
Ryan M. Kasak

Contact InfoRmation
Address 780 Van Vleet Oval Phone 405-701-9776

Kaufman Hall 117 Email kasak@ou.edu
Norman, OK 73091 Webpage https://kasak.oucreate.com/

ReseaRch AReas
Primary Native American linguistics, language documentation & description, historical linguistics,

morphology, phonology, phonetics
Secondary Siouan languages (Mandan, Hidatsa, Crow), Caddoan languages (Caddo, Arikara), Algo-

nquian languages (Quiripi, Pequot-Mohegan), Quechuan languages (Ayacucho, Imbabura)

Education
Yale University: New Haven, CT
May 2019 Ph.D. in Linguistics

Dissertation: Affix ordering and templatic morphology in Mandan
Committee: Stephen Anderson & Claire Bowern (chairs), Marianne Mithun, Natalie Weber
[Available at https://elischolar.library.yale.edu/ling_graduate/3]

May 2015 M.A. in Linguistics

Northeastern Illinois University: Chicago, IL
Dec 2011 M.A. in Linguistics

Thesis: Language contact in the classroom: Teacher attitudes toward multilingual students
in mainstream classrooms
Committee: Shahrzad Mahootian (chair), Richard Hallett, Judith Kaplan-Weigner

University of Iowa: Iowa City, IA
Dec 2006 B.A.

Majors: Spanish Language, Russian Language, Secondary Foreign Language Education
Minors: History, Political Science

Academic Positions & Affiliations
University of Oklahoma: Norman, OK
2020– Assistant Professor: Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics

Indiana University: Bloomington, IN
2021– Research Associate: American Indian Studies Research Institute

Elmhurst University: Elmhurst, IL
2019–2020 Adjunct Professor: Department of Education

Northeastern Illinois University: Chicago, IL
2018 Instructor, Department of Linguistics
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Publications
Books
in prep Kasak, Ryan M.. A grammar of Mandan (Studies in Diversity Linguistics). Berlin, Germany:

Language Science Press.

Journal Articles
r&r Kasak, Ryan M. Switch-reference and clause structure in Quechua. Glossa.

in prep Kasak, Ryan M.. A computational approach to Siouan phylogenetics. Journal of Historical
Linguistics.

Chapters and Proceedings Papers
to appear Kasak, Ryan M. Topic and focus in Mandan. In Ryan M. Kasak, Catherine

Rudin, Armik Mirzayan, & Samiron Dutta (eds.). Proceedings of the 41st Siouan
and Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC). Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma De-
partment of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics. [To be available at:
https://www.siouan.org/proceedings/sclc41].

2019 Kasak, Ryan M. & Sarah Lundquist. Nasal harmony in Hoocąk and Mandan. In
Ryan M. Kasak (ed.), Proceedings of the 38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference
(SCLC). Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University Linguistics Department. [Available
at: https://www.siouan.org/s/SCLC-38-Kasak-Lundquist.pdf].

2019 Torres Carolan, Jonnia & RyanM. Kasak. A phonetic analysis of obstruent series in Hidatsa.
In Ryan M. Kasak (ed.), Proceedings of the 38th Siouan and Caddoan Langauges Conference
(SCLC). Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University Linguistics Department. [Available at:
https://www.siouan.org/s/SCLC-38-Torres-Kasak.pdf].

2016 Kasak, Ryan M.. Siouan and Yuchi: Re-investigating the possibility of a distant genetic
relationship. In Catherine Rudin & Bryan Gordan (eds.), Advances in the Study of Siouan
Languages and Literatures (dedicated to thememory of Robert Rankin), 5-38. Berlin, Germany:
Language Science Press. [Available at: http://langsci-press.org/catalog/view/94/120/445-1].

Other Academic Publications
2012 Fidell, Eugene & 28 others, including Ryan Kasak. Pronouncing dictionary

of the Supreme Court of the United States: Pronunciation notes. [Available at:
http://documents.law.yale.edu/pronouncing-dictionary.]

