Relative Clauses

If you had any errors using relative clauses, copy the problem sentences, correct them, and then consult the list of steps below to explain what your errors were.  If you had no relative clause errors, then combine the sentences you and Judy selected using relative clauses.  Good luck.

Relative clauses are another method for combining ideas into good sentences.

The steps:
1. First, write the two base sentences that you want to combine using a relative clause.

Example:  I lost the necklace.    John gave me the necklace.
2. Underline the nouns or pronouns in both sentences that are identical, or that refer to exactly the same thing.

Example:  I lost the  necklace.    John gave me the necklace.

3.  Decide which sentence will become the relative clause and which will be your main sentence.

Example:  I lost the  necklace main    John gave me the necklace .clause

4. Replace the underlined noun or pronoun in the sentence that will become a clause with a relative pronoun: who, whom, which, that, whose, where, or when.  See Keys for Writers p. 354-360 for help with this decision.

Example:  I lost the  necklace main    John gave me that or which .clause

5. If the relative pronoun is not already at the front of the clause, then move the relative pronoun to the front of the clause.

Example:  I lost the  necklace  main     that or which John gave me. clause

6. Now, place the relative clause in the main sentence immediately after the underlined noun or pronoun in the main sentence.

Example:  I lost the  necklace that or which John gave me. 

7.  Decide whether you need commas around this relative clause and whether you should use that or which if those are your choices.

Example:  I lost the  necklace that John gave me. 

I do not need commas around this relative clause, and I should not use which because this clause is a restrictive clause that helps identify the lost necklace.    See Keys for Writers p. 357-358 for help with this decision.

