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The Academic Programs Council met at 2:00 p.m., Friday, October 2, 2026 via Zoom. 
Present: Drake, Phillips, Lupia, Park, Feille, King, Bass, Morvant, Robbins, McIntyre, Cannon, Burgett, Bailey, Giles.
Absent: Huang, Kim, Bregnard, Nicholson, Williams.
Guests: Dr. Jonathan Nichol and Dr. Christian Giacona from the School of Music.

In respect for our guests’ time, the programs for the School of Music were discussed first. The committee was concerned about some hidden prerequisites and courses with deleted prerequisites in a couple of the programs. The issue with the deleted prerequisite for MUTH 4853, in Music Industry and Organ programs, has been addressed with a prerequisite change submitted for the course. The hidden prerequisites in the Music Composition (MUTH 4863), Harp concentration of the Wind/Percussion/Strings (MUED 4762), and the Music Education (MUED 4762) program have been forwarded to the department to determine if prerequisite changes are required or if the program requirements need to be updated to add the prerequisite courses. These programs will either be rolled back to the department for program requirement updates or forwarded to the Provost office for resolution. (Update 10/5/26 – The department is submitting prerequisite changes for MUTH 4863 and MUED 4762 in addition MUTH 4853. These updates will resolve the prerequisite issues as well as eliminate hidden prerequisites.)
Program Modifications to Change Total Credit Hours

WEITZENHOFFER COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Music, Bachelor of Music (RPC 172, MC B705, B724, B725, B730, B735). Course requirement changes to meet the 120-credit hour mandate for all undergraduate degrees by adjusting several core classes. Changes to all options: MUTH 1622 Aural Skills II from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 1621. Change MUTH 2612 Aural Skills III from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 2611. Change MUTH 2621 Aural Skills IV from 1 credit to 2 credits to become MUTH 2622. Changes to the Music Composition, Organ, Piano, and Wind/Percussion/String options: Add 1 hour of Advised Music Elective. Changes to the Voice option: Add 4 hours of Advised Music Elective (change from 1 to 5 hours, including 4 upper-division). Students will all take ITAL 1115 but will choose between GERM 1115 or F R 1115 (rather than being required to take both). Credit hours for the Voice option will change from 122 to 120. Total credit hours for the degree will change from 120-122 to 120.
Music Education, Bachelor of Music Education (RPC 306, MC B708, B709). Course requirement changes to meet the 120-credit hour mandate for all undergraduate degrees by adjusting several core classes. Changes to all options: MUTH 1622 Aural Skills II from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 1621. Change MUTH 2612 Aural Skills III from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 2611. Change MUTH 2621 Aural Skills IV from 1 credit to 2 credits to become MUTH 2622. Add notation to Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities that courses must be completed with grades of "C" or better for admission to Teacher Certification program. Update the Music Education Teacher Certification statement in the "General Rules, Regulations and Requirements" to match the statement in the OU Catalog. Changes to the Instrumental option: MUED 4113 Instrumental Music Education Methods III from 3 credits to 2 credits to become MUED 4112. Changes to the Vocal option: Add 1 credit hour Advised Music Elective. Remove MATH 1473 or COMM 2513 as recommended course for General Education Math Requirement. Total credit hours for the degree will change from 120-122 to 120.

The following Journalism program was administratively rolled back to the department for additional changes submitted for the M.A. in Journalism and Mass Communication, which will include a credit hour reduction.

GAYLORD COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION
Bachelor of Science (in Journalism), Master of Arts (in Journalism and Mass Communication) (RPC 137/138, MC A610/F610-Q394). Course requirement changes to replace JMC 4033 with JMC 4123/5123. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.


The remaining program requests distributed for this meeting were then discussed and all program proposals were recommended for approval.

New Program

WEITZENHOFFER COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Music Industry, Bachelor of Science (RPC TBD, MC BTBD). Requesting the addition of a Bachelor of Science with a Level III program name of Music Industry. The program will require 120 total hours with 62 hours of major requirements and 18 hours of major support requirements. A grade of C or better is required in all courses taken within the School of Music.
Program Modifications

DODGE COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Economics, Bachelor of Arts (RPC 047, MC B300, B301). Course requirement change to replace MATH 1743 or MATH 1823 with MATH 1643 or higher as required mathematics course. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.
English, Bachelor of Arts (RPC 068, MC B375-P696). Course requirement change for the Writing concentration to make the writing courses a department-maintained list. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.
Russian, Bachelor of Arts (RPC 200, MC B825). Course requirement changes to reduce major requirement hours from 36 to 30 hours. Remove RUSS elective of 6 hours from RUSS 3023, 3073, 3523, or 4613. Remove requirement for MLLL 3523 and MLLL 3533. Add requirement for 3 hours from MLLL 3523 or 3543. Change 6 hours from Russian literature and culture courses to 9 hours of upper-division electives from MLLL and RUSS courses, with at least 3 hours from RUSS courses and at least 3 hours from MLLL courses required. Upper-division Free Electives added to keep total hours the same. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.

