
THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS 
Session CX 

General Body Meeting 
7:00 pm, Tuesday, November 7, 2023  

Dale 103 

 

Call to Order  

Opening Roll Call  

Mission Statement: The mission of the University of Oklahoma Student Government 

Association Undergraduate Student Congress is to represent the interests of undergraduate 

students in their pursuit of academic and individual achievement. The Undergraduate Student 

Congress is committed to building a strong campus community, promoting civic engagement, 

and enhancing the quality of the undergraduate experience at the University of Oklahoma. 

Moment of Silence: 20 Second Moment of Silence to allow an opportunity for reflection. 

Approval of Minutes | October 31, 2023 

On a motion to approve the minutes Aslam seconded by Duncan  

Officer Reports -  

o Chair’s Report: We have our Superior Court Appointment Act. The interviews went 

very well. Election results have not been validated. We cannot do this until we have 

enough Superior Court Validation. You must have four attendances in a committee 

before you can switch.  

o Vice Chair’s Report: Please fill out the Native American Heritage Month form if you 

would like to be featured. Please fill out the October CSP. Congratulations to the 

Congress Member of the Month, Cody Walker! 

o Secretary’s Report: We were supposed to see two expulsion bills tonight, but both 

people have resigned. We will need a motion to table them indefinitely.  

Committee Reports- 

o Campus Outreach, Safety, and Concerns: Cosco met. Our outreach day will be the 14th 

from 10:30-12:30. You have options to sign up. There will be more information sent out. 

We will have a light walk at some point this month. Ben Keupen is now our Vice-Chair 

and our new secretary is Christine Jean-Baptiste.  

o Congressional Administration: We met and saw the new Superior Court Appointment 

Act. They were great.  

o External Affairs: We met and saw two bills and gave them a rec of due pass.  

o Human Diversity: HD met this Wednesday with Abby. Our new meeting time is Sunday 

at 5pm. We are working on the potluck.  



o Sustainability: Susty met this weekend. We met with the Chair of Sustainability for the 

GSS. We will send out a survey about sustainability. We also talked about speakers. Our 

trash walk will be on November 19th.  

o University Policy: Upol met. We discussed projects. Our meal swipe project is dead due 

to financing and staffing.  

o Ways and Means: WAM met and saw Aux 9. If you want to be considered for Fall Aux, 

apply before November 15th at 12pm.  

Liaison Reports    

Special Orders 

Student Concern Link  

Items to Be Considered 

On a motion to see CB-110-20 Gilson-Bond seconded by Harris  

• CB-110-20 “October 2023 Superior Court Appointments Act” (ConAd, Do Pass) (Firch, 

Birch, Halsey-Kraus, Taylor) 

Authors Explanation:  

Hello, my name is Chris Firch, SGA President. We had interviews last week with Chair AHK, 

General Counsel, and myself. Chief Justice Walls agreed with the nominees. They had good 

interviews and good understanding of governing docs. We asked how they’d interpret things, and 

they had good answers. They both really respect precedent. 

 6:35 remaining for questions  

 

• Rhoades: Would you mind introducing yourselves? 

o Grace: Alumna of OU, first year law student. I love OU and I benefitted from 

SGA so I respect all that you do. I’ve had legal internships and involvements 

around law during undergrad. My career ambition is to become a judge. I’m 

excited for the opportunity. 

o Hepburn: Political Science pre-law student. I was Director of Inclusivity and ran 

for Vice President of SGA. Also, in CAC and the BSA, leadership scholars. I 

have completed multiple legal internships. 

 

• Strickland: How did you find out about the Superior Court application? 

o Hepburn: I was notified by Chief Justice Walls 

o Grace: GC Maddy Taylor told me. 

 

On a motion to divide the question Kathuria Seconded by Reynolds 

 

On the question as it pertains to Nominee Grace, 5:00 for questions 

 

• Kathuria: Why do you believe it’s important to maintain precedent? 

o I think at our level there’s room to evolve but I think the constitution and 

precedent are thorough, good, and solid. 

• Kathuria: Which previous questions have you read? 

o All 3 cases 

• Cantrell: There is a possibility that we’ll have to update the constitution in the future. To 

what extent are you familiar with governing docs? 

o Grace: I have read them fully. 



• Duncan: What questions did you ask and what were her good answers. 

o Grace: Why they applied, their understanding of governing docs, when it’s 

justified to overturn elections. I think they were reasonable and respectful. 

