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EDUCATION

1964

B.A. in Philosophy, University of Iowa

1971

Ph.D. in Philosophy, University of Iowa

EMPLOYMENT

1964‑68
Graduate Assistant, University of Iowa

1968‑78
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Oklahoma 

1979‑88
Associate Professor of Philosophy, University of Oklahoma

1988‑

Professor of Philosophy, University of Oklahoma

PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles

"Arnauld's Alleged Representationalism," The Journal of the History of Philosophy, January 1974 (XII/1), 53‑62.  Reprinted in Vere Chappell (ed.), Early Modern Philosophers, Volume 4 (New York: Garland, 1992), along with the reprint of Daisie Radner’s discussion note “Representationalism in Arnauld’s Act Theory of Perception.”

"The Alleged Ambiguity of 'Idea' in Descartes' Philosophy," Southwestern Journal of Philosophy, Winter 1975 (VI/1), 87‑94.

"Wittgenstein's Appeal to Particular Cases," Modern Schoolman, November 1976 (LIV/1), 56‑66.

"Singular Terms and Rigid Designators," Southwestern Journal of Philosophy (X/1), Spring 1979, 157‑162. 

"On The View That What One Sees Need Not Exist," Journal of Critical Analysis, Summer/Fall 1978 (VII/3), 89‑97.

"Looking for What Is Common to All Games," Proceedings of Fourth International Wittgenstein Symposium, HPT: Austria, 1979, 288‑291.

"If 'Cat' is a Rigid Designator, What Does It Designate?" Philosophical Studies 37 (1980), 61‑64. 

"Rigid Designators and Disguised Descriptions," in New Essays in the Philosophy of Language, ed. Francis Jeffry Pelletier and Calvin G. Normore (Lethbridge, Alberta: Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 1980), 111‑117.

"What Makes Us Use the Same Word?" in Epistemology and Philosophy of Science, Proceedings of the 7th International Wittgenstein Symposium (Vienna: Hölder‑Pichler‑Tempsky, 1983), 112‑114.

"Names and Possible Objects," Philosophical Quarterly, Vol. 35, July 1985, 303‑310.

"Indeterminacy of Identity," Analysis, Vol. 46/4 (October 1986), 179‑186.

"Descartes' Alleged Representationalism," History of Philosophy Quarterly (April 1987), 179‑195.

"Difference at Origin," Philosophia, Vol. 17, No. 4 (December 1987), 501‑ 507 (accompanied by replies from Hugh Chandler and Nathan Salmon). 

"An Arnauldian Defense of Cartesianism," Philosophy and Culture, Proceedings of the XVIIth World Congress of Philosophy (Editions Montmorency, 1988), Vol. IV, 355-358.

"Descartes' Doubt of Minds," Dialogue xxvii (1988), 31-39.

"Leibniz, God, and Posssible Objects," Leibniz:  Tradition and Aktualitat, 1988, 166-173.

"Malebranche Versus Arnauld," The Journal of the History of Philosophy, April 1991, 183-199.

"Malebranche and Arnauld:  The Argument for Ideas," in The Great Arnauld and Some of his Philosophical Correspondents, ed. by Elmar J. Kremer (Toronto:  University of Toronto Press, 1994), 69-88.

"Descartes and the Dustbin of the Mind," History of Philosophy Quarterly, January 1996, 17-33.


“The Ontological Status of Malebranchean Ideas,” The Journal of the History of Philosophy, October 1998, 37-56.

“Getting Clear on the Two-Envelope Paradox,” Southwest Philosophy Review, January 2002, 45-51.

“Desgabets’ Representation Principle,” The Journal of the History of Philosophy, April 2002, 189-200.
“Comments on ‘Leibniz’s Attractive Trilemma’,” Southwest Philosophy Review, Vol. 20, Number 2, July 2004, 207-209.  

“Desgabets on the Creation of Eternal Truths,” The Journal of the History of Philosophy, January 2005, 21-36.

“Malebranche’s Criticism of Descartes’s Proof that there are Bodies,” The British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 15(4) 2007: 641 – 657.
"Desgabets as a Cartesian Empiricist," The Journal of the History of Philosophy, October 2008, 501-515.
Invited Articles 
Book review of Epistemological Direct Realism in Descartes' Philosophy, by Brian E. O'Neil, Southwestern Journal of Philosophy, Fall 1975 (VI/3), 210‑212.

"Tips for Time Travel" in Philosophers Look at Science Fiction, ed. Nicholas D. Smith (Chicago: Nelson‑Hall, 1982), 47‑55.

"Who Inhabits Riverworld?" in Philosophers Look at Science Fiction, 97‑104.

