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EDUCATION

     University of Toronto, Canada:

Ph.D., Philosophy, Nov. 1986.

     City College, CUNY, New York:

M.A., Political Science, 1976.

     Fergusson College, Poona, India:

B.A. (Hons.), English Literature.

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

▪University of Oklahoma, Assistant Professor, 1987-93; Associate Professor, 1993-2008; Professor, 2008-2010; Professor Emerita, 2010-present.
▪Senior Researcher, Mercatus Center, George Mason University, and Affiliate, Dept. of Philosophy, George Mason University.


▪NEH Visiting Professor, SUNY Potsdam, Fall 1999.

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Ethical Theory, Moral Psychology, Social and Political Philosophy 

AREAS OF COMPETENCE

History of Ethics, Philosophy of Law, Philosophy and Literature, Philosophy and Film

AWARDS AND GRANTS


▪Earhart Foundation Grant, 2010 – 2011.


▪Visiting Scholar, Social Philosophy and Policy Center, Spring 2008.


▪Visiting Scholar, Liberty Fund, Indianapolis, January - December 2002.


▪NEH Distinguished Visiting Professor, SUNY Potsdam, Fall 1999.

▪Laurance S. Rockefeller Fellowship, University Center for Human Values, 

Princeton University, 1996-97.


▪Visiting Scholar, Social Philosophy and Policy Center, Spring 1994


▪NEH Summer Institute, Univ. of California at Santa Cruz, Summer 1992.


▪F. Leroy Hill Summer Faculty Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies at 


George Mason University, 1990. 

▪Faculty Enrichment Grants, University of Oklahoma, 1992, 1993, 1996, March 1998, October 1998, December 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008.


▪NEH Internal Awards, University of Oklahoma, 1992 and 1997.

▪College of Arts and Sciences Summer Fellowships, Univ. of Oklahoma, 1988 &1989. 


▪Course Development Grant, University of Oklahoma, Summer 1988. 

     
▪Killam Memorial Postdoctoral Fellowship, Dalhousie University, 1986‑1987. 

Books

▪Well-Being: Happiness in a Worthwhile Life (Oxford University Press, June 2014).

▪Friendship: A Philosophical Reader (ed.) (Cornell Univ. Press, 1993).
▪Is Virtue Only A Means to Happiness?”  (The Objectivist Society, 2001), 2nd edition (The Atlas Society, 2015). 
Discussions of Well-Being: Happiness in a Worthwhile Life
▪“Precis of Well-Being: Happiness in an Objectively Worthwhile Life,” Journal of Value Inquiry, March 2016.  

▪"Replies to My Commentators” (Daniel Haybron, Valerie Tiberius, and Nancy Snow), Journal of Value Inquiry, March 2016.  

▪“Virtue and the Good Life: Introducing Well-Being: Happiness in a Worthwhile Life” (2017) https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/virtue-good-life-introducing-well-being-happiness-worthwhile-life
▪“Neera Badhwar’s Neo-Aristotelian Well-Being: a Stoic Response,” by Matthew Cashen, in The Journal of Happiness Studies, Volume 24, Issue 08, December 2023
Articles

▪”There are Divinities in Liberal Market Societies Too,” forthcoming in Social Philosophy and Policy, 2025.

▪”The Unity of Virtue in Aristotle and Ayn Rand,” and “Reply to Ben Bayer,” forthcoming in James E. Lennox and Gregory Salmieri, eds. Normative Ethics (University of Pittsburgh, 2024).

▪“Liberal Freedoms, the Problem of Power, and the Priority of Moral Philosophy,”
Guest Edited by Carrie-Ann Biondi, Symposium on David Schmidt’s Living Together (Reason Papers, Vol. 44, No. 2, Fall 2024).
▪“Virtue Ethics,” The Routledge Companion to Libertarianism, eds. Benjamin Ferguson and Matt Zwolinski (London: Routledge, E book: April 2022; print: 2022): 68-81. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780367814243
▪“An Objectivist Case for Libertarianism,” in Aaron Ross Powell and Grant Babcock, eds. Arguments for Liberty (Libertarianism.org Press, 2017), https://www.libertarianism.org/publications/essays/objectivist-case-libertarianism
▪“Aristotle on the Love of Friends” (with Russell Jones) in Oxford Handbook of the Philosophy of Love, Oct 2017 (Online Publication: DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199395729.013.22). Print: 2024.
▪“Love and Friendship: Achieving Happiness in Jane Austen’s Emma”” (with Eva Dadlez), in ed. Eva Dadlez, Jane Austen’s Emma: Philosophical Perspectives (New York: Oxford University Press), May 2018. 