• Gilson-Bond: Author, how long were applications open? 

o A week.  

• Kathuria: Nominee, when would it be appropriate to overturn precedent? 

o Grace: Every situation is different, but it would require something very serious 

and it’s important to get others’ opinions. 

• Kathuria: Nominee, how do you plan on using your role to uphold the integrity of the 

Superior Court? 

o Transparency is important. Making sure we put our full thoughts into the text of 

those previous cases. 

27-0-0  

 

On the bill as it pertains to nominee Hepburn, 5:00 for questions: 

 

• Robinson: Nominee, to clear controversy, did you attempt to disqualify the opposing 

ticket in 2021? 

o No 

• Kathuria: What was it like speaking in front of the Superior Court in 2021? 

o It was a good opportunity to voice my concerns. 

 

• Cantrell: Nominee, would you say your experience arguing before the Superior Court led 

you to wanting this position? 

o I would say no. My reasoning is that I want to give back to OU and SGA. 

 

• Kathuria: Nominee, in Hepburn v. SGA, you made an argument that professional service 

should be defined in a way that is obtained for a candidate’s benefit. Do you stand by that 

definition? 

o I stand by the Superior Court decision. 

• Kathuria: What specifically was the precedent set? 

o It was that in an election budget, specialized services should be taken into 

consideration if a person does them in return for monetary gain. Those should be 

listed on financial reports. 

 

• Kathuria: Nominee, in Hepburn v. SGA, you made an argument that you didn’t assert 

that the Lissau campaign’s video unfairly influenced the vote count. Do you stand by 

that? 

o There’s no way to know how it influenced the vote count. 

 

• Gulam: In Hepburn v. SGA, a lot of people criticize it as wanting to overturn an election. 

It did require you to stand up when others disagreed, and you had reasons. You’ll 

experience the same thing in the Superior Court. How will you deal with that in the 

future? 

o I’m a believer in making sure things are done the right way and sometimes that 

requires making hard decisions without bias. Using transparency and fairness. 



 

Motion to extend time by 5:00 minutes Kathuria seconded by Reynolds 

 

• Kathuria: Nominee, in Hepburn v. SGA Election Commission, you could’ve argued 

about points subjecting Lissau-Akuffo to disqualification. Do you still hold that position 

at the moment. 

o If they went above their campaign budget, they were in violation of the SGACA. 

Repercussions that came from that are fair. I didn’t believe they should be 

disqualified. 

• Kathuria: Nominee, in regard to the video, do you stand by the position that there’s no 

way to determine the real cost of the Lissau-Akuffo video actually was. 

o The decision of the Superior Court set a good precedent. In terms of the video 

specifically, I had no way of saying whether or not I could give a direct value, but 

the person who recorded it was not able to make it to court so we could not 

determine. 

• Rhoades: Nominee, do you think that having been before the Superior Court before will 

help you serve as a Justice? 

o I feel like being on both sides is a unique experience and knowing that process 

will let me think differently than other justices. 

 

27-0-0 

 

On a motion to table CB-110-21 and CB-110-22 indefinitely Gilson-Bond seconded by Awoyemi 

• CB-110-21 “Expulsion Bill No. 2” (Exec, No Rec) (Berggren) 

• CB-110-22 “Expulsion Bill No. 3” (Exec, No Rec) (Berggren) 

 

On a motion to see AB-110-09 Gilson-Bond seconded by De Mahy  

• AB-110-09 “Auxiliary Allocation 9 Act of 2023-2024” (WAM, Do Pass) (Gulam) 

Authors Explanation:  

We allocated over $9,000.  

7:55 remaining for questions  

• Dunn: What does the Federalist Society use their funding for? 

o They invite guests to campus, and it also goes towards food for meetings.  

• Cantrell: Why is Soniyes on the bill three separate times? 

o They used their three aux’s at the same time.  

• Halsey-Kraus: What events are Womens Health Advocacy using funding for? 

o For Friendsgiving, informational pamphlets, and period stations.  

• Strickland: Is there a Democratic Republican Society? 

o Look on Engage.  

• Wolthuis: Do you know what the Wealth Management Club is using funding for? 

o For food for meetings and for case studies.  

• Robinson: Is there any way for you to round funds? 

o That would be a lot of work for me. It is fun to leave it this way.  

