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Errata: Dragonflies at a Biogeographical
Crossroads: The Odonata of Oklahoma and
Complexities Beyond Its Borders

By Brenda D Smith

he recent review by Tim Vogt (ARGIA 33(1): I take this opportunity to also account for other errata:
22-23) of the book Dragonflies at o Biogeographical
Crossroads: The Odonata of Oklaboma and Complexities  Figure 2.5 caption. Error “18th birthday”, should be

Beyond Its Borders (by Brenda D. Smith and Michael A. 20th.

Patten) pointed out a sorting error in the table that is part Pritchard made his first collections at age 14 (March 1930)

of Figure 4.2. As such, I thank Tim for bringing that to my and started to work with Ralph Bird and correspond with EB
attention and I provide here a revised version of that figure Williamson around the age of 17. He submitted his first paper
with the table sorted properly. at 19, which was published a few days after his 20™ birthday.

species richness

ecoregion observed expected differential
[ High Plains 54 91 -37
- Southwestern Tablelands 78 91 -13
[ central Great Plains 134 134 0
[ Fiint Hills 67 72 -5
Cross Timbers 113 116 -3
[ ] central Irregular Plains 102 98

[ ozark Highlands 90 85 5
\:| Boston Mountains 85 70 15
[ Arkansas Valley 104 97 7
[T ouachita Mountains 116 94 22
[T south Central Plains 122 86 36
[ ] East Central Texas Plains 53 60 -7

Figure 4.2. Odonate species richness across Oklahoma by ecoregion.

The Central Great Plains stand out as the most species rich when examining richness by
total number of species within an ecoregion. That higher number is accounted for by the
meeting of “eastern” and “western” odonate species within the bounding zone referred to by Bick & Bick (1957). However, the huge disparity in area is
not taken into consideration by the simple count of species, so that an area the size of the South Central Plains, at a mere 6799 km?, is treated the same
as an area as massive as the Central Great Plains, at 73318 km? (that is comparing species richness of an area akin to the size of Delaware to an area that
includes Delaware, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, and New Hampshire together).

When area is accounted for, by calculating the expected richness and its difference (“differential” column) from the observed richness, we see that the Central
Great Plains has a differential of 0, meaning its high richness is merely a function of its large footprint. Species richness is actually higher in eastern Oklahoma,
especially in the Ouachita Mountains and the South Central Plains, where differentials are highly positive. A large negative differential, for example in the High
Plains, indicates a far lower richness than expected on the basis of area.

Figure 1. Revised Figure 4.2 from Dragonflies at a Biogeographical Crossroads: The Odonata of Oklahoma and Complexities Beyond Its Borders
correcting sorting errors in its table.
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Appendix E, Amphiagrion abbreviatum

The first record of the species was reported in this table as
being from 1931. That date was based on a University of
Michigan, Museum of Zoology specimen with the date of
4 May 1931 taken in Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. However,
given that this specimen was collected by RW Kaiser, it was
probably collected in 1937, not 1931. Therefore, the likely
first record of Amphiagrion abbreviarum in Oklahoma was
a male specimen taken by Ralph D. Bird on 4 April 1932 in
Cleveland County. That specimen appears to be lost.

The book cover indicates that there is a companion website
through the publisher. We were not able to develop that
website, so its inclusion on the cover was an oversight.
Instead, please refer to the Oklahoma Odonata Project
webpages: https: //biosurvey.ou.edu/smith /Oklahoma_
Odonata.html for a general project overview and to https://
biosurvey.ou.edu/smith/Oklahoma_Odonata_progress.html

for updates and helpful resources.

If anyone finds any additional errors, please feel free to
contact me. Many thanks.

To order your copy of the book, go to the publisher’s
website: https://www.routledge.com/Dragonflies-at-a-
Biogeographical-Crossroads-The-Odonata-of-Oklahoma-
and /Smith-Patten/p,/book /9780367440350

Brenda is o conservation biologist with the Oklahoma

Natural Heritage Inventory, a program of the Oklahoma
Biological Survey at the University of Oklaboma. Although

she is technically the vertebrate zoologist at the program, her
research is focused on general natural history and conservation
biogeography of insects. Contact her at nrgin@oun.cdu or find her
at betps.//biosurvey.on.edu/smith/.

The Odonata of Florida
An Identification Manual

By Ken J Tennessen

new 342-page manual for identification of the
AOdonata nymphs of Florida, prepared by Ken

Tennessen, has just been published by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection. Morphology
and terminology necessary to navigate the identification
keys are covered in a separate chapter. The total number
of species recorded in Florida is 172 (125 Anisoptera, 47
Zygoptera); all of the 171 species known in the nymph
stage (only Tauriphila azteca is still unknown) are included
in the amply illustrated keys. Many new characters are
presented and additional diagnostic notes are provided.
Also included are distribution maps for all species, notes
on habitat and phenology, and a glossary containing 95
terms.

If you would like a copy of the manual please contact the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.

The contact information is:
Biology Program
Attention: Amelia Rankin
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399

THE ODONATA OF FLORIDA

An ldentification Manual

Ken Tennessen
2021
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