▪“Individualistic Perfectionism and Human Nature,” in Symposium on Douglas Den Uyl and Douglas Rasmussen’s The Perfectionist Turn,” Reason Papers, September 2017, pp. 22-34. https://reasonpapers.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/rp_391rev2.pdf
▪"Justice Within the Limits of Human Nature Alone," Social Philosophy and Policy, Vol. 33, 1-2, October 2016, 193-213; Online 7 December 2016. DOI: https://doi-org.ezproxy.lib.ou.edu/10.1017/S0265052516000315
▪“Happiness,” Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Well-Being (Routledge: 2016): 307-319.

▪“Reasoning about Wrong Reasons, No Reasons, and Reasons of Virtue,” The Philosophy and Psychology of Character and Happiness, ed. Nancy E. Snow and Franco Trivigno (Routledge, June 2014): 34-53.
▪“Kidneys, Commerce, and Community,” Commerce and Community, ed. Robert F. Garnett Jr., Paul Lewis, Lenore T. EalyTop of Form

    Bottom of Form

 (Routledge, July 2014): 303-321.

▪“Objectivity and Subjectivity in Theories of Well-being,” Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly, Vol 32, No. 1 (Spring 2014): 23-28. 
▪”Moral Character,” International Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, February 2013 (online).

▪“Ayn Rand” (co-authored with Roderick T. Long), Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, June 2010; major revision July 2012; minor revision 2017, in http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ayn-rand
▪“The Milgram Experiments, Learned Helplessness, and Character Traits,” Journal of Ethics
(special issue on Situationism) 3 June 2009, 1-33 (online); 257-289 (printed).
▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You? A Realistic Response,” The Journal of Philosophy, V. CV, No.  2, February 2008, 85-107.

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Politics, Philosophy, and Economics, August 2008, 

V. 7, No. 3, 301-326.

     An earlier, shorter version appeared in French in Bernard Schumacher, ed. L'amitié 

(Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2005), in the series Philosophie morale, 183-208. 
▪“Carnal Wisdom and Sexual Virtue,” in Raja Halwani ed., Sex and Ethics: Essays on

Sexuality, Virtue, and the Good Life (Palgrave MacMillan, 2007), 134-46.
▪“Experiments in Living,” The Philosophers’ Magazine (the Mill bicentenary issue), Issue 35, 3rd quarter (2006), 58-61. 
▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Social Philosophy and Policy, issue on Justice and Global Politics, Vol. 23, Winter 2006, and in E. Paul, J. Paul, and F. Miller, eds. Justice and Global Politics (Cambridge University Press): 69-101. 

▪“Friendship and Sexuality,” in Alan Soble, ed. Sex from Plato to Paglia: A Philosophical Encyclopedia; 2005, 390-97. 

▪“Love," in Hugh LaFollete, ed. Oxford Handbook of Practical Ethics (OUP, 2003), pp. 42-69. 

▪"Moral Worth and the Worth of Rights," in T. Machan, ed. Liberty and Democracy (Hoover Institution Press, 2002), 89-115.

▪“Is Virtue Only a Means to Happiness?" Reason Papers, No. 24, Fall 1999, pp. 1-20.

▪“Friendship," Encyclopaedia of Philosophy (Routledge, 1998), 5,046 words (online).

▪"Self-Interest and Virtue," Social Philosophy and Policy, Vol. 14, Jan. 1997, 226-63, and in Self-Interest, ed. E. F. Paul (Cambridge University Press, 1997).
▪"The Limited Unity of Virtue," Nous, Vol. 30, No. 3, Sept. 1996, pp. 306-329.

▪"Moral Agency, Commitment, and Impartiality," Social Philosophy and Policy,  Vol. 13, 1996, 

1-26, and in Community, Individual, and the State, ed. E. Paul (Cambridge University Press). 


▪“The Nature and Significance of Friendship,” in N. Badhwar, ed. Friendship: A Philosophical Reader (Cornell Univ. Press, 1993), pp. 1-36. 

▪"Altruism vs Self-Interest: Sometimes a False Dichotomy," Social Philosophy and Policy, V. 10, Jan. 1993, pp. 90-117 and in Altruism, ed. E. F. Paul (Cambridge University Press, 1993). 

▪"The Circumstances of Justice: Liberalism, Community, and Friendship" (pp. 208-34), Journal of Political Philosophy, Vol. I, June 1993. 

