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September 10, 2024
Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Type: Monthly Staff Senate Meeting (ZOOM)
Call to Order: 9:00am 
Attendees: 
· Officers: Paul Mihos, Olivia Honas, Khahn Long, Angela Miller, Samantha Powers
· Senators: Kari Ernest, Jenny Shaw, Patty Pearsall, Phil Salon
· Ex-Officio: LeDeana Bolton, Tammy Robbins
· Additional Attendees: Amanda Scott, Andrew Freeman, Angela Heiny, Angela King, Anissa Allen, April Schweikhard, Jana Bauman, Beth Sullins, Bethie Seay, Cara Kelly, Claudette Grinnell Davis, David Taylor, Denise Davis, Don Eberly, Dora Mensah, Francis Okeke, Gabrielle Burd, Jordan Alley, Karen Childress, Kate Gallagher, Kaylie Stogsdill, Kodi Yorman, Krista Pettersen, Carol Kuplicki, Lauren Deerdoff, LeeEtta Anderson, Leslie Vicente, Lindsay Risley, Chelsea Luck, Macie Lowe, Major Joshua Lee, Meghan Talley, Yvonne Osgood, Suzanne Blagg, Tarah Hayes, Tasha Porter, Tricia Hindley, Vik Gopi, Mary Wilson, Yasser Youssef
· Guest Speakers: Jeffrey Harp
Jeffrey Harp – 
· Jeff Harp, OU Ombudsperson
· Contact Information: harp@ou.edu; 405-325-4137; www.ou.edu/ombuds
· Serves all three campuses to assist individuals and groups in the resolution of conflicts or concerns. The ombudsperson functions independently of all administrative and academic offices to ensure OU community members have impartial, confidential space to express concerns, seek guidance, and constructively resolve conflicts.
I. Poll Results Reviewed: These polls were voted on prior to the September Staff Senate Meeting by Staff Senate members
II. *Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve- Patty Pearsall, Second- Phil Salon
III. *Treasurer Report: Motion to approve- Patty Pearsall, Second- Jenny Shaw
IV. Non-Committee Reports 
a. Police Safety with Major Joshua Lee – Report any suspicious activity. Be prepared, not scared. Department specific active shooter training can be scheduled by contacting Major Joshua Lee or Chief Walter Evans. In mid-October, there will be a planned bomb threat and detonation in SC. Please remember to observe state traffic laws, report crimes/suspicious activity, submit ideas to OUPD-Tulsa. Report poor police/community relations to the chief or any police supervisor.
b. Human Resources with Tammy Robbins – OU will now offer eligible employees up to a total of six (6) weeks of paid parental leave within a 12-month period following the birth or adoption of a minor child(ren) who has recently joined the household. This will be effective October 1, 2024. There will be two additional administrative days added to upcoming years. Monday, December 23, 2024, and Friday, January 2, 2026, will be administrative days, approved by the OU President.
c. Schusterman Library with April Schweikhard – Today, September 10th, there is a Pop-Up IT Help Desk at the library – they are there to help resolve issues and assist with accounts, wi-fi, and more. The library will be hosting a Zine Workshop on October 23rd, 2024. This will be a come and go event to learn more about zines, explore different uses, and how to make your own. 
V. Committee Reports:  
a. Communications – Please send any items for the Staff Senate Newsletter to Kari Earnest by 4pm on Fridays to be sent out the following Tuesday. There will be a special September Staff Senate Meeting on September 25th to discuss benefits updates. A calendar invitation will be sent for this special session.
b. Fundraising & Store – Samantha has been monitoring sales and fulfilling requests.
c. Membership & Policy Review – n/a
d. Merit Award – Upcoming meeting has been scheduled
e. Staff Activities –
i. Added Phil Salon as Co-Chair
ii. Meeting set for September 16th 
iii. Calendar of Events – 
1. October 31st – Chili Cook-Off & Costume/Door Decorating Contests
2. December 5th – Winter Event
3. February 14th – Valentine’s Day Sweet-heart Desserts
4. March 17th – St. Patrick’s Day “Leprechaun” Scavenger Hunt
5. April 7th – Staff Appreciation Meal (Kick-off to Staff Week)
6. April 9th – Sugar Llamas Donuts
7. April 10th – Awards Ceremony & Staff Appreciation Lunch
VI. Round Robin – 
· Lindsay Risley:
· September is Wellness Awareness month. There are many events posted on the OU WAM Calendar to check out and sign up for! 
· Claudette Grinnell Davis represents Norman faculty and staff
· Emma Kientz represents HSC faculty and staff
· OU-Tulsa Staff Senate will be looking into re-ordering the quarter-zip sweatshirt from last year.
VII. Adjournment – Motion to approve- Patty Pearsall, Second- Phil Salon
*Voting for items motioned occurred online after the meeting. A quorum participated in the vote and the results are included with the minutes. 
Respectfully Submitted by 
Olivia Honas, Secretary & Administrative Coordinator, OU-Tulsa Staff Senate
image1.png
STAFF
SENATE




