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Briefing:  Submitting Proposals Through Research.Gov

• If you need basic information about doing a proposal submission, please go to 
the training website and watch the recording on Navigating an NSF Proposal 
Submission at Training (ou.edu)

• Intent of today’s briefing is to cover some basic information related to:
• Shutdown of Fastlane
• Similarities/differences in using Research.gov for a proposal submission vs Fastlane.

https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/training
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• Fastlane replacement with Research.Gov (Rgov) including timing
• What kind of log-in is needed?
• General Guidance and Basic Information
• Submission Portals
• Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads
• Differences in Other Actions
• Special Notes, Avoiding Issues, and Takeaways

OVERVIEW
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Research.gov is replacing Fastlane

Essentially it is “Fastlane, Part 2” – many of the features are the same or 
similar but there is improved file handling and error checking.

Reporting has been done in Research.gov for a couple of years now.

Most submissions can now be done in either Fastlane or Research.gov; 
some must be done in Research.gov. There will be an increasing push for 
only Research.gov to be used.  Check your guidelines.

A submission started in one system is not visible in the other system.

NSF has announced Fastlane will end December 2022.
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If you have a log-in for Fastlane it should work for Research.gov.
◦ If you did not respond to email from Fastlane on your account, you 

should see if your information works. If it doesn’t you may need to 
reset the password or open a ticket to resolve issues with your 
account.

If you need a log-in or password reset, there is a link on the ORS 
webpage with information.
Proposal Submission (ou.edu)

https://www.ou.edu/research-norman/research-services/proposal-submission
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General Guidance– no difference

• Most recent update to NSF Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide 
(PAPPG) is NSF 22-1 effective 10/04/2021

• Must follow PAPPG unless specific solicitation deviates or written approval from 
NSF assistant directors/Office head or designee

• Be aware when writing your proposal that you will need to use the specific 
solicitation and general guidance; make sure most current versions are used.

• Unsolicited proposals fall under PAPPG
• Who may submit—Organization is normally considered the submitter except on 

a few proposals that are paid to individuals like some fellowships
• Organization must have DUNS/UEI and SAM registration (which OU has).
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Basic Information

• Funding Announcements - No difference
• Types of Proposals – No difference
• Formatting of Proposal Content – No difference
• Deadlines – No difference

ALSO
• Review Process – No difference
• Program Officer and Help Desk contact – No difference
• Any general operations impacting proposal submission, review, and 

award – No difference
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Basic Information

What is different?
Filling out the Cover Page
Appearance of Screens
Level of Error Checking
Some File Loading
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• Grants.gov (actually pushes submission into NSF systems; you still need 
NSF account)

• Fastlane (has been primary focus; ends Dec 2022)
• Research.gov (replacing Fastlane)

Expect a continuing push to use Research.gov as the year goes on; many 
solicitations will not allow Fastlane submissions as we get closer to Dec.

OU does not use grants.gov for submissions to NSF with rare exception.

Submission Portals – No difference until Dec 2022
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PI Starts Proposal in Research.gov
• PI needs NSF ID number, password, affiliation with organization (only one id; 

multiple organizations)
• Organizations usually have a point of contact for limited Fastlane assistance 

such as affiliation and account set up
• All other Co-PIs will also need an NSF ID and password – the PI will use that 

ID (or their email)  to add the Co-PIs to the Cover Sheet (they must set their 
ID up and affiliate with their organization)

• When you log into Research.gov ‘Prepare New Proposal’ will step you through 
all the entries to create the proposal
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Cover Sheet
• Process is different (Rgov steps through content as the proposal is 

created) but information is the same.

Table of Contents
• No difference – is generated by the system

Page Numbering
• DIFFERENT – system numbers pages; do not include headers or footers

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 



Briefing:  Submitting Proposals Through Research.Gov

Project Summary
• Content requirements are the SAME.
• Loading of information is DIFFERENT

• There is no 3 block entry; you load a one-page file
• File MUST contain the required 3 sections; sections must be labeled.
• Anything specified by solicitation must also be included
• Error check should spot the 3 blocks but may not any specialized information 

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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Project Description
• Content requirements are the SAME.
• Loading of information is SAME

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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Bio sketch, Current & Pending, Collaborators & Other Affiliations
• Content requirements are the SAME.
• Loading of information is SAME
• Where it is located is DIFFERENT

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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SENIOR PERSONNEL DOCUMENTS (Research.gov)
◦ Biographical sketch
◦ Current and Pending
◦ Collaborators and Other Affiliations 