        ▪Revised, shortened version reprinted in Philosophical Perspectives on Sex and Love, ed. Robert Stewart (New York: Oxford University Press, 1994). 

▪**"Why It's Wrong to be Always Guided by the Best: Friendship and Consequentialism," Ethics, April 1991, pp. 483-504.

▪**"The Rejection of Ethical Rationalism," Logos, V. 10, 1989, pp. 99-131. (Issue on Reason and Moral Judgment.)

▪**"Autonomy, Liberty, and Utility," Critical Notice of L. Haworth's Autonomy, Dialogue, Vol. XXVIII, 3, 1989, pp. 487-98.** 

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, V. 48, No. 1, Sept. 1987, pp. 1‑23. 

     ▪Revised version reprinted in Eros, Agape and Philia, ed. A. Soble (New York: Paragon House, 1990), pp. 165-86 and in On Sex, Love, and Friendship: Addresses of the Society for the Philosophy of Sex and Love, 1977-1992 (Atlanta and Amsterdam: Rodopi Publishers, 1996).

     ▪Excerpt from the original (pp. 1-16) reprinted in On Love and Friendship: Philosophical Readings, ed. C. Williams (Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 1995) pp. 202-18.

▪“Friendship, Justice and Supererogation," American Philosophical Quarterly, V. 22, 2, April 1985, pp. 123‑131. 

**These articles appeared under the name "Neera Badhwar Kapur").

Reviews and Comments
▪Review of Gary Chartier’s Understanding Friendship,” forthcoming in Journal of Value Inquiry, 2024,
▪““Do All Interesting Experiences Add to the Quality of Life? A Response to Lorraine Besser,”
Journal of Philosophical Research, 2024.
▪Review of Alexander Nehamas’ On Friendship (Basic Books, 2016), in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, August 2016.
▪Review of Paul Bloomfield, The Virtues of Happiness (Oxford University Press, 2014), in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, January 2016.
▪Review of Mark Alfano’s Character as Moral Fiction (Cambridge University Press, 2013), in Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, January 2014.
▪Participation in CATO Unbound Symposium, "What's Living and What’s Dead in the Moral and Political Thought of Ayn Rand?" with Douglas Rasmussen (lead essay), Roderick T. Long, and Michael Huemer (2,308 words), www.CatoUnbound.org, 25th January, 2010.
▪Review of Anita Superson’s The Moral Skeptic (Oxford University Press, 2009), Ethics 120 (April 2010), 635-639. http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/652484
▪Review of Daniel Haybron, The Pursuit of Unhappiness: The Elusive Psychology of Well-Being (OUP, 2008), Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, October 2009. http://ndpr.nd.edu/review.cfm?id=17645
▪Review of Jodi Halpern, From Detached Concern to Empathy, Law and Philosophy, Vol. 25, No. 5, September 2006, pp. 573-580. 

▪Review of William S. Hamrick, Kindness and the Good Society: Connections of the Heart in Notre Dame Philosophical Review, September 2002 (1-8). http://ndpr.icaap.org/content/archives/2002/9/badhwar-hamrick.html
▪Review of George W. Harris, Dignity and Vulnerability: Strength and Quality of Character, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 2001.

▪Review of M. Nussbaum and J. Glover, eds. Women, Culture and Development: A Study of Human Capabilities, Ethics, July 1997, pp. 725-29.

▪Book Note on J. Kupperman, Character, Ethics, 1993. 


▪Book Note on G. Allan, Friendship: Developing A Sociological Perspective, Ethics, April 1991.
▪Book Note on D. Hoekema, Rights and Wrongs, Ethics, January 1988, p. 414. 
Blogs and Magazine Articles

▪“Your Votes. Do. Matter,” Pro-Social Libertarians
https://prosociallibertarians.substack.com/p/your-votes-do-matter
▪Libertarians: Limited Government – or Abortion Bans? (substack.com)

Revised and expanded version: 

 Abortion Bans Go Hand in Hand With a Draconian State (theunpopulist.net) 
▪The Non-Aggression Principle and the Moral Psychology of Bigotry | Libertarianism.org 2021
▪Our Punitive Society: You are Nothing but your Worst Act,” Psychology Today, March 2021.
https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/worthwhile-life/202103/our-punitive-society-you-are-nothing-your-worst-act
▪Cronyism: A Toxic Friendship between Business and Government | Libertarianism.org 
March 2020

What’s Wrong With the Princeton Faculty Letter? | whatswrongcvsp.com December 2020.

