English 1013, English for Exchange Students section 2

 Spring 2004

Judy Reynolds, instructor

Office:  314 Gittinger Hall

Email:  reynoldsj@ou.edu
OU phone: 325‑4661 (you will have to leave a message)

Website: http://www.ou.edu/faculty/R/Judith.R.Reynolds‑2
Time and Place: 9:00-10:15 TuTh 332 Gittinger Hall

Hello! Welcome to English 1013, English for Exchange Students.  

Course Description: This class is for international students who will be at OU for only a short time, maybe a semester or a year.  If you have been at OU for more than one semester, this class is not for you. The class will work on all aspects of English--grammar, speaking, listening, vocabulary, writing, and reading.  Information about American life will be woven into all class activities, and you will learn about the different cultures of your classmates as well.  This is not a lecture class; you can expect to participate actively every day. PLEASE ASK QUESTIONS OFTEN AND AT ANYTIME DURING CLASS. You will make presentations to the class frequently, and many of your assignments will require you to interact with native English speakers outside of class.  You will have three writing assignments, keep a journal, make several oral presentations to the class, make contributions to the online class discussion board, interview an American, conduct a survey and report on it with a group, and write a 5-7 page reflections essay about your semester at OU.  

 (If you plan to complete a degree at an American university and your English skills are strong, you might prefer taking English 1113, which focuses on English academic writing. You can compare these two different courses on the attached chart.)

Course Goals: The goals of this course are to facilitate the improvement of all of your English language skills and to help you become familiar with aspects of the cultures of the U.S., the American university, and of your classmates.

Your Instructor: My name is Judy Reynolds.  Please call me Judy or Ms. Reynolds, whichever you are most comfortable with.  I like both names.  My training is in teaching English as a second language.  I earned a master's degree in this field in 1981, and I have taught ESL part‑time since then.  Previously, I taught at the San Leandro Adult School in San Leandro, California and at the Center for English as a Second Language (CESL) at OU.  This semester, I am also teaching English composition, English 1113, for international students at OU, a course I have been teaching since 1993.


 My office is in Gittinger Hall room 314. The most efficient way to get a message to me is by e‑mail since I don't have a phone in my office.
Required textbooks: You will need to buy two books that you will use at OU and beyond.  Buy The Chartbook 3rd ed. by Betty Azar and American Ways 2nd edition (this is the newest edition; don't buy the old one) by Gary Althen.  If you would like to buy an English/English dictionary, I recommend Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary 4th ed. published by Oxford University Press, 1989; the Longman Dictionary of American English published by Longman, 1983; or The American Heritage English as a Second Language Dictionary published by Houghton Mifflin, 1998.  All of these books and other reference books are available at the OU bookstore. 


You will also need to buy the course packet.  Buy the packet of course materials that has been copied for this class at the Crimson and Cream Copy Shop next to the post office downstairs in the union.  Ask for the materials prepared for English 1013‑‑instructor, Judy Reynolds.  These pages have been punched so that you can keep them in a 3‑ring notebook.  The packet materials are essential to the course.   The packet will not be available until after Jan. 20.

Other required materials: You will need: 1. a high-density 3.5" computer disk for saving your English assignments.  Carry your disk in some kind of box or envelope to avoid damaging your disk.  Be sure to label your disk and your box or envelop so that you won't lose all your hard work.  And 2. a 3-ring notebook for keeping class handouts and your assignments.  Always bring your packet, paper, and a pen or pencil to class. 

A FINAL WORD ABOUT COMMUNICATION! 
Trying to communicate effectively is one of the most important efforts that people can make.  If you ever feel that I have said or written something that seems odd, confusing, or even rude, please ask me about it.  Help me clarify all possible misunderstandings.  Thanks. 
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