Edited Volumes
to appear Kasak, Ryan M., Catherine Rudin, Armik Mirzayan, & Samiron Dutta (eds.). Proceedings

of the 41st Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC). Norman, OK: University of
Oklahoma Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics. [To be available
at: https://www.siouan.org/proceedings/sclc41].

2021 Kasak, Ryan M. & Samiron Dutta (eds). Proceedings of the 40th Siouan and
Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC). Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma
Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics. [Available at:
https://www.siouan.org/proceedings/sclc40].

2020 Kasak, Ryan M., Justin McBride, & Samiron Dutta (eds.). Proceedings of the 39th
Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC). Broken Arrow, OK: Northeastern
State University-Broken Arrow Department of Languages and Literature. [Available at:
https://www.siouan.org/proceedings/sclc39]
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Edited Volumes (Cont.)
2019 Kasak, Ryan M. (ed.). Proceedings of the 38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference

(SCLC). Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University Linguistics Department. [Available at:
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/sclc/].

2015 Bennett, Ryan, Rikker Dockum, Emily Gasser, Dolly Goldenberg, Ryan Kasak, &
Patrick Patterson. Proceedings of the Workshop on Sound Systems of Mexico and Cen-
tral America (SSMCA). New Haven, CT: Yale Linguistics Department. [Available at:
http://ling.yale.edu/ssmca-proceedings].

Pedagogical Publications
2016 Benson, Edwin, Cory Spotted Bear, & Ryan Kasak. Ptı̨į́tkushini Ropxímina’ki (The Buffalo

and the Bull Boat). Bloomington, IN: Language Conservancy Publishing.
2016 Benson, Edwin, Cory Spotted Bear, & Ryan Kasak. Shópka Wáakapus Ótit Réeho’sh (Prairie

Dog Goes to School). Bloomington, IN: Language Conservancy Publishing.
2014 Kasak, Ryan M. (ed.). Núu’etaa íroonista! – Speak Mandan! Level 1. Bloomington, IN:

Language Conservancy Publishing.

PResentations
Invited Presentations
2022 “As I walked along, the rain stopped”: Same and different subjects across sentences in Quechua.

Invited talk given at the Linguistics Speaker Series. Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma.
2019 Phonological innovation in Missouri Valley Siouan: Debuccalizations and tonogenesis. Invited

talk given at the Workshop on the Phonetics and Phonotactics of Hidatsa and Missouri
Valley Siouan. Fresno, CA: California State University, Fresno.

2016 Modern methodologies in historical linguistics: Using computational phylogenetics to investi-
gate ancient relationships in North America. Invited talk given at the Northeastern Illinois
Linguistics Colloquium. Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University.

Conference Presentations
2022 Revisiting Sapir’s grouping of Siouan and Yuchi: A century later. Paper presented at the 42nd

Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference. Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia.
2021 Topic and focus in Mandan. Paper presented at the 41st Siouan and Caddoan Languages

Conference (Special Panel on Topicalization and Focus). Held remotely via Zoom.
2020 Clause structure in Proto-Siouan: From words to clitics and affixes. Paper presented at the

40th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference. Held remotely via Zoom.
2019 Jonnia Torres & Ryan Kasak. Variable production of sublaryngeal frication in Hidatsa. Paper

presented at the annual meeting of Society for the Studies of Indigenous Languages of the
Americas at the Linguistic Society of America annual meeting. New York, NY.

2018 Lewis Gebhardt & Ryan Kasak. Language endangerment and revitalization. Northeastern
Illinois University Native American Month Program. Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity.

2018 When is a suffix not a suffix? Crosslinguistic evidence of morphological complexity. NEIU 9th
Annual Faculty Symposium. Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University.