▪Unpersuasive Arguments: An Analysis | Libertarianism.org Feb. 2017

▪An Objectivist Case for Libertarianism | Libertarianism.org August 2017 
▪No, Free Markets and Prosperity Don't Require Greed or Vanity | Libertarianism.org Part 1, Dec. 2017

▪No, Free Markets and Business Don't Require Moral Compromise | Libertarianism.org Part 2, Dec. 2017

▪“Rescuing Refugees,” Huffington Post, Jan. 16, 2016 (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/neera-k-badhwar/rescuing-refugees_b_8991948.html).

▪Virtue and the Good Life: Introducing Well-Being: Happiness in a Worthwhile Life | Libertarianism.org June 21, 2016
▪On Reaping What You Sow | Libertarianism.org May 12, 2016 

▪Against Paternalism | Libertarianism.org Oct. 2015 and in What’s Wrong? (“the not-quite-official blog of CU-Boulder’s Center for Values and Social Policy”), October 2015.

▪“Pathologies of Power,” The Humanist, 23 June 2015 (https://thehumanist.com/magazine/july-august-2015/up-front/pathologies-of-power
▪ It’s not Unlibertarian to Acknowledge Weakness of Will and Situational Influences | Libertarianism.org March 19, 2014.

▪“Just Market Exchanges,” April 5, 2013 (https://www.libertarianism.org/blog/just-market-exchanges)

▪“From the Silk Trade Route to the World Trade Center,” The Navigator (print and on-line), 

September 2002. http://www.objectivistcenter.org/text/nbadhwar_silk-trade-route-wtc.asp

CONFERENCES

Papers
▪“Divinities in Liberal Free-Market Societies,” New York University in Abu Dhabi, Nov. 2023; Markets and Society Conference, October 2023.
▪“The Non-Aggression Principle and the Moral Psychology of Bigotry,” APEE, April 2023
“Ethics and Entrepreneurship,” APEE, April 2021.

“Virtue and Entrepreneurship: A Mixed Picture,” APEE, April 2020.

“Agreement and The Moral Costs of Believing in Political Authority,” APEE, April 2019 
“On How not to Defend Markets and Business,” APEE, April 2018. 
“Emancipation of Women,” APEE, April 2017.

“Bad Arguments Against Nudging Will Not Defeat Bad Arguments For Nudging,” APEE, April 2015.

▪”Is Realism Really Bad for You?” Conference on Well-Being, Hebrew University, July 2015 and PPE, George Mason University, 2015.
▪“Well-being and Virtue,” University of Virginia, November 2012 and York University, Oct. 2012.

▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You?” and “Happy Villains,” Ryerson University, Toronto, Oct. 2012.

▪“Well-being & Virtue,” Universidad Torcuato Di Tella School of Law, Buenos Aires, Aug. 2012.
▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Eseade University Institute, Buenos Aires, August 2012.
▪“Aristotle on the Complete Friendship of Imperfect People” (with Russell Jones), Ethics Conference, Bled, Slovenia, June 2012.

▪“The Necessity Thesis: Weaker than you Think,” Duke University, April 2012.
▪“Aristotle on the Complete Friendship of Imperfect People” (with Russell Jones), 

University of Western Ontario, October 2011.

▪“Happy Villains? A Defense of the Thesis that Happiness as the Highest Good Entails Virtue,” 

Rocky Mountain Ethics Conference, University of Colorado, Boulder, August 2011.

▪“Autonomy and Moral Virtue,” College of William and Mary, November 2010.

▪“Autonomy as a Moral Virtue,” Rocky Mountain Ethics Conference, University of Colorado, Boulder, August 2010.

▪“Autonomy in Moral Judgment,” Conference on Moral Judgment, University of Arizona, November 2009.

▪”Happiness: From Subjectivity to Objectivity,” conference on Happiness: East and West, University of Hong Kong, December 2009.

▪”Happiness: From Subjectivity to Objectivity,” Ethical and Social Scientific Perspectives on 

Well- being, Interdisciplinary Conference on Well-Being at the Anatol Center, California State University Long Beach, March 5-7, 2009.

▪“Generosity as a Civic Virtue,” Invited Symposium on Civic Virtue, APA, Pacific Division, 

April 2009.

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Philosophy, Politics, and Economics Workshop,

Department of Economics, George Mason University, December 2009.

▪“Philosophers on Happiness,” One-day Workshop at the University of Denver, Colorado, 

October 2008

▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You? A Realistic Response,” University of Colorado, Boulder, April 2008.

