Audience Analysis—Imagining the Ghosts

1. Who do I envision as my readers? ( Be as specific as possible—age, gender, education, ethnicity, socio-economic level, religion, political affiliation, values, etc.)

2. What do my readers have in common with me? How can I use our common interests to promote agreement with my claim?

3. How are my readers different than I? How will those differences affect my ability to persuade my audience to accept my claim?  How can I overcome any problems these differences may cause me in promoting my claim?

4. What are my readers likely to already know about my subject?  Will I be introducing the subject to them?  How expert are they?

5. What information do they need about my subject in order to accept my claim?

6. How much do my readers care about my subject? Will I need to get them excited about my subject? How can I get them to care about my subject if they are indifferent to it?

7. What attitudes do they have about my subject? How might they disagree with me? What parts of my argument do they or might they agree with?

8. How strongly do my readers hold their beliefs about my subject? Are they resistant to my argument? Are they convincible? Are they neutral on the subject?