2018 RyanM. Kasak& Sarah Lundquist. Nasal harmony in Hoocąk and Mandan. Paper presented
at the 38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference. Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois
University.
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Conference presentations (cont.)
2018 Jonnia Torres Carolan & Ryan M. Kasak. Phonetic analysis of obstruent series in Hidatsa. Pa-

per presented at the 38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference. Chicago, IL: North-
eastern Illinois University.

2016 Ryan Kasak, Sarah Lundquist, Jonnia Torres, & Brittany Williams. Inflectional morphology
and the verbal template: Crow, Hoocąk, and Mandan. Paper presented at the 36th Siouan and
Caddoan Languages Conference. Newkirk, OK: Otoe-Missouria Tribe.

2016 Reconsidering the Siouan family tree: Siouan’s relationship to Catawban and Yuchi. Paper
presented at the 36th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference. Newkirk, OK: Otoe-
Missouria Tribe.

2016 Ryan Kasak, Sarah Lundquist, Jonnia Torres, & Brittany Williams. Templatic morphology
in Siouan and boundary-sensitive affixation. Paper presented at the 21st Workshop on the
Structure and Constituency of the Languages of the Americas (WSCLA). Montreal, QC: Uni-
versité du Québec à Montréal.

2016 John Boyle, Ryan Kasak, Sarah Lundquist, Armik Mirzayan, Jonnia Torres, & Brittany
Williams. A phonetic study of accentuation in Hidatsa. Paper presented at the annual meet-
ing of Society for the Studies of Indigenous Languages of the Americas at the Linguistic
Society of America annual meeting. Washington, DC.

2015 Ryan Kasak, Sarah Lundquist, Jonnia Torres, & Brittany Williams. Hidatsa language re-
vitalization: Documentation on the Fort Berthold Reservation. Paper presented at the 4th
Conference on Culture, Language, and Social Practice (CLASP). Boulder, CO: University of
Colorado Boulder.

2015 Allocutive agreement and root clause phenomena in Mandan. Paper presented at the 35th
annual Siouan and Caddoan Language Conference. Marksville, LA: Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of
Louisiana.

2015 Word-internal structure in Caddo. Paper presented at the 35th annual Siouan and Caddoan
Language Conference. Marksville, LA: Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana.

2014 Ryan Kasak & Claire Bowern. Quiripi verbal morphology. Paper presented at the 46th Al-
gonquian Conference. Uncasville, CT: Mohegan Tribe.

2014 Switch-reference and imperatives in Siouan. Paper presented at the 34th annual Siouan and
Caddoan Language Conference. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2014 The clitic field inMandan. Paper presented at the annualmeeting of Society for the Studies of
Indigenous Languages of the Americas at the Linguistic Society of America annual meeting.
Minneapolis, MN.

2013 Valency and applicatives inMandan. Paper presented at the 33rd annual Siouan and Caddoan
Language Conference. Fort Yales, ND: Sitting Bull College.

2013 A reconstruction of verbs of motion in Proto-Siouan. Paper presented at the annual meeting
of Society for the Studies of Indigenous Languages of the Americas at the Linguistic Society
of America annual meeting. Boston, MA.

2012 Treatment of vertitivity in Siouan. Paper presented at annual 32nd annual Siouan and Cad-
doan Languages Conference. Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas.

2012 Syllable structure in Crow. Paper presented at 20th annual Northeastern Illinois University
Research and Creative Activities Symposium. Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University.

2011 The key to ki-: Vertitivity in Mandan verbs. Paper presented at 19th annual Northeastern
Illinois University Research and Creative Activities Symposium. Chicago, IL: Northeastern
Illinois University.

2011 Teachers’ attitudes towards multilingualism in the mainstream classroom. Paper presented at
19th annual Northeastern Illinois University Research and Creative Activities Symposium.
Chicago, IL: Northeastern Illinois University.
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Conference presentations (cont.)
2011 Perceptions and practices of teachers in themodernmetropolitanmultilingual classroom. Paper

presented at 3rd Illinois Language and Linguistics Society Conference. Urbana, IL: Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

2011 Teachers’ attitudes towards multilingualism in the classroom. Paper presented at UIC Bilin-
gualism Forum. Chicago, IL: University of Illinois at Chicago.

