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“*Comparison of Republicans and Democrats”

John 12:46“| have comeinto theworld

Themain purpose of theses articlesisto educate the reader about the two most influential political partiesin the United States. Welive  asalight, so that no onewho believes
in a participatory government and it is our responsibility to educate ourselves about candidates, political parties, and who will best  in me should stay in darkness.”

represent us.

Why would a Christian want to be a Republican?
Democrats Have No Tolerancefor Christian Views
By A Concerned Christian.

Whileit iscertainly truethat there are millions of Democratsin the United States
who are devout Christians, the Republican Party better serves the interests of most
Christians. This is most clearly demonstrated on three crucial issues: abortion,
judicial activism, and the attitude of the national partiestoward Christians.

Abortion is the most obvious issue where the platform of the Democratic Party
conflicts with the beliefs of most Christians. The vast majority of American
Chrigtiansbelievethat life begins prior to birth. Infact, nearly 60% of al Americans
feel that afetus should be entitled to the same legal protections as a newborn baby,
according to arecent Opinion Dynamicspoll. However, these sentiments are not felt
by the Democratic Party leadership. Thispast year, both the U.S. Senate and House
voted to ban the barbaric procedure known as “ partial-birth abortion.” This passed
with near unanimous support from Republicans in both houses of Congress.
However, less than one-third of the Democrats in the Senate and |ess than one-half
of the Democrats in the House voted for this bill.

Abortion isan issue where the country is bitterly divided. According to arecent
poll, the exact same percentage (44%) of Americans consider themselves pro-life as
consider themselves pro-choice. But, you would never know that listening to
democrats talk. Pro-life
Christians are referred tc

l ' Bt
wise. On its website, the
Democratic National
Committee provides linksto various specia interest groups that support Democratic

as “narrow-minded, ex-
candidates or causes. Almost every single Democratic constituency is represented.

tremists,  out-of-touch
with the mainstream” and
But one group is conspicuously absent. The Democrats for Life, a

of course “right-wing fun-
damentalists.”

Am| saying that apro-life
Christian can't be &
Democrat? Absolutely
not. But the Democratic
Party seemsto feel other-

group dedicated to electing pro-life Democrats, hastried formonths g  Please
to have their website linked to the DNC website. But the DNC has see...Articles continued p.4

Why would a Christian want to be a Democrat?
By Vicki Murphy

| amaChristian. | am also a Democrat, not despite my faith, but because of it. The
Democrat Party platform represents my positions as a Christian on issues like taxes,
proper handling of the economy, environmentalism, taxes, and social issues like
healthcare and equality.

Democrats believe in a progressive tax code, or atax code in which those with
greater means pay agreater percentage of their income, and those with lessto spare
pay asmaller percentage. We staunchly oppose the idea of a“flat tax,” because this
concept places an undue burden on the poor, who need alarger portion of their funds
to meet their basic needs. We realize that the dollar amount contributed is not as
important as the percentage of the whole. The gospel touches on thisreality in Mark
12:41-44, where the poor widow finds favor in Jesus' eyes by giving a larger
percentage of her goods, even though it is a smaller amount than most.

Democrats believe that good economic policy is one that creates actual jobs, not
only capital and incentive. When people who have been unemployed obtain jobs, the
money that they earn is poured back into the economy to buy basic goods and pay
rent and utilities. Inthisway the benefit of those dollarsis multiplied asit passesinto
more and more hands. The flip-side to this policy isthat of supply-side, or “trickle-
down” economics, atheory tried out and disproved in the Reagan years. The result
of supply-side eco-

nomicsin this country
was that overall wealth
grew, but only kept
pace with the distance
between the rich and
paoor. Because
“trickle-down”  eco-
nomics adds to the
coffers of the wealthy,
at the expense of the
poor and middle class,
‘ it cals to mind the
Lord’'s accusation

against therichinlsaiah 3:14-15, “[ Y]our houses are full of what you have taken from
the poor. You have no right to crush my people and take advantage of the poor.” Job
growth builds the economy from the bottom up, benefiting the rich and poor alike.
Democrats are often harangued for advocating regulations and
oversight, notably in the environmental realm. However, Genesis
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Fee2 TIM’'s Story: “Obedience Made the Difference”

Obedience Made the Difference
By TimWilkins

“Up on your feet so | can knock you down again!” |
stood horrified in themiddle of our circular hallway asmy
father shouted those words at my mother who lay at his
feet. He had just knocked her to theliving room floor. My
parents’ altercation had awakened meinthemiddle of the
night.

This was one of my earliest
memories as afive or 6-year-old
child. | believe | unconsciously
made apromisethat moment, “1—
Will—not—be—Ilike—that—
", man!” Thus began my rejection

) of masculinity and embracing of
A ] homosexuality.
| Chaos characterized the place
t y we called ‘home.” Tables were
overturned and traumatizing pro-
Tom ‘Wikns
T fanity echoed throughout the
house. It was not uncommon to
find shards of glass covering the floors many mornings,
adomestic battlefield from the night before. On one occa
sion, dad struck the side of mama’s head with a shoe and
burst her eardrum. She cried in horrible pain! The next
night he vowed to do the same to the other ear if she did
not stop crying.
UnconsciousCriesfor Help

So intense was the atmosphere | began to sleepwalk.
Asrelated to me by my mother and abrother, | would walk
to that circular hallway, kneel facing my parents' bed-
room, clasp my throat and make choking sounds. My
nightly routinewould bring my mother to utter horror; my
father slept through my unconscious cries for help. Nei-
ther parent recognized their youngest son might need
counseling, though they probably did surmise their per-
petual rages contributed to my growing fears.

