Classical Argument Sample Essay Review

Good Points

The author made an attempt to add a personal story to interest readers and relate to them.

The author’s attitude about the topic was clear.

Enough good reasons were included in the essay.

The conclusion was good; it added closure and  was enthusiastic.

The author knew what she was talking about.

Lots of opposing views were included. 

The reasons were clearly defined

The reasons were laid out well –maybe the strongest point was first.

The author included  ideas readers might not have thought of.

The author's personal story added credibility.

Problems

The claim did not seem arguable because it was not controversial enough.

Some parts were not clear; more information was needed.

Word choices were not varied enough.

The essay seemed repetitive because the reasons were not clearly different.

The claim was vague.

The many grammar mistakes were distracting.

The essay didn’t flow; it seemed choppy.

The author used some odd word choices.

The responses to conditions of  rebuttal  were unclear and weak .

The author could have included more info about how to get an internship.

The author could have used statistics to support the reasons instead of only using personal experience.

More support for her reasons was needed.

The author seemed to assume the issue spoke for itself.

The essay needed to be proofread more carefully.

The author included too much unneeded information; the essay seemed fluffy.

The author overused the pronoun, “you.”  

