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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
Wick Cary Assistant Professor of Honors, Joe C. and Carole Kerr McClendon Honors College, The 
University of Oklahoma, 2011 – present 
 
EDUCATION   
 
Ph.D. Department of History (African History), Northwestern University, 2011   

Minor Field:  Comparative Women’s and Gender History   
Dissertation: “African Christian Women and the Emergence of Nationalist Subjectivities in 
Tanzania, 1860-1960s”   
 

M.A.  Department of History (African History), Northwestern University, 2005 
 
B.A. Department of History (concentration in Africa), Kenyon College, 2001 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
  
Refereed Journal Articles 
2013 “‘Let us swim in the pool of love’:  Love Letters and Community Composition in Twentieth-

Century Tanzania”, Journal of African History, 54:1 (2013), pp 103-122. 
 
Book Chapters 
2014  “‘A grievously sinful attempt to destroy the life which God has given’:  Abortion, Anglicanism, 

and Debates about Community Composition in Twentieth-Century Zanzibar”, in Tracy Penny 
Light and Shannon Stettner, eds. The History and Politics of Abortion, forthcoming 2014.  

 
Manuscripts in Preparation 
2013 Spirit of the Nation: Women, Missions, and the Development of Nationalist Subjectivities in Tanzania, 

1860-1960s. Under review at Ohio University Press. 
 
FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS 
 
2014 Presidential International Travel Grant, University of Oklahoma.  

Junior Faculty Research Grant, University of Oklahoma.  
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2013 Faculty Investment Program Grant, University of Oklahoma, awarded May, 2013.  
 
2012 Junior Faculty Research Grant, University of Oklahoma.  

Presidential International Travel Grant, University of Oklahoma.  
 

2007 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Program Grant, United States 
Department of Education (award accepted). $40,000 plus tuition. 
Lacy Baldwin Smith Prize for Teaching Excellence in the category of Best Section Leader, 
Department of History, Northwestern University. 

 
 
INVITED TALKS AND PAPER PRESENTATIONS 
 
Invited Talks 
2013 “Affective Methodologies:  Love Letters and Theories on Community Composition in Africa”, 

Department of History, Rice University, March 22, 2013.  
 
Individual Paper Presentations 
2014 “Educational Hysteria: Gender, Education, and Community Politics in East Africa.” Paper to be 

presented at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, IN, November 2014. 
  

“Christianity, Ethnicity, and Nationalist Development in Tanzania, 1864-1964.”  
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Nationalism, London School of Economics, London, England, March 29-April 3.  

 
2013 “Affect and Community in Post-Independence Africa”.  Paper presented at the South East 

Regional Seminar in African Studies (SERSAS) and the South East Africanist Network (SEAN) bi-
annual meeting “Africa Looks Back:  Reflections, Constructions, Imaginations”, University of 
Florida, Gainesville, February 8-9, 2013. 

 
2012  “Masista, Motherhood, and Modalities of Resistance in Zanzibar and Tanzania, 1860-1960s”.  

Paper presented at the Southeastern Regional Seminar in African Studies, Georgia Southern and 
Armstrong Atlantic Universities, Savannah, GA, October 19, 2012. 
 

2011 “Female Celibates, Race, and the Development of Nationalism in Tanganyika”.  Paper presented 
on the ‘Society and the Sacred in a Trans-national Mission World: Re-thinking the Place of British 
Protestant Missions, National Identity and Concepts of Well-Being During the End-of-Empire’ 
panel at the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, January 6-9, 2011. 
 

2010 “Marrying the Nation”. Paper presented on the ‘Intimate Citizenship: Personhood and 
Nationhood in Late Colonial/Early Postcolonial East Africa’ panel.  African Studies Association 
Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, November 2010. 
 
"Love, Language, and National Belonging in twentieth-century Tanzania".  Paper presented at the 
‘Emotions as History’ Graduate Conference sponsored by the Nicholas D. Chabraja Center for 
Historical Studies at Northwestern University, May 2010. 
 
“Mama Mchungaji, Mama Mwalimu”.  Paper presented at the University Wisconsin, 
Madison/Northwestern University Annual African History Workshop, Evanston, IL, May 2010. 
 

2009 “‘Swimming in the Pools of Love’:  Discourses of Love, Marriage, and Nation-building within 
African Evangelical Communities in Pre-colonial and Colonial Tanzania”. Paper presented on the 
Love and Intimacy in the Public Sphere (Part II)’ panel at the African Studies Association Annual 
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Meeting, New Orleans, LA, November 2009. 
 