Several decades have not erased the memory of asum-
mer afternoon, playing alone on a hill beside my house,
and desiring to be held by aman. | wasasmall boy. There
wereno erotic feelingsthen, just adistinct desirefor male
intimacy and protection— a God-given human need that
had gone unmet during my early childhood years.

| knew | was‘different’ even then; something did not
fit. Asan eight-year-old, | remember thinking dresseswere
pretty. The ruffles and ribbons mesmerized me; | wanted
to wear one, but having no sister fromwhom | could bor-
row one, | pleaded with my mother to buy me a dress.
Mama thought my constant plea was odd, but unfortu-
nately she finally relented and bought me a dress.
Incessant Suffering

Rarely did | experience my father’sapproval and love,
and my mother, whose own needs went unmet, turned to
me for counsel and help. | became her surrogate hus-
band. She openly expressed to me her disdain for my dad
and disgust for sex. Shefrequently berated mein order to
get meto be amediator between her and dad. (It isimpor-
tant to note | have never heard or read of a case where a
parent consciously tried to make their son or daughter

gay.)

| wasextremely self conscious and excessively mod-
est; as a child | had never felt | belonged. My self-
esteemwas pitifully low.

On reaching puberty, | recognized an attraction for
the guys at school. “ Oh God, why is this happening to
me?Why arethe basketball players moreexcitingto me
than the cheerleaders?’

My emotional painwas so severel woreatiny piece
of paper under my watchband for years on which | had
scribbled almost microscopically, “Lord, | am trusting
you for healing.” Although at age nine | had given my
heart to Jesus, knowing He died for my sin, my emo-
tional turmoil continued.

Abandoned!

When my parents’ ballistic tiradesreached an intol-
erablelevel, dad | eft us and went to his parents’ house
for several months. Mama invited me into her bed for
emotional support. Eventually our utilitieswere turned
off. On one occasion, dad stopped by for a brief visit;
as he left our rented house to return to his parents,
mamahit him
in the back
with aflower-
pot.

On an oc-
casion in my
early teens,
dad became
so angry with
me that | fled
to the bath-
room and
locked the
door. He
pounded the
door, demand-
ing | come
out. “Please
stop” |
screamed!
When | re-
fused for fear of being beaten, he began to kick down
the door while mama stood al ongside him pleading for
meto comeout; “everything will beall right” she said.
| knew everything would not be al right! As the door
shattered under his strength, | jumped out the second
floor window and ran to safety, hiding in a nearby va-
cant house.

My ConsciousChoiceto Sin

It was about thistimethat | gaveinto my same-sex
attractions. | had been friends with a guy from school
for years. His pleasant and approving smile fascinated
me; heliked me. For thefirst timein my lifeanother male
liked me. Thus began my sporadic involvement in ho-
mosexual activity. | quickly found that homosexuality
provided excitement, but not fulfillment. It gratified, but
never satisfied.

Lifeat homeremained hell. Mamamanipulated me
to get at dad. When | did not cooperate with her wishes,
shewould accuse me*“you love him morethan me, don’t

you?' | didn't want to choose between them; | simply
wanted them to love each other and stop fighting.

On another occasion she and | argued over an inci-
dental matter. When dad came home from work, she de-
manded he punish me. Theresulting purple whelpson my
legs were conspicuous-so much so that the following
morning | woke my mother before going to school and
asked her to write me an excuse from dressing out at PE. |
was ashamed to dressout for track, knowing the belt marks
would draw attention.

Obedience

My homosexual activity continued until my early twen-
tieswhen | decided that although | honestly did not know
how to become heterosexual, | did know how to be obedi-
ent.

Although the Bible gives no explicit stepsfor coming
out of homosexuality, the Bibleisrepletewith principlesl|
could apply to my life. The Psalmist wrote about turning
his eyes away from temptation. | refused to ook at por-
nography and averted my gaze when | saw a handsome
man. | had to make major adjustmentsin my life. To focus
on God's best for me rather than my psychological pain|
meditated on Paul’sadmonition, “ Finally, brothers, what-
everistrue...noble...right...pure...lovely...
admirable- if anythingisexcellent or praiseworthy- think
about such things.” (Phil 4:8) Since God's Word extols
the love between a husband and his wife, | asked the
Holy Spirit to become my personal mentor and to teach
me the right way to love a woman. More importantly, |
asked The Holy Spirit to teach me the right way to relate
to other men.

| recall reading about Jesus' first miracle—at awedding
of aman and awoman. When the good wine was gone,
Jesus’ mother told Jesus about the dilemma. | think Jesus
chided her. “My time has not yet come.”

But amoment later, Mary tellsthe servants of the house
“whatever Jesus tells you to do, do it.” | do not believe
Mary recognized the eternal significance of her advice
that day; when we do what Jesus tells us to do, then the
miracle occurs. I’ ve often wondered if the servants of the
house expressed any hesitation about bringing barrels of
water into the house. Isit possible they feared the master
of the house might fire them for such a stupid act—offer-
ing water to wedding guests?

But they followed Jesus’ instructions and the water be-
camewine.
TheTransformation Continues

At age 22, | knew God was saying “Tim, go back to
college” and | did! During those years | became aware
that God had apurposefor me. Livinginamen’sdorm had
ahealing effect on me. | wasforced to interact with other
guys on adaily basis, to become their peer, to learn ap-
propriaterelationshipswith them. | excelledinmusic, re-
celving five music awards during my undergraduate work.