Delegation of filling the form out does NOT delegate responsibility for form contents.
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Bio-sketch
◦ SHIFT TO SCIENCV  or use special pdf format (required since Oct 20)
◦ 3-page limit; Professional Preparation, Appointments, Products, Synergistic 

Activities
◦ Products are publications and things like patents
◦ Usually required for all PI, CoPI, and Senior Personnel but some solicitations 

may limit or may request additional Bio sketch in Supporting Docs

Issues/Tips
◦ Making changes to form; some issues with MAC
◦ Watch ‘counts’ (specific numbers for entries)
◦ Don’t use NIH format/forms
◦ Synergistic Activities is limited to ONE specific item per entry – 5 entries total
◦ Use FAQs on NSF website
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Current and Pending
◦ Required for each person who is a PI, CoPI or Senior Personnel
◦ Entry for ‘this proposal’  is needed
◦ SHIFT TO SCIENCV  or use special pdf format (required since Oct 20)
◦ Show all support/time spent (federal, non-federal, even internal funding, and 

unfunded)
◦ Time is per year average 

Issues/Tips
◦ Not having a ‘this proposal entry’
◦ Modifying the form; using MAC
◦ NSF FAQs may be helpful
◦ Allow time
◦ Auto delete of blank pages
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Collaborators and Other Affiliations
• IDs everyone there are conflicts of interest with (section e. from old bio 

sketch) 
• Loaded per person for all PI, CoPI, and Senior Personnel

Issues/Tips
• You must use special form uploaded as XLS without pdf’ing (NSF system 

does the conversion)—make sure you have a new form
• Instructions of the .xls file say you MUST NOT modify or change the format 

other than adding additional lines.
• Solicitation may say not to do this section(rare) or to do it AND a separate 

file or Excel worksheet with COI information (sometimes with submission, 
sometimes after).
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Budget and Justification
• Content requirements are the SAME.
• Loading of information is SIMILAR with one notable 

exception
• Subcontracts are not entered in the lead budget – the entry is pulled into 

the form from the loading of the Subcontract tabs

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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Facilities and Other Resources
• No difference (do be sure to include uncommitted cost share when 

applicable).

References Cites
• No difference – except can only be loaded as one file.

Post Doc Mentoring Plan

No difference other than not under Supplementary Documents

Data Management Plan
• No difference other than not under Supplementary Documents

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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• Optional area includes a variety of information from Supplementary 
Information to Additional Single Copy Documents.  Content is the SAME, 
loading may be DIFFERENT.

Differences/Notes for Proposal Files Including Uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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UPDATE, REVISION, WITHDRAWAL
• Usage, Timing, and Content requirements are the SAME.
• Loading of information is SIMILAR

Differences in Other Actions 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Differences/Notes for Proposal Files including uploads 
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Special Notes, Avoiding Issues, and Takeaways

Special Notes--Common Submission Issues – SAME except last items
• Title incorrect (collaborative; special types of proposals may specify certain 

information that must be in title)
• Incorrect file type uploaded (may not display or print after submission is 

done—Check print entire proposal before submit if you can – if it won’t 
generate you may have a problem) 

• Items (especially charts and tables) not legible after submission
• Follow the guidelines; Make sure you are using a current copy (even a few 

months can be important to recheck for updates)
• Some solicitations require submission of files or ppt soon after the 

submission via email or hard copy—usually with special instructions on 
format and with a deadline

• Collaborative proposals from multiple organizations – final proposal number 
usually not assigned until all organizations are submitted

• Error checking is more robust in Rgov
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Special Notes, Avoiding Issues, and Takeaways

Organizational/Internal Considerations
• Permission to submit is by completion of the internal routing process

• Be cognizant of submitting accurate subcontract and consultant information 
– is what you are submitting officially approved?

• Who has what level of access/authority in Fastlane/Rgov for submission, 
reports, agreements, etc.  (at OU, submission and agreements are done by 
ORS, most technical reports are done by the PI, most financial reports are 
done by ReFS)

• Who is responsible for loading what parts of a Fastlane/Rgov submission? 
At OU the PI is responsible for loading all the parts except the Budget tab; 
however, we may assist with loading other files developed by the PI as we 
are able (depending on timing of request and workload)
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• Make sure your log-in works.
• If you don’t have an ORCID account create one.
• If you don’t have a sciENcv account create one.
• If you are doing a proposal between now and the end of the year, make 

sure you check the solicitation for the system to use and try to use 
research.gov.

• If you have a collaborative submission from multiple organizations 
everyone must use the same system for submission.

Special Notes, Avoiding Issues, and Takeaway
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Questions or Discussion?
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