Revision Guide for Sample Evaluation Essays

1. Comment on the claim.  Is it in the X is/is not a [ ] Y format?

What is the Y term in the claim? (Y is the class that X belongs to)

2. What other criteria (warrants) would help you understand exactly what the author's ideas about the Y term are?

3. Which of these criteria (or warrants) need backing or need more backing?

4. What other evidence would help persuade you that X meets the author's criteria?

5. Suggest other conditions of rebuttal.

6. How could the author respond more persuasively to conditions of rebuttal? (see p. 161-165)

7. Comment on the organization.  Consider the flow, logical order, introduction, conclusion, and topic sentences.  

8. Which paragraphs do not seem to promote the author's claim?

9. How could this essay be improved?  Consider ethos, pathos, use of sources, and accommodating the audience.

10. What is the greatest strength of the essay?