▪”Is Virtue Only a Means to Happiness?” public lecture, University of Colorado, Boulder, April 2008. 

▪“The Milgram Experiments, Self-Knowledge, and Character Traits,” Bowling Green State University.
▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You? A Realistic Response,” St. Louis University, November 2007.

▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You? A Realistic Response,” University of Missouri, October 2007.

▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Universidad Francisco Marroquin, Guatemala City, November 2006.

▪“Philosophical, Psychological, and Economic Perspectives on Happiness,” APEE, 2006.

▪“Happiness as the Highest Good,” Washington University, February 2006.

▪“Is Realism Really Bad for You? A Critique of Some Critiques of Realism,” Carl M. Williams Institute of Ethics and Values, Conference on Virtue Ethics & Moral Psychology, October 2005.

▪“Carnal Wisdom and Sexual Virtue,” Colloquium on Sex and Virtue, Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March 2005.

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” 2005 Joint Session of the Mind Association and the Aristotelian Society, University of Manchester. 
▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Panel on Philosophy, Politics, and Economics, APEE, April 2005.

▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Social Philosophy and Policy Center, Bowling Green State University, October 2004.

▪“International Aid: When Giving Becomes a Vice,” Georgia State University, October 2004. 

▪“Happiness as the Highest Good,” University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, December 2004.

▪“Does Happiness Entail Virtue? The Unhappy State of Arguments Against An Ancient Thesis,” 2004 Joint Session of the Mind Association and the Aristotelian Society, University of Kent.
▪Workshop on David Schmidtz, Elements of Justice, Brown University, May 2004.

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” APEE, April 2004.

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Freedom Communications, Inc., Dallas, January 2005. 

▪“Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Chapman University, March 2005 

▪Panel discussion of Jodi Halpern, From Detached Concern to Empathy: Humanizing Medical Practice, Pacific Division Meetings of the APA, March 2003.
▪“Happiness,” Conference on Happiness, Santa Barbara Community College, Santa Barbara, April 2003.

▪“Moral Worth and the Worth of Rights,” Indiana University, November 2002.

▪”Love," Bowling Green State University, January 2002; 

▪"Love," University of Texas, Austin, April 2002.

▪"Love," University of Reading, England, May 2001.

▪“Love," Indiana University, November 2002.

▪"Self-Interest and Altruism," Utah State University, March 2000 and "Happiness," Utah State University, March 2000.

▪"Happiness," University of Kentucky, Feb. 1999; Sept. 1999, SUNY, Potsdam 

▪"Does Happiness Entail Morality?" Oct. 1999, SUNY, Potsdam

▪"Friendship," Dec. 1999, SUNY, Potsdam

▪"Happiness," Conference on the Emotions, Arizona State University, February 1998.

▪"Well-Being: From Subjectivity to Objectivity," Fellows' Seminar, Princeton Univ., March 1997.

▪"Self-Interest and Virtue," Phil. and Public Affairs Colloquium, Princeton Univ., Dec. 1996; 
New York University, October 1996; Social Philosophy & Policy Conference on Self-Interest, Sept. 1995.
▪"Justice and Benevolence: An Aristotelian Perspective," Department of Philosophy and Social Philosophy and Policy Center, Bowling Green State University, April 1994

▪"Moral Agency, Commitment, and Impartiality," Social Philosophy and Policy Conference on Community, Individual, and the State, Oct. 1994.

▪"Aristotle and Altruism," APA, Eastern Division Meetings, December 1994.
▪”The Virtues of Benevolence: The Unnamed Virtues in The Fountainhead,” Ayn Rand Society, APA, Eastern Division Meetings, December 1993.
▪"The Limited Unity of Virtue," University of Texas at Austin, March 1992.

▪"The Limited Unity of Virtue," University of Kansas, April 1992.

▪"The Limited Unity of Virtue," Prague, October 1993.

▪"The Limited Unity of Virtue," Lorand Eotvos University, Budapest, October 1993; 

▪"Circumstances of Justice: Liberalism, Community, & Friendship," Univ. of Arkansas, Dec. 1992. 

▪"Altruism vs Prudence: Sometimes A False Dichotomy," Conference on Altruism, November 1991. 

▪"Why It's Wrong To Be Always Guided By The Best: Friendship And Consequentialism," Kansas State University, November 1989; Southern Methodist University, April 1990. 

▪"The Rejection Of Ethical Rationalism," IHS One-Day Seminar, George Mason University, May 1989.