Teaching ExpeRience
Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, & Linguistics; University of Oklahoma
LING 2303 General Linguistics

Instructor: Spr. 2021
LING 3033 Phonetic Description

Instructor: Spr. 2023
LING 3053 Phonology

Instructor: Fall 2022, Fall 2021, Fall 2020
LING 3813 Sociolinguistics

Instructor: Spr. 2022
LING 4023 Secondary Language Acquisition Theory

Instructor: Fall 2022, Fall 2021, Fall 2020
LING 4313 Techniques of Historical Linguistics

Instructor: Spr. 2023, Spr. 2021
LING 4983 Senior Essay (Capstone)

Instructor: Spr. 2022
LING 4990 Independent Study

Instructor: Fall 2021 (Morphosyntax of Japanese Complementizers), Fall 2020 (Adposi-
tions and Applicatives in Siouan)

Department of Education; Elmhurst University
TEL 212 Theoretical Foundations of Teaching ELLs

Instructor: Fall 2020, Win. 2020, Win. 2019
TEL 319 Linguistics for Second Language Learning

Instructor: Spr. 2020 (×2), Spr. 2019

Department of Linguistics; Northeastern Illinois University
LING 475 Historical and Comparative Linguistics

Instructor: Fall 2018

Department of Linguistics; Yale University
LING 112a Historical Linguistics

Teaching Fellow (Instructor: Prof. Ashwini Deo): Fall 2014
LING 116 Cognitive Science of Language

Teaching Fellow (Instructor: Prof. Robert Frank): Spr. 2015
LING 117 Language and Mind

Teaching Fellow (Instructor: Prof. María Mercedes Piñango): Fall 2015
LING 220 General Phonetics

Teaching Fellow (Instructor: Prof. Ryan Bennett): Spr. 2016
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MHA Summer Institute; Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College & Sitting Bull College
MAN 101 Teaching Mandan: Level 1 Methods

Instructor: Sum. 2014, Sum. 2015, Sum. 2016
MAN 110 Mandan Phonology

Instructor: Sum. 2014, Sum. 2015, Sum. 2016
MAN 210 Mandan Materials Development: Level 2

Instructor: Sum. 2016
MAN 201 Mandan Inflectional Morphology

Instructor: Sum. 2016
MHA 101 Hidatsa and Mandan Teachering Methods: Levels 1 & 2

Instructor: Win. 2016
MHA 111H Hidatsa Year 1 Review

Instructor: Sum. 2015

HonoRs & AwaRds
2021 Junior Faculty Summer Fellowship, University of Oklahoma

($9,315.25)
2016–2017 University Dissertation Fellowship, Yale University

(Full tuition + $29,000 stipend/year)
2016–2017 Frederick W. Hilles Memorial Scholarship Fellowship, Yale University

(Full tuition + $28,000 stipend/year)
2012–2016 A. Richard Diebold Jr. Graduate Fellowship, Yale University

(Full tuition + $28,000 stipend/year)
2014 Phillips Fund for Native American Research Grant, American Philosophical Society

($3,000)
2013 Dr. Bernard J. Brommel Doctoral Scholarship, Northeastern Illinois University

($1,000)
2010 Graduate Merit Tuition Award, Northeastern Illinois University

($750)
2006 Fulbright-Hays Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education

($5,000)

ReseaRch & Consulting
Language Conservacy: Bloomington, IN
Mar 2014– Associate Linguist
Aug 2016 Mandan-Hidatsa-Arikara language project & Crow language project

Principal Investigator: John Boyle
Developed and published pedagogical materials forMandan, Hidatsa, and Crow through the
LangaugeConservancy through contactswith theMHANation andCrowNation. Recruited
and trained undergraduate and graduate students to conduct linguistic field work.