27-0-0 

 

On a motion to see CR-110-10 Craig seconded by Keupen 



• CR-110-10 “The Salute to Veterans Beyond Veterans Day Resolution.” (EA, Do Pass) 

(Hill, Reynolds) 

Authors Explanation:   

Reynolds: This Saturday is the 69th Anniversary of Veterans Day. This is a salute to Veterans. 

OU has not publicized this. We have about 1600 Veterans and Children of Veterans.  

Hill: I looked at OU’s official calendar and they do not recognize Veteran’s Day. It is important 

to recognize living Veterans.  

6:36 remaining for questions   

• Strickland: Would you accept me as a sponsor? 

o Yes.  

• Gilson-Bond: Were you aware that this week is Military Appreciation Week? 

o Yes, but we want this in the calendar.  

27-0-0 

On a motion to see CR-110-11 Cantrell seconded by Segunda  

• CR-110-11 “Native American Heritage Month Recognition Resolution of 2023” (EA, Do 

Pass) (Mowdy)  
Authors Explanation:  

This is very important for our Indigenous Community. We want to reaffirm our land 

acknowledgment. I want to make sure that Congress condemns and current or past laws that 

discriminates Native Americans or anyone effected by those laws  

7:14 remaining for questions  

• Kathuria: Why do you believe it's important to maintain the Tribal Acknowledgement? 

o The Native people were here first. This was settled by settlers in the 1800s. It was 

used for hunting, trading, etc.  

• Kathuria: Do you think this would be stronger if we sent it to the Govenor? 

o It would be nice to send it.  

• Kathuria: Would you accept a friendly amendment to Section 6 adding Govenor Kevin 

Stitt? 

o Yes.  

• Cantrell: Do you believe it would be beneficial to send this to all Chiefs? 

o Yes.  

• Rhoads: Would you accept a friendly amendment adding to section 6 “OU Chickasaw 

Recruitment and Retention Center” 

o Yes.  

27-0-0 

Follow-Up Reports 

Announcements and Comments 

• Kathuria: The election has not been validated, but I want to congratulate Mr. Glasscock 

and Mortazavi. Please congratulate them. Sorry I had to miss a few meetings. You will 

have me here another semester. Thanks for everything.  

• Dunn: The reapplication form is open. I will send the link into our GroupMe. This also is 

a rolling application now.  

• Houston: It is Native American Heritage Month. Barbie announced Principal Chief 

Wilma Mankiller as the newest addition to the Inspiring Women dolls. She was the first 

female Chief of the Cherokee Nation, so I think it is important we are recognizing her 

accomplishments of her and other Native women this month.  



• Halsey-Kraus: If you are wearing pj’s and want your picture taken please come up.  

Final Roll Call  
Adjourn 
On a motion to adjourn Mowdy seconded by Ferguson  
Chair: Abby Halsey-Kraus 
Vice-Chair: Amelia Landry 
Secretary: Carolyn Berggren 
 
  



THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS 
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX 

November 7th, 2023 
 

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 
SENATE SESSION GF23 

November 16th, 2023 
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL BILL AB-110-09 
SENATE BILL NO. GF23-XX 

 
AS INTRODUCED 

An act relating to appropriations; providing for short title; 
stating purpose; appropriating Auxiliary Funding for the 
2023-2024 process; stating appropriation guidelines; 
establishing expiration deadline; directing transfer of 
unused funds by deadline; and providing an effective date. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION: 
 
Section 1: This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Auxiliary Allocation 9 Act of 2023-2024” 
 
Section 2: PURPOSE. The purpose of this act is to appropriate the funds of the University of 

Oklahoma Student Government Association to the organizations mentioned within. 
 
Section 3: APPROPRIATION. The following amounts are hereby allocated to 
 
  

Organization Programs, 
Events & 
Activities 

Capital 
Investments 

Office and 
General 
Expenses 

Total 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Collegiate Board 650   650 

College Republicans at the University of 
Oklahoma 

500  75 575 

Crimson Chords 700   700 

Crimson Spirit 450   450 

Federalist Society 1665   1665 

Muslim Student Association 660   660 

Oklahoma Aspiring Educators Association 375   375 

OU Equestrian Club 765.57   765.57 

OU Men's Lacrosse Club 500   500 

Soniyes 300   300 

Soniyes  400  400 

Soniyes 250   250 

Students for Local Action 668.80 95  763.80 

Wealth Management Club 600   600 

Women's Health Advocacy 1336.22   1336.22 



TOTAL: 9990.59 

 
 
Section 4: All guidelines and provisions in Title 10 of the Code Annotated shall apply to all funds 

appropriated in this act. 
 
