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John 12:46*| have comeinto theworld
asalight, so that no onewho believes
in me should stay in darkness.”

By Rick Rood
TheFact of Non-Christian Reli-
gions

Few facts have become more
evident in our lifetime than the
fact that we live in a pluralistic
world and society. With therapid
increase in the transmission of
information and the ability to
travel on aworldwide scale has
also come an increasing aware-
ness that both our world and so-
ciety contain a multitude of di-
verse and conflicting viewpoints
on many different issues.

Nowhere is this pluralism
more evident than in the realm of
religion. More than ever before,
we are conscious of the exist-
ence of the world’s many reli-
gions-not only the major reli-
gions of Judaism, Islam, Hindu-
ism, and Buddhism, but also a
host of smaller yet enduring reli-
gious movements.

According to the World
Christian Encyclopedia, there
are approximately 1 billion Mus-
lims, over 650 million Hindus, over
300 million Buddhists, over 200
million followersof Chinesefolk
religion, inadditiontotheworld's
1.6 billion nominal Christians.
What is important for us to un-
derstand isthat these figures are
more than statistics in a book or
almanac. They represent real
people; peoplewho areborn, live,
and die every day.

What bringsthisreality home
even more, however, is the fact

that an increasing number of fol-
lowers of non-Christian reli-
gionsareliving in our cities, in
our communities, and in our
neighborhoods. Islamic
mosques and Buddhist and
Hindu worship centers can be
foundin every metropolitan area
of the United States.
Asfollowersof Jesus Chrigt,
what should our attitude be to-
ward non-Chrigtianreligionsand
toward those who embrace
them? Among those who are
seeking to respond to this ques-

tion, three distinct answers can
be heard today. Some are say-
ing that we must acknowledge
that all religions are equally (or
nearly equally) valid aswaysto
approach God. Though there
may be superficial differences
among the world's religions, at
heart they arefundamentally the
same. Often the analogy isused
of peopletaking different paths
up the same mountain, but all
arriving at the samesummit. This
is the viewpoint known as reli-
giouspluralism.

Others, moreanxiousto pre-
serve some sense of uniqueness
for the Christian faith, yet

equally desirous of projecting an
attitude of tolerance and accep-
tance, are committed to the view-
point known as Christian
inclusivism. In their opinion,
though people of another reli-
gious conviction may beignorant
of Christ—or possibly even have
rejected Him—yet because of
their positive response to what
they know about God, or even
due to their efforts to follow the
dictates of their conscience, they
are unknowingly included in the
number of those who are recipi-

ents of Christ's salvation. The
analogy is sometimes used of a
person who receives agift, but is
unaware of who the ultimate giver
of the gift may be.

A third viewpoint isknown as
Christian exclusivism. Thisisthe
viewpoint traditionally held by
the majority of those who accept
the Bible as their authority in
spiritual matters. Itistheview that
though there are indeed truths
and values in many other reli-
gions, there is only one saving
truth, namely the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Thisview ismost naturally
deduced from Jesus' well known
statement: “I am the way, the

truth, and thelife. No one comes
to the Father except by me” (John
14:6).
What should the Christian’s atti-
tude be toward non-Christian re-
ligions and their followers? This
isaquestion becoming more dif-
ficult to ignore. To answer this
guestion accurately and fairly we
must |ook into theway non-Chris-
tian religions began.
TheOrigin of Non-Christian Re-
ligions

There are, of course, what we
might call “naturalistic” explana-

tionsof theorigin of al religions.
Those committed to a naturalis-
tic worldview that deniesthe ex-
istence of God or of asupernatu-
ral realm see all religions as the
product of man’s imagination in
some way. They might say that
religion is the expression of
man'’s fear of the overwhelming
forces of nature, or of his desire
to overcome death. While such
naturalistic factors may indeed
play arolein the development of
some religious sentiments, they
are hardly sufficient to account
for the origin of all religious be-
lief.

