Paraphrasing Sources

After studying sections 9d and 10f in Keys for Writers (p. 107-110 and 119-120), complete the exercise below based on the following excerpt from page 9 of the book, American Ways, by Gary Althen.  The book was published in 2003 by Intercultural Press, Inc. in Yarmouth, Maine.


It is this concept of themselves as individual decision makers that blinds at least some Americans to the fact that they share a culture with each other.  They often have the idea, as mentioned above, that they have independently made up their own minds about the values and assumptions they hold.  The notion that social factors outside themselves have made them “just like everyone else” in important ways offends their sense of dignity.


Americans, then, consider the ideal person to be an individualistic, self-reliant, independent person.  They assume, incorrectly, that people from elsewhere share this value and this self-concept.  In the degree to which they glorify “the individual” who stands alone and makes his or her own decisions, Americans are quite distinctive.  


The individual that Americans idealize prefers an atmosphere of freedom, where neither the government nor any other external force or agency dictates what the individual does.  For Americans, the idea of individual freedom has strong, positive connotations.

Imagine you are writing an essay about Americans and you want to use Althen’s ideas.  Be sure to mark the boundaries of your paraphrase so that readers clearly understand which ideas are borrowed from Althen. 

1. Write a paraphrase or the first paragraph of this passage.  Cite it properly to avoid plagiarism.

2. Paraphrase the last paragraph and include a distinctive phrase from the original.  Cite the source to avoid plagiarism.