Section 5: This fiscal year for the account listed in these sections shall end May 10, 2024 
 
Section 6: All unspent money remaining in the accounts listed in Section 3 shall revert to the SGA 

General Account after May 10, 2024, and the remaining appropriations shall be canceled. 
 
Section 7: This act shall become effective when passed in accordance with the SGA Constitution. 
 
Author(s):      Zuyyin Izza Gulam, Chair, SGA Budget Committee 
 
Co-Author(s): SGA Budgetary Committee 
 
Submitted on a motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by De Mahy 
Action taken by Student Congress: 27-0-0 
Verified by Chair of Student Congress:         Date:   
 
Submitted on a motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by De Mahy 
Action taken by Senate:  
Verified by Chair of Senate:                               Date:   
 
Approved by SGA President:          Date:   
 

 

 
  



THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS 
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX 

November 7th, 2023  
 

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 
SENATE SESSION GF23 

November 2nd, 2023  
 
CONGRESSIONAL BILL CB-110-20 
SENATE BILL GF23-24 

 
AS INTRODUCED 

An Act of Legislation appointing Justices to the SGA 
Superior Court; providing for short title, providing for 

codification, and providing for an effective date. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

ASSOCIATION: 

 
 
Section 1: Title: This act shall be known and may be cited as the “October 2023 Superior Court 

Appointments Act.” 
 
Section 2: Purpose: The purpose of this act shall be to name and appoint Justices to the Student 

Government Association Superior Court. 
 
Section 3:  In accordance with SGACA § Title IV, Chapter 2, Section 7b, which delineates the 

appointment process for students on the court, the following students shall thus be 
appointed:  

 

• Claire Grace 
 
Section 5: This act shall become effective when passed in accordance with the SGA Constitution. 
 
 
Authors:  President Christopher Firch, Student Government Association 
Chairwoman Claire Burch, SGA Graduate Student Senate 

Chairwoman Abby Halsey-Kraus, SGA Undergraduate Student Congress 
Maddie Taylor, SGA General Counsel 

 
Co-Sponsors: Chief Justice Corbin Walls, SGA Superior Court 
Vice President Emelie Schultz, Student Government Association 
 
Submitted on a Motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by Harris  

Action taken by Congress: 27-0-0 

Verified by Chair of Congress:          Date:   

 

Submitted on a Motion by: Senator Young (61) 



Action taken by Senate: motion to pass by unanimous consent 

 

Verified by Chair of Senate:          Date:    

 

Approved by SGA President:        Date:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS 
CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX 

November 7th, 2023  



 
GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 

SENATE SESSION GF23 
November 2nd, 2023  

 
CONGRESSIONAL BILL CB-110-20 
SENATE BILL GF23-24 

 
AS INTRODUCED 

An Act of Legislation appointing Justices to the SGA 
Superior Court; providing for short title, providing for 

codification, and providing for an effective date. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

ASSOCIATION: 

 
 
Section 1: Title: This act shall be known and may be cited as the “October 2023 Superior Court 

Appointments Act.” 
 
Section 2: Purpose: The purpose of this act shall be to name and appoint Justices to the Student 

Government Association Superior Court. 
 
Section 3:  In accordance with SGACA § Title IV, Chapter 2, Section 7b, which delineates the 

appointment process for students on the court, the following students shall thus be 
appointed:  

 

• Samantha Hepburn 
 
Section 5: This act shall become effective when passed in accordance with the SGA Constitution. 
 
 
Authors:  President Christopher Firch, Student Government Association 
Chairwoman Claire Burch, SGA Graduate Student Senate 

Chairwoman Abby Halsey-Kraus, SGA Undergraduate Student Congress 
Maddie Taylor, SGA General Counsel 

 
Co-Sponsors: Chief Justice Corbin Walls, SGA Superior Court 
Vice President Emelie Schultz, Student Government Association 
 
Submitted on a Motion by: Gilson-Bond seconded by Harris  

Action taken by Congress: 27-0-0 

Verified by Chair of Congress:          Date:   

 

Submitted on a Motion by: Senator Young (61) 

Action taken by Senate: motion to pass by unanimous consent 

 

Verified by Chair of Senate:          Date:    

 

Approved by SGA President:        Date:   



 

 

 
 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 

 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS 

CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX 
November 7, 2023  

 
GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 

SENATE SESSION GF23 
November 16, 2023  

 
CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION CR-110-10 
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. GF23-XX 
 

AS INTRODUCED 
A Concurrent Resolution Recognizing November 11th as 

Veterans Day; and providing for distribution. 
 