During my college summers, | served as a music/
preaching evangelist and youth director through my state
denominational convention. | went from ashy, introverted,

self-consciouswallflower to an assertive man who boldly
|
m Please see... Tim’s Story cont. p.7




Page 3

Letters to the Editor

Our web-site is looking awesome. You can find us at
www.ou.edu/beaconou . All of the past issues are there
plus someinformation about some future events we plan to
have on campus. The letters to the Editor is my favorite
section of every newspaper that | read. We love to hear

Growing Spiritually
Do you have adesire to know more about God, grow in
your relationship with Christ, or learn more about what

Christians believe? The Bibleisthe primary sourceto turn
to. Here are some favorite internet links of mine that may

help in your personal studies. | may not agree with the full
content of the web-sites, but they had some awesome free
resources that | believe would benefit everyone. | know
that you will be amazed by the content of
www.christiananswers.com which has more resources than
| could ever list and they include alot of videos on-line.

WwWw.icr.org , www.ou.edu/css, and www.drdino.cominclude
alot of evolution and creation research.

www.biblegateway.com isasearchable Bible on-linewith a

from our readers. Remember, all letters to the Editor may

be reprinted in a latter
editon of the BeaconOU
unless specific request is
made by the sender not to
publish their letter. .You may notice in this issue we are
starting a section called “God’s infallible Word” If you
think that there are contradictions in the Bible, send them
to us. Let your opinion be heard. We are currently look-
ing for people to help with funding, distribution, and ad-

concordance and many translations available. Hadora « Saktwah  vertising. Some people asked me about the Witness Lee,
W, CroSSTIniStry.org isaminisiry that reachesout to those Kotarya Nt “ Christians on Campus” group last semester. | have some
—y_ggrugglingwith homosexuality Tol Avtee¥alo  Vast web-links about them to your left a}t the bottom. .Send
: Py ; | your letters to beaconou@ou.edu Rick Thomas, Editor.
Hamla Astutan

www.cbn.com isaChristian newsweb-site.

www.ag.org is the Assemblies of God site with a lot of

Ashded duricha, I
"Ashasion  cvilenem

Eyesareon Israel and God has not forgotten His peopl e that
He choseto make Hisname knownto all of theNations. Pray for the
Peace of Israel. Psalm 66;16 Comeand listen, all youwho fear God,;

: . : i, Dt . o
current issues in society addressed. G - Gaz e = let metell youwhat Hehasdonefor me. 171 cried out to Himwith my
N _ . :;_::,f; ISRAEL Jodan | mouth; Hispraisewason my tongue. 18 If | had cherished sininmy
www.livingwaters.com includes Kirk Cameron and Ray : Al Karak|  heart, the Lord would not have listened; 19 but God has surely

Comfort stuff, videos, and audio links.

Check out www.higherpraise.com early church writingsfor

Benrgaaia
B’ Sharvaa)

listened and heard my voicein prayer. 20 Praise beto God, who has
not rejected my prayer or withheld Hislovefromme! 67:1 May God

: ) i . be gracious to us and bless us and make His face shine upon us, —
free pn—lme. You can get afree CD ywth ?hurch reformer; Qussymah AlTaflah | oy [pause, and calmly think of that]!— 2 that Your ways may be
writings ~at  this  ministry’'s  website: Mupd known on earth, your salvation anong all nations. 3May the peoples
www.FreeB!bIeSoanare.com or by calling 1-866-66-BIBLE. Ramon Ash S " praise You, O God; may all the peoples praise You. 4 May the na-
In Christ, Rick Thomas www.ou.edu/beaconou tions be glad and sing for joy, for You rule the peoples justly and

Info about the Witness Lee group known as “Christians on = Al guidethe nations of the earth.—Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!—
Campus” http://www.qospelcom.net/apoloqeticsindex/nOLhtmI Ra's an Magh 5 May the peoples praise You, O God; may al the peoples praise
Ir::)t;:c()j:(/a/rvxélvtvr\r/]vl.uqcs.caltech.edu/~dazuma/cu|t-|nfo/ www.ltm.org/ M N u You. 6 Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will
http:www.contendingforthefaith.com/summary/experts/index.html ] 40 by bless us. 7 God will bless us, and al the ends of the earth will

reverently fear Him. www.biblegateway.com

Beacon OU isan official student organization on thecampusof OU. The
opinionsexpressed herein arenot necessarily those of the Univer sity of
Oklahoma or itsstudent body. Our main purposeisto sharethegenuine
loveof God tothecampuswhileproviding newsfrom a Christian per spec-
tive. Our personal relationship with Jesuscompelsusto sharethistrea-
sure and the “ Truth” with theworld. Our source of funding isGod,
“Jehovah Jireh”. HisHoly Spirit moveson Hispeople'sheartsto give
financially in order to support printing. If you would liketo sponsor an

issue of the BeaconOU or a part of an issue, send an e-mail to

beaconou@ou.edu with your intentions. If you havean upcoming event

that you think we might be interested in, send us some details. If you have any questions,
suggestions, lettersto the editor, or opinions about any of the articles, you can contact us at
beaconou@ou.edu or rick777o0k@ou.edu. We have aweb-site at www.ou.edu/beaconou which
includespast issuesonline. Praise God!! Wehavetheright toprint or not toprint any article
submitted . President: Rick Thomas. Vice- President: Darci Montgomery. Secretary: AsiaSmith.
Treasurer: Ketiesha Brown. All articlesand content Copyright 2003 held by individual authors
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"29e “Continued from pg. 1IComparison of Republicansand Democr ats

refused to allow them to do so. They are possibly the only
Democratic organization to ever be excluded from the DNC website
(there are seven different pro-choice groups linked to their website).