“Africans, Anglicans, and Abortion:  Competing Interpretations of the Message of British 
Evangelism in Twentieth-Century Zanzibar”.  Paper at the University of Notre Dame Regional 
Graduate Conference, Notre Dame, IN, October 2009. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
2011-2013 Assistant Professor, Honors College, The University of Oklahoma 
 Honors College  

Perspectives (2970): “Sex and Love in African History:  Historical Themes and  
Topics”; “Images of Africa: Africa through the Eyes of the West”. 

Colloquia (3993): “Africa and the Urge to Help: Humanitarianism in Historical  
Context”; “Modern African Lives:  African History through Biography and 
Autobiography”, and “Christianity and sub-Saharan Africa:  Historical Themes and 
Topics”. 

College of International and Area Studies 
Coordinator and Co-Leader, OU Journey to Africa Program, May-June 2013 

 IAS 3810/5970: “Africa and a History of ‘Helping’: Humanitarianism, 1400- 
present.” 

2010 Instructor, Northwestern University, 2009-2011 
“Christianity and sub-Saharan Africa:  Historical Themes and Topics” and “Africa Through the 
Eyes of the West”. 

 
SERVICE TO PROFESSION 
 
Manuscript Peer Review 
2013 Palgrave/MacMillan, “Discovering a Movement: The Struggle for Respectability and Self-Respect 

in Zanzibar.” 
 
2012 Journal of Eastern African Studies, “The African Worker and the Universities’  

Mission to Central Africa, 1864-1900.”  
 
Book Review 
2014 Ethnic Patriotism and the East African Revival: A History of Dissent, c. 1935-1972. Derek R. Peterson. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. Reviewed for the International Journal of African 
Historical Studies.  

 
2013 Trafficking in Slavery’s Wake: Law and the Experience of Women and Children in Africa. Edited by 

Benjamin N. Lawrance and Richard L. Roberts. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2012. 
Reviewed for the International Journal of African Historical Studies. 

 
Convener 
2013 Panel co-organizer, “Affect and Community:  Remembering the Past in the Present” for the South 

East Regional Seminar in African Studies (SERSAS) and the South East Africanist Network 
(SEAN) bi-annual meeting “Africa Looks Back:  Reflections, Constructions, Imaginations”, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, February 8-9, 2013. 

 
2010 Panel co-organizer, ‘Intimate Citizenship: Personhood and Nationhood in Late Colonial/Early 

Postcolonial East Africa’ panel.  African Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA, 
November 2010. 
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Conference convener, ‘Emotions as History’ Graduate Conference sponsored by the Nicholas D. 
Chabraja Center for Historical Studies at Northwestern University, May 2010. 
 

2009 Panel co-organizer, two-part panel entitled ‘Affecting Histories:  Power, Politics and Emotion in 
Pre-colonial Africa (Part I) and Love and Intimacy in the Public Sphere (Part II)’.  African Studies 
Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, November 2009. 

 
DEPARTMENTAL/UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
2013 Presenter, “Celebrating Sankofa, Honoring Africa”, presented by the African and  

African American Studies Program. 
OU Journey to Africa program, coordinator and co-leader—Arusha, Tanzania. 

 Hosted Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe, St. Monica’s Tailoring School, Gulu, Uganda. 
 Hosted Africanist Scholar Dr. Kairn Klieman, University of Houston. 
 
2012 OU Africa Speaker Series Coordinator (Scholars Dr. Jennifer Cole, U of Chicago  

and Dr. Laura Fair, Michigan State University). 
 Hosted Sister Rosemary Nyirumbe, St. Monica’s Tailoring School, Gulu, Uganda. 

Faculty Advisor, OU Face AIDS. 
Faculty Advisor, FAR (Facilitating African Rehabilitation). 
Adopt-a-Prof, Walker Center floors 7 & 8. 
Panelist, International AIDS Awareness Week, November 2012. 
“The Serengeti Road Controversy”, Zoology Capstone class, October 2012. 
“5 Things Everyone Should Know about Africa”, OU TED Talks, May 2012. 
Panelist, Africa Week “Kony 2012 Panel”, April 2012. 

 
2011 Faculty Advisor, OU Face AIDS. 

Faculty Advisor, FAR (Facilitating African Rehabilitation). 
Panelist, International AIDS Awareness Week, OU, October 2011. 

 

 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/OUTREACH 
 
2012-2013 Maisha International, Oklahoma City.  Keynote speaker at fundraising gala, grant writer, 

consultant, and volunteer at the Oklahoma City-based arm of an international organization for 
vulnerable orphans and children in Kisumu, Kenya. 

 Bridgeway Church, Oklahoma City.  Consultant for Kenya missions trip.   
 
 
LANGUAGE SKILLS 
Kiswahili – highly proficient speaking and reading.  
French – reading proficiency. 
 
 
 