Whereas: In 1954, Congress passed a bill that President Eisenhower signed, proclaiming November 
11th as Veterans Day; and, 

 
Whereas: Veterans Day celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans, whether during times of 

peace or war; and, 
 
Whereas: Last year, there were 244,334 veterans living in the state of Oklahoma1; and, 
 
Whereas: Out of those 244,334 veterans, approximately 104,000 have some form of service-connected 

disability2; and, 
 
Whereas: The approximate number of enrolled veterans at the University of Oklahoma, Norman 

campus, and the University of Oklahoma, Tulsa campus, equals 1,600; and, 
 
Whereas: The University of Oklahoma offers resources to veteran’s on campus such as Veteran 

Student Services, which provides financial help, counseling, healthcare resources, and more; 
and, 

 

 
1 “Veterans in Oklahoma: Statistics, Rankings, and Data Trends on Population, Demographics, and More.” USAFacts, 

27 Oct. 2023, 
usafacts.org/topics/veterans/state/oklahoma/#:~:text=the%20Vietnam%20era.-,Veteran%20population%20of

%20Oklahoma,244%2C334%20veterans%20lived%20in%20Oklahoma.  

2 Odva and Oklahoma Veterans Commission Commend Oklahoma Senate on SB 401, oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/veterans/press-
releases/ODVA%20Press%20Release-%20ODVA%20AND%20OKLAHOMA%20VETERANS%20COMMISSION%20C
OMMEND%20OKLAHOMA%20SENATE%20ON%20SB%20401.pdf. Accessed 30 Oct. 2023.  

 



Whereas: Veterans Day is not a recognized holiday under the University of Oklahoma’s calandered 
events or publications. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT 
CONGRESS AND THE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE, CONCURRING THEREIN THAT: 
  
Section 1: Title: This resolution shall be known and may be cited as the “The Salute to Veterans 

Beyond Veterans Day Resolution.” 
 
Section 2: The University of Oklahoma’s Student Government Association recognizes November 11th 

as Veterans Day.  
 
Section 3: The University of Oklahoma’s Student Government Association encourages others to 

recognize veterans beyond Veterans Day. 
 
Section 4:  Copies of this resolution will be sent to: 

• Jeff Blahnik, Vice President of Enrollment Management 

• Jennifer Trimmer, OU Veteran Student Services 

• OU Daily 

• OU Nightly 

 

Author(s): Lili Hill, External Affairs Committee Local Liaison  

  Michael T. Reynolds Sr., Atmospheric and Geographic Science Representative 

 
Co-Author(s): Ellie Wolthuis, External Affairs Committee Chair 
 
Co-Sponsors: Carter Strickland, University College Representative  
 
 
Submitted on a motion by: Craig seconded by Keupen 
Action taken by Congress: 27-0-0 
Verified by Chair of Congress: ______________________________________ Date: __________  
 
Submitted on a motion by:  
Action taken by Senate:       
Verified by Chair of Senate: ______________________________________ Date: __________  
 
Approved by SGA President: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 
 

 
  



THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION  

   
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CONGRESS  

CONGRESSIONAL SESSION CX 
November 7, 2023 
 

GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE 
SENATE SESSION GFXX 

November 16, 2023 
 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION CR-110-11 
SENATE RESOLUTION NO. GF23-XX 

   
AS INTRODUCED  

A Concurrent Resolution recognizing the month of 
November as Native American Heritage Month and 

providing for distribution.  
 

Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is celebrated during the month of November; and, 
 
Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is used to promote the identities and culture of 

Indigenous Peoples3; and, 
 
Whereas: Native American Heritage Month is also used to educate the general public on the challenges 

Native peoples have faced throughout history and today; and, 
 

Whereas:          Native American Heritage Month was first recognized by the United States federal 
government in 19904; and, 
      

Whereas:  9.5% of the State of Oklahoma’s population identifies as American Indian and Alaskan 
Native; and, 

 
Whereas: 6.7% of the State of Oklahoma’s population identifies with Two or more races which may 

include American Indian and Alaskan Native; and, 
 
Whereas: Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander makes up 0.3% of Oklahoma’s state population5; and, 
 