Yale Law School, Yale University: New Haven, CT
Feb 2012– Linguistic Consultant
May 2013 Pronouncing Dictionary of the Supreme Court of the United States

Principal Investigator: Eugene Fidell
Conducted IPA transcription as linguistic consultant. Investigated pronunciations, created
transcriptions, and checked recordings of difficult names involved in Supreme Court cases.
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Academic Advising
University of Oklahoma
Spr. 2022 B.A. Capstone supervisor

Brendon Becker, “Unstressed mid-vowel behavior in Galician–Portuguese and Modern
Portuguese”

Raven Blankenship, “Germanic grammar in English, 1400–Present”
Jessica Brown, “From Acadians to Cajuns: The history and revitalization of Louisiana

French”
Teaira Clancy, “The children left behind: Indigenous language education expansion in

the United States”
Katherine Currey, “An inter-genre analysis of cultural metaphors related to common birds

in American English since the 19th century”
Courtney Eddings, “Autism specrum disorder and speech language pathology”
Phoenix Larson, “Pragmatic and semantic errors caused by atypical language development

in autistic children”
Jacob Mattke, “An anti-passive analysis of Choctaw”
Callie Moorhead, “L1 attrition in bilingual children: Contributing factors of the

attrition and retention of a speaker’s first language”
Noah Turner, “Methods of borrowing: The extent and description of borrowing

between Nahuatl and Spanish”
Nikki Vardaman, “To -e or not to -e: Evaluating perceptions of gender-

neutral language among Spanish speakers”
B.A. Honors Thesis supervisor
Ryleigh Horst, “Style shifting and voter attitudes towards Southern Accents in

American political campaigns and elections
Fall 2021 B.A. Honors Thesis supervisor

Nathan Hubler, “Postposition, complementizer, or noun: The morpho-syntactic status of to,
koto, and no in Japanese”

Northeastern Illinois University
Fall 2018 M.A. Capstone supervisor

Asma Alomari, “Stigmatized linguistic features in the Hijaz region”
Heyli Gomez, “The phonology of World Englishes: A phylogenetic approach”
Thomas Montbriand, “An analysis of epenthetic [t] in Drag Queen speech”

PRofessional SeRvice & Activities
Grant & Fellowship Reviewing
2022 NSF Dynamic Languages Infrastructure – NEH Documenting Endangered Languages (DLI-

DEL). Alexandria, VA & Washington, DC: National Science Foundation & National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.
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Publication Reviewing
2022 Journal of Historical Linguistics (journal).
2021 Comprehensive Grammar Library (series). Berlin, Germany: Language Science Press.
2021 Describing the negation system of a language by Ljuba Veselinova & Matti Miestamo (eds.).

Berlin, Germany: Language Science Press.
2020 Linguistics Vanguard (journal). Special Collection on Sound Change in Endangered and

Small Communities.
2018 Umoⁿhoⁿ language and culture byMarkAwakuni-Swetland, Rory Larson, Aubrey Streit Krug,

& Bryan Gordon (eds.). Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.
2016 Lakota grammar by Jan Ullrich & Ben Black Bear, Jr. Bloomington, IN: Lakota Language

Consortium Press.

Publication Proofreading
2019 Language Science Press. Advances in formal Slavic linguistics 2017 by Franc Marušič, Petra

Mišmaš, & Rok Žaucer (eds.).
2014 Language Conservancy Press. Hiráaca iré! — Speak Hidatsa! Level 1 by John Boyle &Martha

Bird Bear.

Conference, Colloquium, & Workshop Reviewing
2019–2021 Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas (SSILA) Conference
2018 38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC)
2016-2017 Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas (SSILA) Conference
2015 35th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference (SCLC)
2012–2015 SUNY Stony Brook / Yale / NYU / CUNY (SYNC) Conference
2013 21st Northeastern Illinois University’s Student Research and Creative Activities Symposium
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Conference Organization
2023 Organizer

43rd Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference
May. University of Oklahoma: Norman, OK.