Book review of Idea and Ontology: An Essay in Early Modern Metaphysics of Ideas, by Marc A. Hight, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, 29.01.16.
Papers Read

"Wittgenstein's Appeal to Particular Cases," Department of Philosophy, Southern Methodist University, February 1974.

"Wittgenstein and the Importance of Talking About Words," School of Humanistic Studies, Oklahoma State University, April 1974



"The Alleged Ambiguity of 'Idea' in Descartes' Philosophy," Southwestern Philosophical Society, New Orleans, fall 1974.

Tulsa University, April 1975: Over a period of a day and a half I used a meeting of the philosophy club, a seminar meeting, and a formal paper to introduce the later philosophy of Wittgenstein to interested faculty members and students. 
Florida Technological University, March 1976: adopting a Wittgensteinian stance, I explained Wittgenstein's philosophy to Florida Technological University's philosophy club.

"Who Inhabits Riverworld?" (a study in personal identity), National Conference of the Science Fiction Research Association, Waterloo, Iowa, June 1978.

"Singular Terms and Rigid Designators," Southwestern Philosophical Society, fall 1978.

"If 'Cat' Is A Rigid Designator, What Does It Designate?", American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, San Diego, March 1979.

"Rigid Designators and Disguised Descriptions," American Philosophical Association, Western Division, Denver, April 1979.

"Tips for Time Travel," Popular Culture Association Convention, Pittsburgh, April 1979.

"Looking for What is Common to All Games," Fourth International Wittgenstein Symposium, Kirchberg am Wechsel, Austria, August 1979.

"Tips for Time Travel," National Science Fiction Research Association, South Lake Tahoe, California, June 1979.

"Science Fiction and Personal Identity," Southwestern Oklahoma State University, Weatherford, Oklahoma, March 1980.

"Tips for Time Travel," Beloit College, Beloit, Wisconsin, April 1980.

"Tips for Time Travel," University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, April 1980.

"Difference At Origin," Western Division Meetings of American Philosophical Association, Milwaukee, April 1981.

"What Makes Us Use the Same Word?", Seventh International Wittgenstein Symposium, Kirchberg am Wechsel, Austria, August 1982.

"The Myth of Descartes' Representationalism," Western Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Chicago, April 1983.

"An Arnauldian Defense of Cartesianism," XVIIe World Congress of Philosophy, Montreal, August 1983.

"Merely Possible Objects," Pacific Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Long Beach, March 1984.

"Knowledge and Relevant Alternatives," Eleventh International Wittgenstein Symposium, Kirchberg am Wechsel, Austria, August 1986.

"Leibniz, God, and Possible Objects," V. Internationaler Leibniz‑Kongress, Hannover, West Germany, November 1988.

"Malebranche Versus Arnauld," Texas A & M University, October, 1989.

"Descartes and the Dustbin of the Mind," Central Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Chicago, April 1993. 

"The Ontological Status of Malebranchean Ideas," Central Division meetings of the American

Philosophical Association, Chicago, April 1996.

Comments on Thomas Norton-Smith's "A Constructive Realist's Consideration of Berkeley's Philosophy of Arithmetic," meetings of the Central States Philosophical Association, Kansas City, October 1996.  

“Getting Clear on the Two-Envelope Paradox,” Central Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, New Orleans, May 1999.

“Pierre-Sylvain Régis’ Proof of an External World,” Central States Philosophical Association, October 1999.

“Robert Desgabets’ Representation Principle,” Central Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Chicago, April 2000.

“Descartes on the Creation of Possibilities,” 52nd Northwest Conference on Philosophy, Forest Grove, OR, November 2000.

“Getting Clear on the Two-Envelope Paradox,” Southwestern Philosophical Society, Dallas, November 2001.

“Desgabets on the Creation of Eternal Truths,” Pacific Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Seattle, March 2002 (symposium paper).

“Schmaltz on Desgabets’s Radical Cartesianism,” Pacific Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, San Francisco, March 2003 (part of author-meets-critics session on Tad Schmaltz’s Radical Cartesianism).

“Comments on ‘Leibniz’s Attractive Trilemma’,” commentary on a paper by Arthur Morton, annual meetings of the Southwestern Philosophical Society, Memphis, November 2003.
“Desgabets as a Cartesian Empiricist,” The New England Colloquium in Early Modern Philosophy, Harvard, June 2005.
“Malebranche’s Soft Dualism,” Pacific Division meetings of the American Philosophical Association, Portland, March 2006.

“Cartesian Actualism,” Atlantic Canada Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy, Halifax, July 2007.

