Secrets for Successful Essay Writing—Section 3

Read a lot

Getting Started

Type

Find a good place—food, drink, quiet music

Wear comfortable clothes

Work at the right time of day for you

Start the assignment early

Turn off your cell phone 

Collect information

Use your favorite tools—paper, pencil, computer, clock

Like your topic

Think of everything related to your topic—write it down

Keep your purposes in mind

Outline your ideas—structure your essay

Brainstorm—just write

Think about your readers, how will you hook them?

Talk to people

In the middle

Reread what you have already written

Think about the logical continuity of your ideas

Write a draft

Read your draft

Revise your draft—add parts, omit parts, rearrange parts

Eat sweets

Leave your draft for a few hours or a day

Write another draft

Socialize, listen to music, watch TV, cook, take a nap, dream

Share you draft with someone else

Share your problems with the draft with someone else

Push yourself—stay focused

If you are stuck, change your environment

Type your essay

Outline your essay

The essay is due

Proofread for mistakes

Type 

Don’t read it again—it’s good enough

Don’t let anyone else ready it

Reread your essay—does it make sense?

Use spellcheck and grammarcheck on the computer

Be sure to put your finished essay in your backpack—don’t leave it at home