Whereas: As of Fall 2023, The University of Oklahoma had about 29,166 students enrolled across all 

campuses; and,  
 
Whereas: 1,107 of those students identified as American Indian or Alaskan Native; and,  
 

 
3 “Proclamation 6230-National American Indian Heritage Month, 1990.” Proclamation 6230-National American Indian 
Heritage Month, 1990 | The American Presidency Project, November 14, 1990. 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-6230-national-american-indian-heritage-month-1990. 
4 Congress, The Library of, National Archives and Records Administration, National Gallery of Art, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, National Park Service, US Smithsonian Institution, and US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. “National Native American Heritage Month.” National Native American Heritage Month. Accessed October 
23, 2023. https://www.nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/about.html. 
5 https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/OK/PST045222 



Whereas: 2,649 students identified as biracial which does include any American Indian students who 
identify as such6; and, 

 
Whereas: 30 students identify as Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander at the University of Oklahoma; and,  
 
Whereas: Some people of Native heritage do not specify their race when asked, and as a result, these 

percentages may be inaccurate; and, 
 
Whereas:  The University of Oklahoma currently resides on the traditional home of the Caddo and 

Wichita nations. As well as once being a part of the Muscogee Creek and Seminole nations7; 
and, 

 
Whereas: Suppression, assimilation, and removal of Native Peoples and their culture were official 

policies by early state and federal settlement laws8; therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT 
CONGRESS AND THE GRADUATE STUDENT SENATE, CONCURRING THEREIN THAT: 
 
Section 1: Title: This resolution shall be known and may be cited as the “Native American Heritage 

Month Recognition Resolution of 2023.” 
 

Section 2: The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize the month of 
November as Native American Heritage Month. 

 
Section 3: The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize and honor 

the Native American students at The University of Oklahoma in addition to their culture and 
heritage. 

 
Section 4: The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall recognize that the 

University of Oklahoma resides on traditional Native American land. 
 

Section 5:  The University of Oklahoma Student Government Association shall condemn any laws 
and policies that have or currently suppressed, harmed, and/or denounced any Native 
peoples, as well as their culture and heritage. 
 

Section 6: Copies of this resolution shall be sent to: 
         
 

● President Joseph Harroz Jr, University of Oklahoma 

● Ryan Lee, Coordinator of American Indian Programs and Services 

 
6 https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/apps/5c11ff19-35c8-4516-8bfb-0135680be38e/reports/798bc348-3fb3-4e2d-
8517-6834d6ea4f51/ReportSection?ctid=9c7de09d-9034-44c1-b462-c464fece204a&experience=power-bi 
7 Admissions Social Links, “Land Acknowledgment,” The University of Oklahoma, accessed October 4, 2023, 
https://www.ou.edu/admissions/uwc/UWC_Land_Acknowledgment 

8 https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/native-american/removing-native-americans-from-their-
land/ ; https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/dawes-
act.htm#:~:text=The%20US%20government%20employed%20a,and%20ranch%20like%20white%20homesteaders.9.\ 

 

https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/native-american/removing-native-americans-from-their-land/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/native-american/removing-native-americans-from-their-land/


● Tana Fitzpatrick, Director of the Native Nations Center 

● Gianna Sieke, Founder and President, OU Osage Club 

● Emily Workman, President, OU American Indian Student Association 

● Brooklyn Choate, OU Indigenous Royalty 

● J-T Murray, President, Iota Gamma/Indigenous Gentlemen 

● Brooklynn Eagle, Clan Mom, Gamma Delta Pi 

● Reagan McGuire, President, Native American Law Student Association  

● OU Daily 

● OU Nightly 

● OU Chickasaw Recruitment and Retention Center 

● Governor Kevin Stitt 

Authors:  Representative Landen Mowdy, External Affairs Committee, Tribal Government Liaison  
 
Co-Authors:  Chair Rylee Houston, Sustainability Committee 

Chair Ellie Wolthuis, External Affairs Committee 
Vice Chair Madeline Cantrell, Congressional Administration Committee 
Ezra Koenig, SGA Member 

 
Submitted on a motion by: Cantrell seconded by Segunda 
Action taken by Congress: 27-0-0 
Verified by Chair of Congress: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

Submitted on a motion by:  
Action taken by Senate:       

Verified by Chair of Senate: ______________________________________ Date: __________  
  

Approved by SGA President: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