▪"The Rejection Of Ethical Rationalism," Conference on Reason and Moral Judgment, Santa Clara University, April 1989.

▪"The Rejection Of Ethical Rationalism," Atlantic Philosophical Association, New Brunswick, April 1987.

▪"The Rejection Of Ethical Rationalism," Dalhousie University, Dec. 1986. 

▪"Utilitarianism And The Justification Of Friendship," Panel on Friendship, American Association for the Philosophic Study of Society and The Institute for Humane Studies (with the APA), New York, December 1987; University of Edinburgh, May 1987; Dalhousie University, October 1986. 

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Oxford University, May 1987.

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Rice University, February 1986.

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Canadian Philosophical Association, June 1986.

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," American Association for the Philosophic Study of Society (with the APA, Chicago, April 1985).

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Society for the Philosophy of Sex and Love (with the APA), Washington, December 1985.

▪“Friends As Ends In Themselves," Canadian Society for Women in Philosophy, Montreal, November 1984. 

▪"Friendship, Justice And Supererogation," Canadian Philosophical Association, Guelph, June 1984.

▪"Friendship, Justice And Supererogation," Ontario Graduates' Colloquium, Guelph, Spring 1984.
▪"Friendship, Justice And Supererogation," Canadian Society for Women in Philosophy, Waterloo, October 1983.

Conference Director: “International Ethics,” Liberty Fund, January 2004.
Conference Director and Discussion Leader: “International Ethics,” Liberty Fund, April 2007.

Conference Director, “Paternalism”, Liberty Fund, May 2017.
Comments and Discussions
“Do All Interesting Experiences Add to the Quality of Life? A Response to Lorraine Besser,” APA, April 2023.

“

▪“Comments on Nomy Arpaly and Timothy Schroeder’s “Desire and Virtue”

▪”Comments on Eric Barnes’ `Autonomy and Creative Responsibility,’ American Philosophical Association, March 2010. 

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on Liberty & Utopia in the Works of Nathaniel Hawthorne, Concord, Massachusetts, 2006.

▪Comments on Michelle Mason’s “Shamelessness as a Vice,” American Philosophical Association, April 2002.

▪Comments on Mark Jenkins’s “Williams, Internalization and the Grip of Ethical Practice,” American Philosophical Association, March 2002.
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Perfectionism,” May 2002. 
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Islam and the Defense of Liberty,” June 2002.  
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Classical Liberalism and Its Critics: Locke and Hegel,” July 2002.
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Self-Knowledge, Moderation, and Liberty,” August 2002.
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Literature and the rule of Law,” September  2002. ▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “The Development of Order and Liberty in Markets and Society,” October 2002. 
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, “Liberty and Law in a World of Sovereign States,” Oct. 2002. 
▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Why Government Growth," November 2002. 

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Freedom and the Epic," December 2002.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Individualism, Pluralism, Rights, & Community," Feb. 2001.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Ecocentrism and Liberal Thought: Implications for Liberty," June 2001.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Liberty and Autocracy in Conrad's Under Western Eyes," August 2001.

▪Comments on Michael Woolf's "Humor as a Tool of Normativity," American Philosophical Association, March 2001.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Liberty and Responsibility in the Works of Henry David Thoreau," June 2000.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "The Darwinian Challenge to the Doctrine of Natural Rights," March 2000.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference, "Virtue, Progress, and Tradition," Jan. 1999.

▪Comments on Nicholas Dixon's "Pride, Modesty and Snobbery," American Philosophical Association, March 1999.
▪Respondent for play, La Ronde, Potsdam College, 1999.

▪Comments on Earl Conee's "Good Friends," APA, December 1998.

▪Comments on Paula Gottlieb's "Death and Venice: Aristotle on Objective Happiness," Central States Philosophical Association, October 1998.

▪Discussant in Current Research Workshop on James Taggart's "Cognitive Pro-Attitudes: What Anti-Humeanism is Really All About," The Institute for Humane Studies, September 1998.

▪Comments on Allen Buchanan, "What's So Special About Nations?" and on

Peter French and Mitchell Haney, "Changes in Latitudes, Changes in Attitudes," Conference on Global Ethics, University of Utah, May 1998.

▪Comments on Robert Card's "Consequentialism, Teleology, and End Friendship,"

American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division Meetings, March 1998.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund conference on "Humboldt and Godwin on Law, Liberty, and the State," March 1998.

▪Comments on Logi Gunnarsson's "Understanding By Assessment," APA, March 1997.