Another issue where the interest of most Christians comes into
direct conflict with the platform of the Democratic Party istheissue
of judicial activism. Democrats typically support judges who will
interpret the law as they want it to be, not asit is written. Liberal
judges have used the weapon of judicial activism to rule unconstitu-
tional such practices as voluntary prayer in school, display of the
Ten Commandments on public property, and most galling, the
“Pledge of Allegiance.” Thesejudgesclaimthat all of the aforemen-
tioned practices violate the First Amendment’s “Separation of
Church and State.” This phrase is found nowhere in the Constitu-
tion. The First Amendment’s only comment regarding the relation-
ship between the state and organized religion isthat “ Congress shall
make no law respecting the establishment of areligion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof.” It takes quite a leap to go from that to
saying that the “Pledge of Allegiance” or displaying the Ten
Commandments, one of the foundation documents of our modern
legal code, is unconstitutional. The writers of our Constitution
never intended for references to religion to be barred from public
exhibition. Their only intention wasto prevent the government from
mandating religious belief. But aliberal court last year declared that
the “Pledge of Allegiance” puts undue influence on children to
believein God. The American Civil Liberties Union has successfully
fought for the removal of copies of the Ten Commandments from
public facilities at five buildings in Utah. There is a sixth copy
somewherein the state, but they have thus far been unableto locate
it. So, they haveissued an “action alert” instructing people to help
them find the building so they can have it removed. Some of you
may be asking, “If no one has complained about it, why go through
all thistroubleto find and removeit?’ Thereasonisthat the ACLU
and other left-wing organizations will not be satisfied until any
exhibition, no matter how vague or time-honored in our society, that
has any possible connection to abelief in God isremoved from any
public display.

Finally, the Democratic Party seems to believe in excluding
qualified people from public service because of their Christian
beliefs. Several of President Bush’s nomineesto federal courts, his
nominees to executive panels on health services, and even his
nominees for Attorney General and Solicitor General have been
opposed by significant portions of the Democratic Party for no other
reasons than their strong Christian faith. Currently, three (and soon
to be more) of Bush's judicial nominees are being filibustered
because liberal trial-lawyers, unions, and pro-abortion groups don’t
believe adevout Christianisfit to serve asafederal judge. Senators
Ted Kennedy, Chuck Schumer, and Patrick Leahy have said as much.
All have echoed a belief that Bush’s nominees have a deep ideol ogi-
cal belief that makes them incapable of applying thelaw fairly.

I’m not saying that a Christian should necessarily agree with the
Republican Party on taxes, defense spending, school vouchers, and
freetrade. What | am saying isthat the views of religious conserva-
tivesare given avoicein the Republican Party. Thosethat are anti-
abortion, support voluntary school prayer, and support other views
most Christians endorse are not welcome in the Democratic Party.
Faithful Christians can certainly be Democrats, but they will be
supporting a party that does not value their opinions on several
crucial issues. The Democratic Party, which has
always claimed to be the party of diversity, will not
tolerate any diversity of opinion on these key issues.

m Please see...God’s existence on p3

2:15tellsus“the Lord God placed man in the Garden of Eden to cultivateit and guardit.” We have not
been entrusted with the earth to exploit and rob it of its natural resources, but rather to act as
stewards. To ensure that our growth as a nation and a people is sustainable and neither places too
great aburden on nor inflictsirreparable damage against the earth, we must control the pace at which
we consume fossil fuels, and match it to the pace at which we create alternative energy sources. The
problems of pollution, global warming, and endangered biodiversity are too damaging for the United
Statesto ignore, and unfortunately companies and communities have proven time and again that self-
regulation isnot areliable alternative to government regulation.

Democrats are often associated with labor unions, and | do not believe thisis an association that
we should be ashamed of. The evolution of workers' rights has had a profound impact on the
structure and integrity of our society, and is only in keeping with the promise of equal rights and
opportunitiesfor all Americans. Workplace saf ety regulations, aminimum wage that keeps pace with
inflation, and theright to collective bargaining areimportant for the health of this nation’sworkforce.
Although Republicans often decry these measures as detrimental to business, one should remember
that therallying cry of the Republican Party isnow and haslong been “ Cheap labor!” For thisreason
Republicans repeatedly seek the oldest and quickest way to benefit corporations— at the expense of
their employees. Cheap labor is the reason the Republican Party fought against the G.I. bill after
WWII, wanting instead to take advantage of the hordes of men coming home from war without jobs.
Cheap labor is the reason Republicans fought against unemployment benefits, hoping that rather
than take thetimeto find ajob that they were qualified for, the unemployed and desperate would take
any job at any wage. We are warned against such behavior in James 5:3-4 where herebukestherich,
saying, “You have piled up richesintheselast days. You have not paid any wagesto those who work
inyour fields. Listento their complaints!”

