Course: 1213 section .012 Freshman Composition

Time: 12:00-1:15

Place: 232 Gittinger Hall

Instructor: Judy Reynolds Office: 314 Gittinger Hall OU phone: 325-4661

e-mail address: reynoldsj@ou.edu

website:http://www.ou.edu/faculty/R/Judith.R.Reynolds-2

Hello and welcome to English 1213. 

COURSE GOALS In this course, you will continue to practice the critical thinking and effective writing skills you already have and those that were emphasized in English 1113. This course is designed solely to strengthen your skills as an argumentative writer. We will concentrate on arguing logically, clearly, and effectively in a variety of settings. This kind of writing will most likely be what is required of you in your college and professional careers. By the end of this course, with patience, perseverance, determination, and practice, you will have enhanced your overall writing style and become a more credible, ethical, and logical writer. In addition, you will be able to apply the logical analyses we use in class to your reading and other non-writing situations.

You should see improvement in your writing over the semester. This is the goal of the course--not perfection. All of us can improve our writing.

COURSE DESCRIPTION In class, I try to do as little lecturing as possible! We will do some writing in class. We will also meet in small groups frequently during class to discuss your papers, homework, and assigned readings. Both your classmates and I will read and comment on your papers. PLEASE ASK QUESTIONS OFTEN AND AT ANYTIME.

You will write 4 essays that will be 3-7 typewritten pages long and several shorter written assignments.  I will distribute a syllabus for each essay as we begin work on it.

We will be using Microsoft Word for our work in class on PC machines. This will enable you to become really comfortable using Word to prepare assignments, and it will make it possible for us to use less paper in this class!

TYPING SKILLS Though it is natural for everyone to have varying computer skills, you should at the very least be able to type 15 words per minute to keep up with the class (this is a very slow typing speed--professional secretaries can type over 100 words per minute). If you cannot keep up with this pace, you might consider moving to a different class. If you choose not to drop, you will probably need to invest extra time learning the skills to keep up with the rest of the class. 

YOUR INSTRUCTOR My name is Judy Reynolds. Please call me Judy or Ms. Reynolds, whichever you are most comfortable with. My training is in psychology, education, and English. My most recent teaching experience has been in the college composition classroom. This is the eighth year I have taught English composition at OU. I am learning more about using my computer everyday! My office is in Gittinger Hall room 314. I am not on campus after 3:30 p.m. Office hours for this course will be announced the second week of class.

TEXTBOOK You will need to buy the textbook Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings 5th ed. by John D. Ramage, John C. Bean, and June Johnson eds.  Bring your textbook to every class.

OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS 1. Please use a 3-ring notebook for your course materials, journal, and homework. A notebook that has pockets might be especially useful for keeping all of your materials together. 2. Always be prepared to write in class. Bring paper to every class. 3. Be sure you have an English 

handbook that you can refer to as you work on your writing at home. If you don't already have one, you can look at several that I have. I recommend Keys for Writers 2nd. ed. by Ann Raimes. 4. Bring 2 high density 3.5" floppy disks formatted for IBM to every class.  Be sure that you carry your disks in a case and that the disks and the case are labeled.

