ARGUING A POSITION
Present an oral argument to the class for a position you feel strongly about.   Your purpose in presenting this argument is not only to state your position, but also to try to persuade an audience that your position is worthy of their consideration.  Your presentation should include visual aids like overhead transparencies or handouts for the class.  You can use Powerpoint to create and display your visual aids. 

The most effective presentations will:

1.  have a clearly stated claim

2.  have a variety of reasons to support the claim

3.  use a variety of evidence (grounds) to support the claim

4.  include conditions of rebuttal (counterarguments or opposing views) and respond to them effectively

5.  have a reasonable tone

6. be well organized

7. not exceed the time limit set in class

Interview Questions

Write your classmate's answers to these questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. What is your claim?

2. Where will you put your claim in your argument? Why?

3. What reasons can you give to support your claim? 

4. In what order will you present your reasons? Why?

5.  How will you begin the presentation?

6.  What information will you include in the introduction?

7.  Can you tell a story that illustrates your position? 

8. What conditions of rebuttal, or counterarguments or do you anticipate?

9. How will you respond to each of these opposing views?

10. Where will you put these opposing views in your presentation?  Why?

11.  How will you conclude the argument?

Revision Guide

Write your answers to each question on a separate sheet of paper for each outline that you read.  Please put the author's name and your name on each sheet.  Bring 1 copy of each page that you write to class.

1. Has the author changed your opinion on this topic?  Why or why not?

2. Write the author's claim.  Is it clear, qualified, and arguable?

3. Number the reasons the author gives to support this claim.  Explain which of these is the strongest reason.  Explain which of these reasons seems weak.  Make suggestions to strengthen these reasons.

4. List other ways to support the author's claim.

5. What kinds of evidence, or grounds, has the author used? ( story, personal experience, authority, statistics, etc.) What other grounds can you suggest?

6. What did you learn from this essay that you had not considered before?

7. Put [ ] around any statements that might offend the audience and explain why you think these statements are offensive.

8. Underline parts of the essay that seem too emotional.  Suggest how these parts could be rewritten.

9. Put a * by each condition of rebuttal.  What other conditions of rebuttal could be included?  How could the author's responses to these conditions of rebuttal be strengthened?

10. What changes would you make in the order in which the reasons and conditions of rebuttal are presented?

11. What is the strongest aspect of this argument?  What needs more work?

12. Would you recommend presenting this argument to the person in charge who could solve this problem?  Why or why not?

Audience Analysis—Imagining the Ghosts

1. Who do I envision as my audience? ( Be as specific as possible--gender, age, experience, educational background, culture, political party, religion, socio-economic status, etc.)

2. What do my readers have in common with me? How can I use our common interests to promote agreement with my claim?

3. What are my readers likely to already know about my subject?  Will I be introducing the subject to them?  How expert are they?

4. What information do they need about my subject in order to accept my claim?

5. How much do my readers care about my subject? Will I need to get them excited about my subject? How can I get them to care about my subject if they are indifferent to it?

6. What attitudes do they have about my subject? How might they disagree with me? Do they already agree with my argument? (If yes, then why am I making this argument?) What parts of my argument do they agree with?

7. How strongly do my readers hold their beliefs about my subject? Are they resistant to my argument? Are they convincible?

