Secrets to Successful Essay Writing—Section 4

Getting Started

Make a plan—introduction, body, conclusion; write an outline or skeleton of the essay

Read the assignment so you know its purpose

Choose a familiar topic

Start writing NOW

Work in the right place—inspire yourself, set the stage for inspiration

Get food, drink, music, people, whatever makes the best place for you to write

Get the right tools together—computer, pencil, pen, paper, dictionary--whatever you    require

Brainstorm for ideas

Do research

Make style choices—formal, informal, think about who your readers will be

Eat (with caution)

Type

In the Middle

Check your email if you get stuck

Write the introduction first

Write the body first

Select your main ideas

Read what you have written

Proofread as you go (be careful about this method—it doesn’t work for everyone!)

Keep rereading your work to help you revise

REVISE—add parts, omit parts, rearrange parts of your draft

Start writing

Take a break

Talk to friends, yourself, a writing center consultant, classmates, instructors, or family

Listen to music

Write your works cited page

Type

The essay is due

Proofread—look for mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctuation

Print it

 Don’t type at the last minute!

Use computer tools—spellcheck and grammarcheck