WEITZENHOFFER COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
Music, Bachelor of Arts (RPC 305, MC B703-P332, P703-P462). Course requirement changes to meet the 120-credit hour mandate for all undergraduate degrees by adjusting several core classes. Changes to both concentrations: MUTH 1622 Aural Skills II from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 1621. Change MUTH 2612 Aural Skills III from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 2611. Changes to the Music concentration: MUTH 2621 Aural Skills IV from 1 credit to 2 credits to become MUTH 2622. Add 1 hour of Advised Music Elective (change from 11 to 12 hours). Changes to the Instrumental Jazz concentration: Add 2 hours of Advised Music Electives (change from 3 to 5 hours). Remove MATH 1473 as recommended course for General Education approved Math. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.
Music, Bachelor of Musical Arts (RPC 261, MC B704). Course requirement changes to meet the 120-credit hour mandate for all undergraduate degrees by adjusting several core classes. Change MUTH 1622 Aural Skills II from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 1621. Change MUTH 2612 Aural Skills III from 2 credits to 1 credit to become MUTH 2611. Change MUTH 2621 Aural Skills IV from 1 credit to 2 credits to become MUTH 2622. Add 1 hour of Advised Music Elective (change from 4 to 5 hours). Change Major Support Requirement heading to Secondary Emphasis since this block of hours contains both major and major support coursework. Add requirement of a minimum of 6 hours upper-division music to both emphasis tracks to meet the Fine Arts residency requirement of 24 hours major credit as a declared major (18 hours upper-division counted under major requirements). Total credit hours for the degree will not change.

GAYLORD COLLEGE OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATION
Journalism, Bachelor of Science (RPC 137, MC B610). Course requirement changes to replace JMC 4033 with JMC 4123/5123. Total credit hours for the degree will not change.


ADMINISTRATIVE/INTERNAL
Admin Program Modifications

DODGE COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES
Astronomy, Minor (N080). Program requirement change to add a grade requirement of C or better must be earned in each course counted for minor credit. Total credit hours for the minor will not change.
English: Writing, Minor (N377). Course requirement change to make the writing courses a department-maintained list. Total credit hours for the minor will not change.
Physics, Minor (N780). Program requirement change to add a grade requirement of C or better must be earned in each course counted for minor credit. Total credit hours for the minor will not change.


MEWBOURNE COLLEGE OF EARTH AND ENERGY 
Bachelor of Science (in Petroleum Engineering)/Master of Science (in Petroleum Engineering) (RPC 182/183, MC A764/F765). Course requirement changes to reduce the total credit hours. Remove P E 4033 from Major Requirements. Remove GEOL 3003 Structural Geology as major support requirement. Increase Major Support Technical electives to 4 hours (one 3-hour course and one 1-hour course) chosen from an approved list of courses. Major Support hours will decrease from 30 to 25 hours. Replace CHEM 1315 (or CHEM 1335) with CHEM 1324 General Chemistry for Engineers as the college requirement that fulfills the General Education Natural Science with Lab requirement. Shared coursework between the BS and MS has changed to P E 5553, P E 5463 and a 3-hour technical elective (replaces P E 4033). Total hours for B.S. in Petroleum Engineering has decreased from 126 to 120 hours. Total credit hours for the accelerated program will change from 147-153 to 141-147 hours.

The course requests distributed for this meeting were then discussed.

The following course was recommended to be held:
· JMC 1071: The committee decided to give the academic unit more time to submit a revised syllabus that addresses the confusion about the course’s prerequisites or co-requisites and the lack of a grading scale.
 All other courses were discussed and recommended for approval.

Additional APC Discussion:
Morvant updated the committee on the progress of a few Provost office initiatives: 
· The adjustment of PhD programs from 90 hours to 60 hours has started, but these program modifications will go through the Graduate Council for approval. The intention is to have these changes ready for the State Regents to review during their March meeting in order to recruit students for the following academic year.
· APC should see only a few more course proposals and program modifications based on the math audit committee’s recommendations and the initiative to reduce the number of programs over 120 hours, since many of the impacted courses and programs have already been through the committee. 
· The committee was reminded that a 90-hour degree program had been approved at the state level as a Bachelor of Applied Studies in Social Work, and the next step is to work with HLC toward accreditation of this degree. However, the University is still investigating the ramifications of an applied bachelor’s degree and would seek further input from faculty and students. Bass, as a student in Social Work, then asked Morvant to discuss those ramifications in more detail, especially any limitations students might have concerning additional higher education pursuits. Morvant shared that the addition of an accelerated degree has been discussed as a possible avenue for students to attain the Master of Social Work.
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.