I would like to include a note about abortion. | meet many Christiansthat are aghast to discover
that | am pro-choice. Many even go so far as to list abortion as their only reason for voting for
Republican candidates. | hope that by now | have convinced you that a political party representsfar
too many policies to vote on one single issue. But a Christian need not ignore the question of
reproductive choice in order to vote Democrat. There are several reasons that |, as a Christian,
believe abortion should be kept legal. Firstly, it should be understood that pro-choice does not
equate to pro-abortion. Pro-choice means keeping abortion legal, not necessarily taking advantage
of one'sright to terminate a pregnancy regularly. Keeping abortion legal allows Americansto make
their own personal moral decisions—and allows many American familiesto decide against abortion
on their own, without government interference. Secondly, when abortion wasillegal in most states,
it did not prevent women from ending pregnancies. Many thousands of women died each year in
“back alley” abortions performed illegally inthe United States or by ill-equipped or untrained doctors
in Mexico. If onetruly believes that abortion is asin, then does it make sense as a Christian to be
unmoved by the thought of women dyingin sin? Or isthe Christian view to want those women to live
for the chance to repent of their sinsand cometo the Lord? Jesus did not preach agospel of revenge,
but forgiveness. Another reason to be wary of outlawing abortion is the danger of giving such a
decision over to the government. If somehow the Supreme Court found a way to claim that the
government has acompelling interest in family planning, that expanded governmental role could very
easily go in adifferent direction in the future. If the country in 300 yearsis grossly overpopulated,
the courts could look back on the precedent of deciding family planning decisions in the past and
make abortion mandatory after acouple hastheir first child. Surely thisisan extreme example, but it
does illustrate the dangers of giving a government the right to make personal decisions for its
citizens. Finaly, | amnot only aChristian, | am also an American. AsaChristian, | worship one Lord,
I know one Truth, and | follow the one path to salvation. But asan American, | know that all faiths,
al beliefs, and all paths have equal rights before the law. Anti-abortionists have every right to make
their case and try to persuade their fellow citizens that their view of abortion is the correct one, but
to make that decision for them takes away their dignity and freewill. In anation where abortionis
legal everyone can honor their own beliefs by making their own choices based on their own beliefs.

| am aDemocrat because | believe the party represents my views and beliefs, which are grounded
in my Christian faith. But | must finish by saying that | also believe that the question of politics
should never be too closely linked to that of religion. The danger there is that there can be no
compromising of morals or values, but there must be continual compromising in politics. Although
| find support for my political viewsinthe Bible, | in no way think that Republicans or Independents
or Greensare evil. We areall trying to better the country, we are all trying to live according to our
morals and consciences, and we must never become so polarized that we
start to see each other as enemies. We must be first Christians, then
Americans, and finally Democrats or Republicans-otherwise we are not
moving either the body of Christ or the United Statesin a positive direction.




The Survival of Jesus Teachingsin the3rd Millenium. "°

By Anonymous ><>
The Survival of Jesus Teach-
ingsin the 3rd Millennium

Will the teachings of Jesus
Christ beableto survivethe 3rd
millennium? Jesus emphasized
the actions and teachings of God
by using his life as an example
of God's ways. He was an ex-
act representation of God,
which made him God as well.
Jesus referred to the history of
God in his teachings. He used
the basis of God'steachingsthat
God demonstrated through
Adam, Abraham and David.
Therewere approximately 4000
years between the start of man
up to the time of Christ’s birth.
Then for the last 2000 years
after Christ, the church hasrisen
steadily. So, intotal, that is 6000
years of Jesus' teachings or the
basis of his teachings, which
have become more popular now
then when they first started out
at the beginning 6000 years ago.
So my question is, why
wouldn’t the teachings of Jesus
be able to last into the 3rd mil-
lennium when the basis of his
teachingshave already lasted for
6000 years? In my opinion, |
fully and truly believe that the
teachings of Jesus Christ will
be able to survive well into the
3rd millennium. Now I’m go-
ing to continue by explaining
why | think this, through these
next 3 points. .

Firstly, Jesusat 12 yearsold
was ableto amaze al theteach-
ers of scripture whose biblical
knowledge was nearly perfect.
This is according to Luke
2:46-47 " After three days they
found him in the temple courts,
sitting among the teachers, lis-
tening to them and asking them
guestions. 47 Everyone who
heard him was amazed at hisun-
derstanding and his answers.”
If Jesus' knowledge was able
to amazelearned men then, how
much more could his teachings

inspire us today in this chang-
ingand difficult time? TheBible-
“God’sinfallible Word” iswhat
inspires us today even despite
the fact that it was written so
many years ago. Hebrews
4:12-13 “For the word of God
isliving and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it pen-
etratesevento dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it
judgesthethoughts and attitudes
of the heart. 13 Nothing in all
creation is hidden from God's
sight. Everything is uncovered
and laid bare before the eyes of
him to whom we must give ac-
count”. It applies to the human
heart and experiences just as
much today asit did nearly 2000
years ago. And in saying this,
these days we have many prob-
lems ranging from economic
dealings to violence at an even
greater extent then they were at
the start of man. The Bible was
written especialy for every gen-
eration after Jesus Christ, in-
cluding us. Jesus' teachingsand
experiences were recorded for
the whole purpose of our read-
ingitand applyingit toour lives.

