Writing Center Conference Guidelines

Students:  Show these guidelines to the consultant who will be talking to you about your essay.

Consultants:  For English 1113 students in international sections, please do not focus on grammar and mechanics in your conferences.  We study student errors during the semester, so it is important that students do their own proofreading for their English 1113 assignments. Below are the goals of the assignment and possible discussion topics.

Investigating Stereotypes Essay

The assignment is to write a 3-5-page essay about a cultural stereotype the author has discovered.  The author should describe the stereotype and then explain why it is or is not accurate.  Authors should use a minimum of 3 sources to support their generalizations and document them in an MLA Works Cited page at the end of the essay.  The audience for this essay is American college students.

Possible discussion topics:

Is there a clearly identifiable thesis statement that reflects the goals of the assignment?

What information is confusing or incomplete?

Do all of the paragraphs have topic sentences?

Is the plan of the essay obvious and logical?

Are there any problems with the citations in the essay?

How could the introduction and conclusion be improved?

How could the author address American students more effectively?

Has the author avoided plagiarism?

