ABOUT THE CENTER

The Carl Albert Congressional
Research and Studies Center is a
nonpartisan institution devoted to teaching
and research related to the United States
Congress and to strengthening representa-
tive democracy through engaged and
informed citizens.

Established in 1979, the Center is a living
tribute to the ideals, leadership and
accomplishments of the Honorable Carl
Albert, native Oklahoman, University of
Oklahoma alumnus, Rhodes Scholar and
46th Speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

The Center houses one of the largest
congressional archives in the country, with
the papers of 61 former members of
Congress, and 25 other collections with
close ties to congressional politics such as
former legislative and political aides,
journalists, scholars and organizations. The
archive also houses the Kanter Political
Commercial archive, one of the major
sources for political commercials

in the world.

Distinguished visitors to the Center:

US. Rep. Tom Cole

Former Ambassador James R. Jones
Daniel Carpenter, Harvard University
Jennifer Hochschild, Harvard University
Frances Lee, Princeton University
Bruce Cain, Stanford University

David Rohde, Duke University

Steven S. Smith, Washington University
in St. Louis

APPLICATION DEADLINE
FEB. |

Find the online application and
learn more at
www.ou.edu/carlalbertcenter/gradfellow

CONTACT Us

Carl Albert Center
630 Parrington Oval, Rm. 101
Norman, Oklahoma 73019-4037

Email carlalbertcenter@ou.edu
(405) 325-6372

www.ou.edu/carlalbertcenter

CARL ALBERT
CENTER @

The University of Oklahoma is an
equal opportunity institution. www.ou.edu/eeo

Public funds were not used to print this brochure.

For accommodations, please contact the
Carl Albert Center at (405) 325-6372.

CARL ALBERT
GRADUATE
FELLOWSHIP
PROGRAM

Advancing the study of
representative government

at
The Carl Albert Congressional
Research and Studies Center

The University of Oklahoma



ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Carl Albert Graduate Fellowship is
a highly competitive and prestigious program
at the Carl Albert Congressional Research
and Studies Center at the University of
Oklahoma.

Carl Albert Fellows work closely with Center
faculty, in cooperation with the Department
of Political Science, to pursue an
individualized program of study leading to a
Ph.D. Fellows focus their program of study
on fundamental issues in representative
government in America, including the study
of institutions, political parties and public
policy. Faculty regularly interact with Fellows
in a space that facilitates collaboration and
scholarly exchange. The laboratory model of
graduate education means students will be
involved with research from day one. In
2022, Center faculty and students
participated in the Cooperative Election
Study, a large national survey that includes
teams of researchers at a number of
universities.

The robust fellowship package provides up to
four years (including summers) of financial
support as a teaching or research assistant
and a final fifth year with no work obligations
to complete the dissertation. The fellowship
pays for full tuition and fees, funded research
and conference travel, health care, course
work at the Inter-university Consortium for
Political and Social Research and dissertation
research funds. The Center also assists
Fellows in finding the best possible placement

FELLOW SPOTLIGHT

Peter McLaughlin is a fifth-year Fellow at
the Carl Albert Center. His research focuses
on the United States Congress in two broad
areas: |) the allocation of public resources by
the U.S. Congress, and 2) reforms to turn the
U.S. Congress into a more representative in-
stitution. Peter is the Center’s most recent
winner of the Nancy L. Mergler Dissertation
Completion Fellowship.

McLaughlin’s research has been published, or
is forthcoming, in the Journal of Public Policy,
Political Behavior, Legislative Studies Quarterly,
and Politics, Groups, and Identities. Additionally,
his research is funded by the APSA Doctoral
Dissertation Research Improvement Grant
(DDRIG) Program, the Carrie Chapman Catt
Center for Women and Politics, and OU’s
Dodge Family Research Fellowship.

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT

Sarina Rhinehart (2021)
Associate Director, Data Analysis
EL Education, New York

Matthew Geras (2020)
Assistant Professor
University of lllinois Springfield

Jessica Hayden (2018)
Assistant Professor
Western Carolina University

Tyler Hughes (2015)
Professor and Department Chair,
California State University, Northridge

ABOUT THE FACULTY

Michael H. Crespin

Director and Curator of the Carl Albert
Center and professor of political science.
His research focuses on legislative politics,
congressional elections and political
geography and is funded by the National
Science Foundation and the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Crespin has
published articles in top political science
journals and his research with co-authors has
won two national awards.

Charles ). Finocchiaro

Associate Director of the Carl Albert
Center and associate professor of political
science. His research and teaching interests
span American politics and research
methodology, with a particular focus on the
development and organization of the U.S.
Congress. Finocchiaro’s published work
appears in leading outlets. He is a frequent
collaborator with students and has received
best paper awards from the APSA and SPSA.

Rachel Blum

Assistant professor of political science and
Carl Albert Center faculty member. Her
research examines how political parties
interact with and shape U.S. political
institutions. Blum’s book How the Tea Party
Captured the GOP: Insurgent Factions in
American Politics (University of Chicago Press,
fall 2020) explains how a faction like the Tea
Party was able to take over a major political

party.