Ay

Poets from every era have been
inspired by the basis of Jesus
teachings and have taken from
the prose of David as well as
many othersinthe bible. For in-
stance, Shakespeare, K eats, and
other famous poets have taken
ideas from what is considered
to be the most beautifully writ-
tenbook inall of history. Mother
Teresa is another example of
someone who was inspired by
the teachings of Jesus. She im-
pacted the whole world and left
alasting impression of thelove
that Jesus has for us through
her actions.
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Secondly,
as we enter
into the next
millennium,
every hu-
man is
searching for love, acceptance,
and security, which are, thethree
major needs of the human soul.
Now imaginefor asecond what
it would be like if all the bad
things that are predicted about
our future were to come true.
We don'’t have to fear about
thesethings because, like | said,
we are all searching for love,
acceptance, and security and we
can find all of these needs
through Jesus and his teach-
ings. Mark 3:34-35 is a great
example of how accepting
Jesus is. “Then he looked at
those seated in a circle around
him and said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! 35
Whoever does God'swill ismy
brother and sister and mother.”
Thisissimply saying that Jesus
accepts everybody as his fam-
ily as long as they believe and
trust in Him. Psalm 46:1-5 is
an excellent verse showing why

we can feel secure with the ba-
sis of Jesus' teachings: 1 “God
is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth give way and
the mountainsfall into the heart
of the sea, 3 though its waters
roar and foam and the moun-
tains quake with their surging.
Selah 4 There is ariver whose
streams make glad the city of
God, the holy place where the
Most High dwells. 5 God is
within her, shewill not fall; God
will help her at break of day. 6
Nationsarein uproar, kingdoms
fall; helifts his voice, the earth

melts.” The Apostle Paul, who
had aunique sal vation experience
and studied Jesus, knew very well
about the love of Jesus which
followed him al hislife until he
wasableto say in Romans8: 38-
39 “For | am convinced that nei-
ther death nor life, neither an-
gels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be ableto separate
us from the love of God that is

salvation, Jesus and his teach-
ings would be the last to go.
J.R. Tolkien? Maybe. James
Bond? Eventually. But the story
and teachings of a
revolutionary hero, never!

Now in conclusion to my
argument on the survival of the
teachings of Jesus Christ inthe
3rdmillennium, I’ d liketo quote
from author Philip Schaff in
1913. :

in Christ Jesusour Lord”. | don’t
think that human needs are ever
going to change in the new mil-
lennium and neither are God's
promises and teachings. Num-
bers 23:19 “God is not a man,
that he should lie, nor a son of
man, that he should change his
mind. Does he speak and then
not act? Does he promise and
not fulfill?” Hebrews 13:8 " Jesus
Christ isthe same yesterday and
today and forever.”

Thirdly, the recorded experi-
ences of Jesus are enough to
make the most amazing book
ever written. Thisisbecausethey
really happened. No other book
or movie ever made has been
able to come in close competi-
tionwith thistruly amazing story
full of love, faith, action, betrayal,
miracles, courage and even
death. Such a plot can intrigue
anyone and meet the challenge
for a story that can arrest the
hearts and minds of the people
of the millennium era and turn
them to their Creator. Of any
book or story to fail in the mil-
lennium, the book about God's

"Jesus of Nazareth, without
money and arms, conquered
more million than Alexander,
Caesar, Mohamed and Napo-
leon; without scienceand learn-
ing he shed morelight onthings
human and divine than all the
philosophersand scholarscom-
bined; without the el oquence of
the school, he spoke words of
life such as were never spo-
ken, nor since, and produced
effects which lie beyond the
reach of orator or poet.

Without writing asingleline, he
has set more pens in motion
and furnished themes for more
sermons, orations, discussions,
works of art, learned volumes,
and sweet songs of praise than
the whole army of great men
of ancient and modern times.

Borninamanger and crucified
as a malefactor, he now con-
trols the destinies of the civi-
lized world and rulesaspiritual
empire which embraces one-
third of the inhabitants of the
globe.”
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Bl-Upcoming EventsFor CampusMinistries

Thursdays9p.m. at Journey Church
3400 W. Main (Old Wal-mart across
from Sooner Mall) Soon to move
location to the Buy for Less
building on 12th and Alameda St.
Brad Baker- College Pastor
(Brad@journeyonline.tv)

L a d d er JourneyChurch 217-8700

: R.U.F.Re-
Bible Stud o
“The Gaspe accorz{ formed Univer-

ing to M oses.” . .
Want to learn how the book S ty Fd I mel D
of Exodus is a shadow of  Wednesday Nights, 9:15 Dale
the Messiah and things to | Tower Lounge, 9th floor
come? From studying the  Teghjng on Song of Solomon:
Book of Exodus, you Wil i Sex and Marriagethis
receive a clearer under- '

semester. Doug www.ouruf.org

Faculty and Staff

will co-host a speaker’'s series
thoughout the school year that is open
to the public. LUNCH- For Faculty
and Staff only Discussion topic: “All
truth is God's truth.” Every other
Tuesday, 12:00 pm, Alma Wilson
Rm., OMU. Contact for more
information mscaperlanda@ou.edu or
kstephenson@ou.edu .

CRUTueﬁday’s Nightsat 9:00pm

at Common Ground (Main &t. &
University)Contact: Shawvn McGrath
at 473-1387. www.oucru.com
shawn.megrath@uscm.org.

| ntelligent Design

standing of the New Tes-
tament. Understand the
book of Revelations Wa a_/ FOUI’]-

through studying Exodus . .
and Jewish Traditions. dat 10N. Vespers -
Tuesday 8:00 p.m.

Jacob’s Ladder Bible
Study meets onThursday :
. Frosh Fell hip Sund 6:30
nights from 7:00 to 8:30. ::SWW; vilvje:/%u l;':q ays
at 1311 Jenkins Ave.. P : ’
wesley@wesleyou.org

Evolution Aware-

LifeStream OUCNristian chi Alpha XA .