2021 Panel Organizer
Special Panel on Topicalization and Focus: 41st Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference
20-22 May. Hosted virtually via Zoom.

2018 Co-organizer
38th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference
7-9 June. Northeastern Illinois University: Chicago, IL.

2015-2016 Co-organizer
Southern New England Algonquian Languages Workshop Series
4 November, 22 December, 17 February. Yale University: New Haven, CT.

2015 Co-organizer
35th Siouan and Caddoan Languages Conference
12-14 June. Tunica-Biloxi Reservation: Marksville, LA.

2014 Session Chair
Workshop on the Sound Systems of Mexico and Central America
6 April. Yale University: New Haven, CT.

2014 Organizing Committee Member
Workshop on the Sound Systems of Mexico and Central America
4-6 April. Yale University: New Haven, CT.

2013 Co-organizer
SUNY Stony Brook / Yale / NYU / CUNY (SYNC) Conference
7 December. Yale University: New Haven, CT.

2012 Co-organizer
How Can Evolutionary Biology Help Us Better Understand Linguistic Relationships? A
Workshop on the Uses of Phylogenetics in Linguistics
14 December. Yale University: New Haven, CT.

Departmental and University Service
2022– Steering committee member

University of Oklahoma Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics:
M.A. in TESOL Steering Committee

2021– Committee member
University of Oklahoma Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics:
Space and Planning Committee

2020— Committee member
University of Oklahoma Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics:
Onboarding Committee

2020– Faculty sponsor
University of Oklahoma Linguistics Club
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Departmental and University Service (Cont.)
2016 Co-organizer

Yale Linguistics Department Graduate Student Open House
2015 Member

Yale Task Force on Out-of-Area Healthcare Coverage:
Graduate Student Assembly Representative

2015 Co-organizer
Yale Linguistics Department Graduate Student Orientation.

2014–2015 Representative
Yale Graduate Student Assembly (Academics and Professional Development Committee):
Linguistics Department.

2013–2014 Co-organizer
Yale Linguistics Department Monday Colloquia Series.

2012–2013 Senator
Yale Graduate and Professional Student Senate (Advocacy Committee):
Social Sciences Division.

Other Service
2019 Faculty representative

Principal search committee staff panel. ITW David Speer Academy: Chicago, IL.
2011-2012 Organizer

Annual Illinois-Indiana Olympiada of Spoken Russian. Pritzker College Prep: Chicago, IL.
2011–2012 11th Grade Coordinator

Pushkin Project Summer Bridge Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Pritzker
College Prep: Chicago, IL.

Professional Memberships
2012– Linguistic Society of America
2012– Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas

Languages
Proficient English (native), Russian, Spanish

Coursework French, German, Old Church Slavonic, Quiripi

Fieldwork Crow, Hidatsa, Lakota, Mandan, Quechua (Ayachucho)

Computational SKills
Database SIL FLEx, SIL Toolbox

Phonetics Praat (Praat script)

Phylogeny BEAST (BEAUTi, FigTree, TreeAnnotator), SplitsTree

Typesetting LATEX, BibTEX
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Non-Academic Positions
ITW David Speer Academy: Chicago, IL
2018–2020 EL Program Coordinator (ELPT)
2019–2020 Special Education & EL Co-Teacher (Expository Writing & Physics)
2018–2019 Spanish 2 & Push-in EL Teacher (Cultural Geography, English 1, Biology)
2017–2018 Spanish 1 & Push-in EL Teacher (College Algebra, Physics, U.S. History)

Pritzker College Prep: Chicago, IL
2016–2017 Math Teacher & Paraprofessional (Algebra 2 & Chemistry)
2009–2010 Bilingual Lead Teacher
2009–2012 A.P. Spanish Literature Teacher
2008–2012 Language Program Lead, Russian, & A.P. Spanish Language

Proviso East High School: Maywood, IL
2007–2008 Spanish 1 & ESL World History Teacher
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