▪Comments on George Kateb's "Socratic Integrity," Fellows' Seminar, Princeton University, Oct. 1996.

▪Comments on Barbara Mackinnon's "Intending Harm," APA, Pacific Division Meetings, April 1996.

▪Comments on Owen Flanagan's "Ethics Naturalized," and on Mark Johnson's "How Moral Psychology Changes Moral Philosophy," APA, Pacific Division Meetings, April 1994.

▪Comments on Michael Zimmerman's "Supererogation and Doing the Best One Can," American Philosophical Association, April 1992.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on Humboldt and Godwin on Law, Liberty and the State, Pasadena, March 1998.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on Liberty in Herbert Spencer's Principles of Ethics, New Orleans, May 1993.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on the Moral Foundations of Property Rights, Durham, June 1993.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on Law, Morality, and Liberty, Rancho Santa Fe, July 1991.

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on the Foundations of Bioethics, Alexandria, November 1990.

▪Commentator on Nick Zangwill's "Quasi-Realism, Mind-Dependence, and the Internal Reading," American Philosophical Association, Los Angeles, March 1990.

▪Commentator on Holly Smith's "Deriving Morality from Rationality," Symposium on David Gauthier's Morals by Agreement, American Philosophical Association, March 1989. 

▪Participant in Liberty Fund Colloquium on Political and Economic Liberties, Charleston, Aug. 1988. 

▪Commentator in a Symposium on Ronald de Sousa, The Rationality of Emotion, Canadian Philosophical Association, Windsor, May 1988. 


▪Commentator on Richard Fern's "The Rights and Duties of Parents: A Political Proposal," American Philosophical Association, Cincinnati, April 1988.

▪Commentator on two papers on "Liberalism and the Political Theory of the Neutral State," Southwestern Political Studies Association, Houston, March 1988. 

▪Commentator on Douglas Butler's "The Possibility of Non-Cognitive Moral Realism," Canadian Philosophical Association, May 1987. 

TEACHING 

♦Ph.d and M.A. Committees

▪Director of Angela Thurmond’s Ph.d. Dissertation (expected 2010)

▪Director of Judith Little's Ph.d. Dissertation, Power and Responsibility (1994)

▪Director of Kathleen Poorman's Ph.d. Dissertation, Self-Knowledge and Virtue (2000)

▪Director of T.J. Singleton's Ph.d. Dissertation, Democratic Virtues: Solidarity, Tolerance, and

 Reflective Obedience (2002)
▪Director of Lee Basham's M.A. Thesis, Animal Compassion (1994)

▪Director of Limeng Yu's M.A. Thesis, Kant and Confucius (1994)

▪Member of Kevin Durand’s Ph d. committee (2000)
▪Member of Anthony Flood’s Ph d. committee (2003)
▪Member of Stephen Brown’s Ph d. committee (2003)
▪Member of Indy Rhodes’ Ph d. committee 

▪Member of Richard Powers’ M.A. committee (2003)
♦Courses

▪Graduate Seminars: Ethical Naturalism, Happiness, Ethical Dimensions of the Self, Virtue Ethics, Forgiveness and Mercy in Legal and Personal Ethics, Moral Psychology, Understanding Evil, Philosophy of Law, Immorality, Derek Parfit's Reasons and Persons.

▪Graduate Survey Courses: Ethical Theory (several times).

▪Undergraduate: A Philosophical Look at Evil (Honors Seminar), Philosophy and Literature, Philosophy and Film, History of Ethics, Death and Dying, Business Ethics, Contemporary Moral Issues, Rhetoric and Reasoning, Philosophy of the Social Sciences, Ethics and the Law, Introduction to Ethics, Introduction to Philosophy (Honors)

▪MLS Directed Readings: 6

▪Honors Independent Research: 3
▪Honors Independent Reading: 2

▪Independent Studies: Several, both graduate and undergraduate.

▪Seminar for Liberty Fund Staff, July 2002.

♦Invited Lectures for Students
▪”Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Center for Civil Society, New Delhi, India, January 2009.

▪”Friendship and Commercial Societies,” Foundation for Economic Education, New York, July 2008.

▪Guest lecturer in CDC Reeve’s course, “Making Sense of Ourselves,” University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, December 3rd, 2004
▪Summer Seminar for Institute for Humane Studies, Bryn Mawr College, June 2006.