Tuesday night, XAlive 8:00-9:30P.M. at Rome
Xl above Papa John’sin Stubbeman Village
Mall. Come check out our new office on the
third floor of the Union/ Conoco L eader ship
Wing Praise God!He hasincreased our meeting
space. We now havethe other sideof Rome Xl
and somemg or renovation hastaken place. Come
checkitout! Greg& Susan Tiffany OU XA Campus
Pastors office- OMU / Conoco Leadership Wing
OUtreach Center - Rome X1 / Stubbeman
Village Mall phone: (405) 325-1377e-mail:
OUXA @aol.com web: www.ou.edu/student/xa

| nter national Student
Fdlowship- | SF

call for new meeting times. Wayne, 413-3713
http://www.ou.edu/student/isf

hess |.D.E.A.

Sept 3 Weds. 7PM Ray Bohlin PhD
molecular & cell biology “TheNatura
limitsto Biologica change.

Sept 17 Weds. 7PM Introto |.D.E.A.

Baptist Student Union

Thursday night Vespers 7PM at 435 W. Boyd
(405) 321-2810 mailbox@oubsu.org
www.oubsu.org

Rev. Brad Humphrey 321-6266

Contact ideaclub@ou.edu

Screwtape Memos. (#1) By MereChristian

To: Wormwood
Cc:
Subject: Collegiate Patients

Your patient could be one of great difficulty,
but if handled properly, you will make sure that he
finishes college worse off spiritually than when he
started. Thereal problem with collegeisthelogic and
reasoning that he might learn. We must avoid him from
learning real logic. Thefirst step isto make sure that
your patient picks a suitable mgjor. One of the worst
tragedies would be for him to enter a major that pro-
motes clear thinking and reasonableness. The best
situation would be to have your student pick a degree
track filled with professors that are definitely on our
side. These professors will rant non-stop and make
unclear hand-waving arguments. The problem is that
some students are smart enough not to fall for it. Tell
me more about the abilities of your student so we can

pick a suitable degree from his University.

There are other ways to help your patient,
even if he does choose a degree program that forces
him to learn proper logic and reasoning. Keep him
busy. If | have said it once, | will say it again: Keep
them busy so they won’'t have time to think about the
Enemy. Most colleges are perfect for this. Get him
involved with a fraternity, which may even provide
extra bonuses because of the well-known low mora
standards of most of the members. If your patient isn’t
the frat type, student government might be your key
but this could backfire. A very dangerous situation is
to let him go to any of the Christian groups on campus.
If it seems that he can’t be deterred from attending
Christian groups, try to aways remind him of his
parents' religion and if he attended another denomina-
tion he would be dishonoring his parents.

Since this is your first assignment, | have
given a few broad instructions to help you out. You

have alot of work to do. Please inform me about your
patient so that we can assure that he keeps away from
the Enemy.

Your Uncle,
Screwtape

[Yes, thisisafurthering of C.S. Lewis famous classic:
Screwtape Letters. Screwtape Lettersis all about one
devil writing to another concerning a “patient.” So
therefore all things that they think are good are prob-
ably bad, and all things evil to them are probably good.
God is often referred to in these memos as the Enemy.
These memos are not trying to be a continuation of
either characters or story, but the name Screwtape is
used becauseit isalready well known. | thought, “Why
create another devil ?’]



God’s Infallible Word?

Most Christians would agree that many
claim the name of Jesus and call themselves
Christians, but do not have arelationship with
Jesus. Some of these even claim that God's
Word isfallible and since God isa God of love,
He will not punish our sin. God's Word isin
fact infallible-Incapable of failing; certain.
Isaiah 55:6-11 says, “ Seek the LORD while he
may be found; call on himwhileheisnear. Let
the wicked forsake hisway and the evil man his
thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD , and he
will have mercyon him, and to our God, for he
will freely pardon. “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts,neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As
the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do
not return to it without watering the earth and making it
bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from
my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what | desire and achieve the purpose for
which | sentit.” Jesuswantsyou to have arelationship
with the Holy God of the Universe, creator of all
things. Though Heisthe God of love, Heisaso aHoly
and righteous judge. Somefeel that God will not judge
sin, but He would not be arighteous judge if He did not.
Jesus paid the price for your sin though, by taking your
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God. Jesussaid, John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth
and the life. No one comesto the Father except through
me.” It is not about religion. It is about relationship.
You can pray for Jesus to be your Lord right now.
Romans 10:9 says, “That if you confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesusis Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will besaved.” The
BeaconOU would encourage you to read the book of
Romansin the New Testament of the Bible. Search for
the answersto the questions that you have. If you have
any questions, or would like to receive a Bible or a
video about the life of Jesus Christ, feel freeto send us
an e-mail at beaconou@ou.edu. If you feel that there
are contradictionsin the Bible, send them to usand we

place. Jesusisthe only way to have arelationship with

will address them. www.ou.edu/beaconou

=« Continued... Tim’s Story: Obedience Made the Difference from. p.2

proclaimed the authority of God’'s Word. The boy who
despised oral book reportsin high school was being trans-
formed into a godly man who unashamedly shared his
loveof Christ.

During one of those summerswhile| preached across
the state, my parents separated and divorced after 33 years
of marriage; our beautiful homewassold. | learned al this
after thefact. The news shook me, but it did not deter me.

From college, | went to Southwestern Seminary. When
my college choral conductor learned | was going to study
the Bible rather than music, he voiced his opposition in
no uncertainterms. “ Tim, you have excelled in composi-
tion, music theory, choral arranging; why are you not pur-
suing music in seminary?’ All | could say was “thisis
what God wants and that is sufficient for me.”