From the perspective of one
committed to a supernaturalistic
worldview, and particularly from the
Christian viewpoint, there are sev-
eral elementsthat may have contrib-
uted to the origin of non-Christian
religion. First, wherewefind truthin
non-Christian religion, we must at-
tribute thisto God. He is the source
of al truth. We know that, in the
beginning, the truth about God was
universally known. And it is pos-
sible that remnants of this“original
revelation” have survived in the
memory of peoples around the
world. It is aso possible that some
elements of truth wereimplanted in
some cultures by ancient contact
with God's people, Isradl, with early
Christians, or with portions of the
Scriptures. We know, for example,
that Islam owes a great deal to the
influence of both Judaism and
Christianity due to Mohammed's
early contact with representatives
of both religions.

Second, we must recognize that
where there is falsehood or even a
twisted perspective on thetruth, this
istheresult of man’ssinful naturein
repressing the truth about God. Ro-
mans 1 statesthat man’s natureisto
suppress the truth about God that is
evident to him, and to substitute for
it what Paul calls “futile specula-
tions’” (Rom. 1:21).

m Please see...Do All Roads
Lead to God on p4
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By Rick Thomas

The word church can have
two different meanings. When |
refer to Church, | am referring to
the Body of Christ - those who
trust in Christ, obey the Word of
God, and should have a 24/7 rela-
tionship with Him. When | refer
to churches, | am speaking of
institutions or  denominations
that claim to be Christian congre-
gations. It is possible for one to
be amember of or even aleader of
such an institution or denomina
tion and not be a follower of
Christ.

The statistics from http://
www.cia.gov/cia/publications/

factbook, has recorded that 56 %
of U.S. citizens are Protestant
and 28% are Roman Catholic.
That means that 84% of U.S. citi-
zens claim to know about Christ
or at least identify with an institu-
tion that claims to have a Chris-
tian congregation. Yet, if they
were true “followers of Christ”,
then it certainly would not take
very long for neighboring citi-
zens to meet one of these follow-
ers and hear the Gospel message.
Yet, they have not heard. So the
question is, have churches failed
in preaching the Gospel or have
individuals, which make up the
Body of Christ, failed in living the
Gospel ?

There has recently been a
popular series of TV commercials
about fruit juice, | believe, which
states, “What if 10% was good
enough for everything in life?’.
You then see a father pushing his
son in a soapbox car down a hill.
The car fals apart piece by piece
and leaves the son on the ground
holding the steering wheel in his
hands. For another version of
this commercial asking the same
question, you see a father read-
ing a bedtime story to his daugh-
ter. He reads, “Once upon atime
there was a beautiful princess.
The End” The daughter with a
confused expression looks up at

him.  What if 10% was good
enough for churches? | believe
that a commercial about churches
at 10% would look very much like
the reality we see today. We
would see 10% of the Word of
God being taught mixed with a
bunch of false doctrine that
would manipulate people and
make them feel good at the same
time. Perhaps, we might see 10%
of the Word of God being taught
and twisted to agree with the
current of societal whims of
change- if it feels right or gives
pleasure, then do it even when
“it” is contrary to the Scripture.
—God has changed His mind
about detestable sins. —God's
love overrides His holiness. |
speak as a fool and yet | have
heard phrases with the same
meaning as these come from sin-
cere lips.

| recently spoke with afriend
of mine about such issues and he
sent me this e-mail.

“1 wanted to take some lines to
respond to something you men-
tioned in your last email to me. |
believe there is an interesting un-
dercurrent occurring in the
Church in the US and other west-
ern nations right now, something
that might just be the Spirit of
God preparing a new kind of re-
form movement. A LOT of
people our age are becoming in-
creasingly disillusioned with the
absurd, selfish, shortsighted be-
havior of their churches. We
who are the Church should be the
catalysts of change and hope.
Instead, we have become the
icons of orthodoxy- the Church is
perceived as one more western
ingtitution that is helping to ad-
vance a consumer oriented, ex-
ploitative economic structure
and a reactionary, jingoistic west-
ern nationalism. And, sadly,
frustratingly, this perception is
too often correct.