▪Week-long Summer Seminar, "Liberty and Society," for undergraduates from all over the country and abroad, organized by the IHS, at The University of Virginia, Charlottesville.
▪Week-long Summer Seminar, Institute for Objectivist Studies, for students and professionals, The University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1995

▪Week-long Summer Seminar, Institute for Objectivist Studies, for students and professionals, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1997

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Philosophical Association (1985-present)

Canadian Philosophical Association (1985-1990) 

SERVICE

University of Oklahoma
▪Faculty Senate, Fall 1997-1999, Fall 2005 - 2007
▪Campus Tenure Committee, 2003 – 2007

▪Faculty Sponsor, OU Student Libertarian Society, 2004-present

▪Knowing Nature Speakers’ Series, 2004-2006
▪Interviewed candidates for the Fulbright Scholarship, 2003.

▪Speakers Service, Fall 2000

▪Faculty Appeals Board, Fall 2000

▪Kaleidoscope Distinguished Lecture Series Committee, Fall 1998-2000

▪Budget and Compensation Committee, Spring 1999-Spring 2000

▪CAS Tenure and Promotion Committee, Fall 1997

▪Kingfisher Chair Search Committee, Fall 1997-98

▪Film Committee, Fall 1997

▪Faculty Advisory Committee to the President, 1995-96

▪Member of Honors Council, 1992-93

▪Undergraduate Liaison to College of Arts and Sciences, 1991-1993, 1997-99

▪OU Rhodes Ad hoc Campus Screening Committee, October 1992

▪Rita Lottinville Prize for Freshmen Committee, 1988-91

▪Marshal at O.U. Graduation Ceremonies, 1989

▪Public Debate: "An Assessment of A. Bloom's The Closing of the American Mind," The College of Arts and Sciences and the Honors Program, March 1988.

▪Faculty Sponsor, Amnesty International, OU Chapter, 1988-90.
▪Faculty Sponsor, OU Chapter,

Department of Philosophy
▪Chair of Amy Olberding’s Tenure and Promotion Committee, Spring 2009.
▪Ad Hoc Committee on Professional Conduct, Spring 2009.
▪Colloquium Committee Chair: Spring-Fall 2000, Fall 2001, 2002-2007.

Member: Fall 1987-1991, 1997-00, Fall 2008-Spring 2009.

▪Graduate Studies Committee, 1987-89, 1994-96, 1998-00, 2001, 2002-Spring 2009.

▪Awards Committee, 2004.

▪Newsletter Spring 2000, Spring 2006
▪Undergraduate Studies Committee, Fall 1991-Spring 1993 (Director), Fall 1997-99

▪Undergraduate Liaison to College of Arts and Sciences, 1991-1993, 1997-99

▪Committee A, Fall 1994-Spring 1996 

▪Tenure and Promotion Committee for Zev Trachtenberg, 1995-96

▪Planning and Steering Committee (1994-1995)

▪Honors Council, 1992-93 

▪Honors Program Coordinator for Department of Philosophy, 1988-1993 

Professional
▪Journal Referee: British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, Ethics, Nous, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, American Philosophical Society, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Journal of Political Philosophy, Hume Studies; British Society for Ethical Theory; Ethical Theory and Moral Practice; Journal of Ethics and Social Philosophy; Journal of Social Philosophy; Journal of Moral Philosophy, Journal of Philosophical Research, Philosophical Quarterly, Journal of Ethics, Review of Politics, and World Literature Today.

▪Reader for Oxford University Press book proposal, 2009; Harvard University Press, 2003; Hackett Publishing Co., 2002; SUNY Press, 2002; University of Illinois of Press, 2001.

▪Reviewer of Research Project for The New Science of Virtues, University of Chicago, 2009; the SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada), 2003.
▪Program Committee, Pacific Division Meetings of the American Philosophical Association, 2010-2013.

▪Program Committee, Central Division Meetings of the American Philosophical Association, 2001-2003.

▪Promotion Referee for candidate at Potsdam College, SUNY, Potsdam, 2008.

▪Tenure Referee for candidate at Auburn University, Auburn, August 2002. 

▪Tenure Referee for candidate at Utah State University, Logan, February 2002.

▪Advisor for Liberty Fund Library, 2002.

▪Reviewer for PSC-CUNY Research Award Program, City University of New York, Jan. 1998

▪Tenure and Promotion Referee for candidate at the University of Texas, Austin, Sept. 1995

▪Reviewer for Claude Lambe Fellowships, Institute for Humane Studies, George Mason University, many times.
▪Reviewer for The Objectivist Center Graduate Student Fellowships, several times.
