Preamble

We students, faculty, and alumni of the Department of Civil Engineering and Environmental Sciences at the University of Oklahoma, believing that a mark of distinction should be placed on the undergraduate who has upheld the honor of the department with high scholastic ability, and believing that a society with the broad principles of scholarship, character, practicality, and sociability would be an incentive to greater achievements in the civil engineering profession, do adopt this constitution as a guiding instrument for this organization. 



Article I

Name, Purpose and Non-Discrimination Policy

Section 1. Name

The name of this organization shall be Chi Epsilon.
 

Section 2. Purpose
The objects of Chi Epsilon shall be:

a. To contribute to the improvement of the civil engineering profession as an instrument for the betterment of society.

b. To recognize the fundamental characteristics of the successful civil engineer, and to aid in the development of these characteristics.

c. To encourage wherever possible any movement which will advance the best interest of engineering education; to actively support, where necessary; and to institute procedures and practices for the improvement of the civil engineering departments at the University of  Oklahoma

Section 3. Non-Discrimination Policy
No person shall be denied membership or discriminated against for reasons based on race, color, political belief, religion, gender, sexual preference, age, national origin or handicap. 



Article II

Membership and Qualifications

Section 1. Basis for Membership. 

The selection of members shall be based upon Scholarship, Character, Practicality and Sociability - the four primary requirements of a successful engineer.

Section 2. Chapter Membership.

Membership shall be chosen from among the students duly registered in the Department of  Civil engineering and Environmental Sciences, and students registered in directly associated civil engineering options, whose curricula have been approved by the Supreme Council. 
a. Undergraduate Students. To be eligible for membership, an undergraduate must rank scholastically in the upper one-third of his or her class in curriculum leading to a baccalaureate degree in civil engineering or in a closely related curriculum which is approved by the Supreme Council. A chapter may petition the District Councillor for authorization to waive the above scholastic requirements for a candidate due to mitigating circumstances.

b. Transfer Students A transfer student, or an advanced student who was previously enrolled in a non civil engineering curriculum, may be eligible for membership provided he or she has maintained an overall average in the upper one third of his or her class. The class standing should be based upon the GPA earned at his or her present institution. Prior to consideration the candidate should have been registered in civil engineering for at least one academic year at the present school. The candidate must also satisfy the additional requirements specified in the Constitution. 
c. Graduate Students a graduate student who was initiated as an undergraduate maybe be an active member of the chapter at the school he or she is presently attending. A graduate student in civil engineering is eligible for membership provided the student has shown outstanding ability and has completed the equivalency of one half of one academic year in the graduate program where the student is currently enrolled. The student must be nominated by member of Chi Epsilon, endorsed by two Chi Epsilon faculty members and elected by three quarters of an election quorum. 
Graduate Student members may be considered as inactive members at the discretion of the chapters. However, if inactive status is desired, cause must be shown to the chapter president and the faculty advisor.
Section 3. Chapter Honor Membership.

Chapter Honor Membership shall be in recognition of outstanding professional accomplishment in the field of civil engineering.

Section 4. National Honor Membership.

Election to National honor Membership shall be in recognition of outstanding professional accomplishment in the field of civil engineering, and pre-eminent contribution to the object and purpose of Chi Epsilon by any of its duly initiated members. No more than two members per biennium shall be elevated to National Honor Member.
 



Article III
Government

Section 1. Titles

President: 

a. Make officers aware of their duties. 
b. Call chapter meetings together in conjunction with advisor. Promote activities and visibility of society. 

Vice-President: 

a. In charge of chapter's charter.  
b. In charge of chapter's service projects assigned by the president.
c. Invite all faculty to XE Initiation (this is done in order to relieve the marshal of some duties during the busy time before initiation.)
Treasurer: 

a. Maintain books. 
b. Report on budget. 
c. Write checks authorized by chapter business. XE's account is at Arvest National Bank. 
d. After being installed, the treasurer must go immediately to the bank and sign a signature card. The faculty advisor should sign this card, too. Both people are authorized to write checks. 
Secretary: 

a. Take minutes of all business meetings. 
b. Conduct chapter correspondence Type all necessary forms for chapter business with nationals. 
c. Order office supplies for Chi Epsilon, this primarily includes stationery. 

Marshal:

a. Arrange for meetings including room, seating, and food.  
b. Arrange for food at the ASCE/XE Faculty Roast, held on the last Friday in December before Stop Day. Typically, this is the 1st Friday of Dec.
c. Be in charge of ritual. This includes scheduling a ritual rehearsal and working with XE President, Faculty Advisor, and all members to find convenient initiation times. 

d. Purchase purple and white ribbon for initiates. 

e. Arrange to have all wooden pledge keys made by Mike Schmitz at Fears' Lab for initiation. Cost is about $4/key. 

f. Make sure that initiates know purpose of blindfolding during initiation. 

g. Distribute certificates and pins to initiates soon after initiation. 

Editor: 

a. Prepare an annual chapter report for Transit, the XE magazine. All members pay for three years of this magazine with their initiation dues. 
b. Keep a current list of members (both active and inactive), as well as their phone numbers and address. Examples of a form will be found in the Forms file located in the filing cabinet. 
c. Represent XE at St. Pat's Council (1st Tuesday of the month) or find a member or an officer who will consistently do this. 
d. Prepare and distribute press releases for the engineering newspaper. Prepare and distribute press releases for student newspaper, the Oklahoma Daily. 
e. Maintain current list of XE Faculty. This does not include environmental science professors who have not received an engineering degree. 

Section 2. Terms of Office

a. All officers shall be elected once a year. 

b. Officers must be enrolled as students at The University of Oklahoma. Therefore, if a         students ceases to be an OU student, that student can no longer serve as an officer.
Section 3. Type of Selection
a. The officers of Chi Epsilon shall be elected from the active members of the organization. For election to office, the candidate must receive a majority of votes cast. If no candidate receives the required number on the first ballot, the candidate with the lowest number of votes shall be dropped from the list and a new ballot taken; this procedure being repeated until one candidate receives majority.
b. New initiates will be selected and elected by the organization, subject to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Society 

Article IV

Advisor: Qualifications, Responsibilities and Role in Organization
Section 1.  Qualifications
Chi Epsilon shall have a faculty advisor who is a member of Chi Epsilon and a full-time member of the University faculty or staff. The faculty advisor shall be elected by the organization for a term of two years, and may be re-elected any number of times. 

Section 2. Responsibilities
He or she is to act in an advisory capacity to the organization and is morally obligated to make the organization officers aware of their duties. The advisor shall serve as the custodian of the organization’s rituals and paraphernalia.  



Article V

Dissolution

Section 1. 
In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be turned over to one or more organizations which themselves are exempt as organizations described in sections 501(c)(3) and 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or corresponding sections of any prior or future law or to the Federal, State, or Local government for exclusive public purpose. 



Article VI

Methods of Amending

Section 1. Proposals
Proposed amendments should be in writing, should not be acted upon but read in the general meeting in which they are proposed and should be read again in the general meeting in which the vote will be taken.

Section 2. Notice

All members will be notified of any change to the constitution by email.

Section 3. Voting requirement

This Constitution may be amended by a three-quarters vote of the officers, followed by the ratification of three-quarters of the active members.



Article VII

Preemption Statement

If there is a conflict between our national organization’s rulings, constitution, or direction and the University of Oklahoma Student Code, the Student Code preempts the national or parent ruling.

