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Department of Sociology 
Graduate Faculty Appointment Criteria – Tested Experience Policy 

October 15, 2024 
 

This policy articulates criteria for faculty in the Criminal Justice MS program who do not hold the 
terminal degree as defined by the Department of Sociology Graduate Faculty Criteria to be considered 
for graduate faculty privileges based on “tested experience.” 

This tested experience policy follows a 2019 OU Graduate Council mandate for each academic unit to 
define “tested experience” that may substitute for the terminal degree, permitting special member (SM) 
appointments to graduate faculty with privileges commensurate with level of the tested experience. 

1. The Graduate Council directive states a tested experience policy must contain two elements: 
definition of the terminal degree appropriate for the discipline 

2. Definition of appropriate tested experience that may substitute for the terminal degree. 

Definition of the Terminal Degree 

The Sociology department is an academic graduate program, with an MA (thesis option) and PhD 
degree. For these academic programs, the terminal degree is a doctorate in Sociology or a related 
academic discipline. 

The online Criminal Justice MS program, housed in Sociology, is a professional degree (non-thesis, all 
coursework). For this program, the terminal degree can be a PhD, Ed.D., JD, or master’s degree. 

Definition of Appropriate Tested Experience for the MS in Criminal Justice 

OU faculty not eligible for an RM-level appointment to the graduate faculty can become eligible for 
special member status with privileges defined based on meeting the following levels of academic 
attainment and tested experience: 

1. Academic degree required: a master’s degree in criminal justice or a related field 
2. Tested experience: 

a. (i) Two years of higher education teaching and (ii) three years of professional experience 
in a criminal justice or related field or record of continuous and current academic and/or 
creative work; or 

b. Five years of professional experience in a criminal justice or related field or a record of 
continuous and current academic and/or creative work. 

Special Member Privileges: Faculty who meet the SM tested experience criteria may teach graduate 
classes (SM equal to RM0) in the online Criminal Justice MS program. 

 
 
Adopted by the Department of Sociology Graduate Faculty Committee, October 2024: 
B. Mitchell Peck, PhD, Chair 
Cyrus Schleifer, PhD, Graduate Liaison 
Ann Beutel, PhD, Member 
Samuel Perry, PhD, Member 
 
Approved by graduate dean, October 15, 2024 
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