“Cartesian Actualism,” Oxford Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy, Oxford, October 2007.
GRANTS AND AWARDS

University of Oklahoma Arts and Sciences Faculty Summer Fellowship, 1974. 
University of Oklahoma Career Development Grant, Summer, 1976. 
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst language course scholarship, Bremen, West Germany, July 5‑August 27, 1982.  (Received Goethe Institute Deutsch als Fremdsprache certificate).

University of Oklahoma Associates' Distinguished Lectureship for 1985‑86.

University of Oklahoma Arts and Sciences Senior Faculty Summer Research Fellowship, 1987. 

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute in Early Modern Philosophy, June 27‑August 5, 1988, Brown University.

University of Oklahoma Associates' Distinguished Lecturership for 1988‑89. 

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant, May 1999.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant, August 1999.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant, April 2000.

Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, November 2000.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant, November 2001.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant, March 2002.

Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, March 2002.

Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, March 2003.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant to travel, November 2003.

Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, June 2005.
Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, March 2006.

Faculty Enrichment Grant from Arts & Sciences, July 2007.

Faculty Travel Assistance Grant from the Office of Academic Research, the Dean’s Office (CAS), and the Department of Philosophy, Fall 2007.
Research Council Funds to support research at the Bibliothèque intercommunale d’Epinal-Golbey in Epinal, France during October 23-27, 2007.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Chair of sessions of the Southwestern Philosophical Society (1977), the Popular Culture Association (1980), the Iowa Conference on Ideas (1989), the Leibniz Society (1990), and the Eastern Division of the American Philosophical Association (1992).

Outside referee for tenure and promotion candidates at Claremont Graduate University, Gustavus Adolphus, University of Louisville (Balknap Campus), and Virginia Polytechnic Institute.

Over the years I have refereed various papers and books for various journals, meetings, and book publishers.  In fall of 2000 I agreed to be a continuing referee for The Journal of the History of Philosophy.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Philosophical Association, Central Division

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Advisor for undergraduate philosophy majors and for University College students, 1969‑74, fall 1976

Permanent member of Language Proficiency Committee

Primary responsibility for major revision of the departmental syllabus, 1971‑72

Committee A member, 1972‑74, 1979‑81, 1985‑87, 1988‑90, 1993-95, 2003-2004
Chairman, General Examinations Committee, 1972‑73, 1976ff

Chairman, Logic and Language Proficiency Committee, 1972ff

Chairman, Logic Proficiency Committee, 1974‑75

Chairman, Language and General Examination Committee, 1980ff

Member, Graduate Studies Committee, 1981‑87, 1993-95, 1996-present

Graduate Adviser for Philosophy, 1983‑84

Member, Search Committees, 1986, 1991, 1994-95, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2006-2007
Member, Grants Committee, 1987  

Chair, Search Committee for Department Chair, 1989-90

Member, Departmental Review Committee, 1991

Member, Committee to revise criteria for promotion and tenure and to revise criteria for graduate faculty membership, 1991

Computer Committee, member 1991-present, chair 1992-2003
Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Differential Workloads, 1993

Department Placement Officer, fall 1994, 1996-2007
Member, OU Philosophy Self-Study Committee, 1998-99

Chair, Search Committee for position in Chinese Philosophy, 1999-2000
Member, Faculty Awards Committee, 2005

Chair, Search Committee for position in modern philosophy or philosophy of language, 2005-2006

Member, Search Committee for position in philosophy of religion

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Faculty sponsor for University Science Fiction Club, 1982

Academic Misconduct Board, 1986‑94.

General Education Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 1987.

Faculty Senate, 1987‑89.

TEACH Test Panel Member, 1989-present.

Arts and Sciences Tenure and Promotion Committee, 1989-90.

Faculty Appeals Board, 1993-present.

Academic Misconduct and Academic Grade Appeals Board, 1995-present

THESES AND DISSERTATIONS ADVISED

Carol Caraway, Wittgenstein on Thinking, M.A., 1975.

Donald Jones, Queer But True, Ph.D., 1979.

Carol Caraway, Criteria, Ph.D., 1982.

Paul Oxley, Forms of Life and the Logical Requirements of Language in the Early and Later Wittgenstein, M.A., 1982.

Mark Oyloe, Relevant Alternatives, Skepticism, and Contextual Knowledge, M.A., 1992.

Mark Clive Hulbert, Ideas as Acts of Perception:  A Direct Realist Interpretation of Descartes' 

Theory of Sense Perception, Ph.D., 1992 (winner of Arts and Sciences best dissertation award).

Robert James Thompson, The Emergence of Objects: A Study in Constitution, Ph.D., 2004 (winner of Arts and Sciences best dissertation award).  

I am currently advising a dissertation by Jason Oakes.
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