made by being illiterate (José Morais);

· as a demonstration of solidarity with one's oppressed brothers and sisters;

· there's no real reward for doing well on the test;

· I have to hurry to pick up my kids from the babysitter;

· there are benefits to be gained from appearing to be illiterate (for example, in a quasi-military situation, like prison or on an athletic scholarship, you'd get a good outside job instead of a boring desk job);

· as a protest against the constraints of the testing situation;

· as a protest against the bureaucracy that put you here, taking a test;

· you've been accused of forgery (Blind Lemon Jefferson, 1931--"they got me 'cused of forgery, and I can't even write my name").

