Cultural Discovery: Some Places to Start Looking for a Topic

1. How is your language different from English?  How did you discover these differences?

2. Describe a time when others did not understand what you were saying.

3. Describe a time when you learned something important about your own language.

4.  Describe a time when you learned something important about using English.

5 Describe a confusing situation when you were talking with a person from another culture.

6. Describe situations in America or another country that have been very uncomfortable for you.

7. Describe a situation where someone from another culture misunderstood something in your country.

8. What American behavior do you find really strange?

9. What expectations would Americans find very difficult to adapt to in your country?

10. Describe a situation when your misunderstanding of English or American behavior was humorous.

11. What stereotypes do people have about your culture?

12. What stereotypes do people in your culture have about Americans or any other cultural group?

13. What surprises you about the way old people, children, women, or teachers are treated in America or in any other culture you are familiar with?

14. How are American classrooms different from other classrooms you have been in?

15. What American behavior do you admire?

16. What aspect of your culture do you think Americans could benefit from adopting?

17. What do you miss most from your home country?

18. What do you really like about American life?

19. What values do Americans have that are not familiar or not acceptable to you?

20. What important values do you have that do not seem important to Americans?