On beginning seminary | waslike adry spongethrown
into a huge lake; | soaked up everything. The Bible be-
came increasing alive to me. Not only was | receiving a
great theological education for afuture ministry | knew
nothing about, | was applying biblical truth to my sexual
brokenness.

Same-sex attractions continued throughout college
and seminary, but to alesser degree. | remained steadfast
inrefusingto givein. Infact, by thistime had told God
“it does not matter if | am ever attracted to a woman as
longas| get You!” That prayer wasamilestone; it did not
matter if | was ever attracted to the opposite sex. What
mattered was becoming adisciple of Jesus Christ.

What Next?

After graduation | was called to a pastorate in my
hometown— asingle man living in afour-bedroom house.
During thistime my father went through aforeclosure on
his home, a separation from his second wife, alcoholism
and near suicide. With all the responsibilities of ayoung
single pastor weighing on my shoulders, | took my father
into the parsonage and tended to him until | could enter
him in an alcohol abuse facility—none of thisknown to my
congregation.

| eventually resigned from that pastorate—disillusioned
and depressed. | cried out to God “what do you want
from me? I’ve lived alife of celibacy for more than ten
years now. |’ ve followed you as closely as | know how.
What do you want from me?”’

God’sDramaticlntervention

| was about to find out! A lady friend from seminary
visited my city. | remember liking her in seminary, but had
never pursued her. We spent several days together. We
were affectionate, nothing else, but that was enough. On
that November day | experienced for thefirst timein my 33
years a dramatic, ecstatic and romantic attraction for the
opposite sex. What had God wanted from me? The faith
to trust Him unreservedly!

| wanted to tell the world what God had done but
couldn’t, for to do so would mean | had to divulge my
past homosexuality.

This lovely lady and | did not marry; today she is
married to awonderful Christian man and they know the
story and are very supportive. (You know who you are.)

Fiveyearslater, on aThursday, September 17, 1992 at
7:19 PM, Lisacameinto my life. Wemet at asingle sevent
and sparks flew—in the best way. Lisa was everything |
longed for—abeautiful godly lady with asmilefrom Heaven.

The Bible
isright!

“Delight
thyself in the
Lord and He
will give you
the desires of
your heart.”
God had been
my delight and
He sent me my
desire...Lisa

Before we
wereengaged, |
sat down with
Lisafor along
talk. “Lisa” |
said, “you need
to know some-
thing about my
past since it
may influence our future.” With a firm voice the words
emerged, “| used to be gay!”

Lisa never wavered in her love for me. Unknown to
the two churches | had served as pastor, | had specifi-
cally studied and preached biblical texts| could apply to
my healing process. Those sermons and exegetical mate-
rial were stacked on the coffee table for her to see.

Lisaand | married August 21, 1993. | was 38. | rgjoice
to say “although I’'m nolonger gay, I’'mthe happiest I' ve
ever been and | owe that to Jesus Christ.”

More than a year later when Lisa and | were con-
vinced | should go public with my testimony, several promi-
nent Christian friends advised against it. One told me
“But it will ruinyour testimony” towhich | replied, “But
this is my testimony.” | was reminded that after Jesus
healed a man from Gadara, Jesus told him “go and tell

. * what great things
- the Lord has done
for you and how
He has had mercy
on you” | have
been doing that
ever since!

On May 5,
2000, God per-
formed another
miracle; He gave
us a lovely baby
girlClareElise. As
the song says,
“God is good, all
the time! And all
the time God is

Tim, Clare,
Lisa & Grace Olivia good’

Addendum: God hasgraciously provided healing within
my family. Mama, now with the Lord, issadly missed; “O
God, | long to hear her sweet voiceagain.” And I will! And
prior to dad's death, we finally became what God had
intended from the very start . . . “father and son.”

WWW.Crossministry.org
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Welcome to OU new students, www.ou.edu/student/xa .

every Tuesday, 8pm
@ Rome XI|

Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship

XA Opportunities this Fall! - throughout the week
Burger Feast & Open House XAlive - every Tuesday, 8pm-9:30

Saturday, Aug 23rd, 6-10pm Xtreme Waorship. Fellowship & Minmistry
XA Cookout & Rome XI1 Open Hse @ Rome XII - 2nd floor Stubbeman Village Mall
FREE Burgers, Fun & Fellowship located above Papa John's Pizza across the street

from Adams Center  Resident Hall

FREE Golf Cart Shuttles
Why walk when you can Ride”
Mon-Friday, 8am-4pm during
Howdy Week (Aug 25-29)
just another way XA serves yOU!

Life Groups
More than just Bible Studies - Students
joining together 1o help you grow in your
relationships with God and each other.
There’s a variety of imes and locations

XA G H.I'IIEDH}’ - Sat, Sﬁpt 13 inorder to fit most students schedules.

OU/Fresno State-Chi Alpha is hosting
900 perspective Sooners and their & more....

families. You are invited to join us : i Y
for the Ultimate Tail-gate Party-BaQ For more information - give us a call or e-mail

& Concert before the game. Call us. Greg & Susan Tiffany - campus pastors

College & Career Retreat Phone: 325-1377
- Fri & Sat - Sept 26-27 e-mail: OU XA@aol.com
@ Adams Mark Hotel in Tulsa www.ou.edu/student/xa

"Litting Up the Litestyle of Chrict on Campus”