Amy and | have been making it
areal point to learn how to sup-
port ministries that really make a
difference in a genuinely Christ-
like way.... Why doesn’t

ever get a revelation
about how to reach out to corpo-
rate CEO's, like the guys at
N , and a revelation about
how to usher in a move of God's
Spirit that will end the exploita-

tion of 14 year old Indonesian
girls working in the
N sweatshops? .... May
Truth increase!!”

| give him a hearty amen.
When you turn on the TV you
see churches and leaders so
wrapped up in themselves that
thereisno room for God. In other
churches that have conformed to
this world rather than the Word
of God, there is no room for God.
That rings a familiar tone doesn’t
it? It is quite possible that the
return of Jesus could be sooner
than we think. When He was
born in this world, there was no
room for Him then either. We
should be aware that satan has
not changed his tactics. He is
still using men and women to
twist the Scripture and cause the
weak to fal. 2 Peter 2:1 “BUT
ALSO [in those days] there arose
false prophets among the people,
just as there will be false teachers
among yourselves, who will sub-
tly and steathily introduce he-
retical doctrines (destructive her-
esies), even denying and dis
owning the Master Who bought
them, bringing upon themselves
swift destruction. 2 And many
will follow their immoral ways
and lascivious doings; because
of them the true Way will be ma-
ligned and defamed. 3 And in
their covetousness (lust, greed)
they will exploit you with false

Survey

(cunning) arguments. From of old
the sentence [of condemnation]
for them has not been idle; their
destruction (eternal misery) has
not been asleep.... 17 These are
springs without water and mists
driven along before a tempest,
for whom is reserved forever the
gloom of darkness. 18 For utter-
ing loud boasts of folly, they be-
guile and lure with lustful desires
of the flesh those who are barely
escaping from them who are
wrongdoers. 19 They promise
them liberty, when they them-
selves are the slaves of depravity
and defilement—for by whatever
anyone is made inferior or worse
or is overcome, to that [person or
thing] he is enslaved.”

As individual Christians,
which make up the Church, that
should shake us and awake us to
what is going on around us. As
disciples of Christ, it is our re-
sponsibility to examine and com-
pare with Scripture what is being
taught in the churches- institu-
tions or denominations in which
we attend. Acts 17:11 “Now the
Bereans were of more noble char-
acter than the Thessalonians, for
they received the message with
great eagerness and examined
the Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true” 2
Corinthians 13:5 “Examine
yourselves to see whether you
are in the faith; test yourselves.

TheFeeblechurchesin the United States

Do you not redlize that Christ
Jesus is in you—unless, of
course, you fail the test? Mat-
thew 7:12 “So in everything, do
to others what you would have
them do to you, for this sums up
the Law and the Prophets. 13
‘Enter through the narrow gate.
For wide is the gate and broad is
the road that leads to destruc-
tion, and many enter through it.
14 But small is the gate and nar-
row the road that leads to life,
and only a few find it.” Is the
road that you are on the broad
common road that everyone else
is on or have you truly given
your life Christ? Last year, | gave
the following survey to my youth
group. | aready knew where they
were at spiritually. The survey
was for them to evaluate them-
selves and hopefully it would re-
veal things to them that they had
forgotten. Read it and examine
yourself. One cannot be forced
to have a desire to minister to
others. This desire must and
does come as an overflow of our
relationship with God. | hope and
pray that the Church of today will
wake up and return to its first
love 100%. Isaiah 26:8 LORD,
we love to obey your laws; our
heart’s desire is to glorify your
Name.

www. biblegateway.com

When was the first time that you remember God being a part of your life?

Have you asked Jesus to be your Lord and Savior?

When was the last time you were aware
of the Holy Spirit’s help and comfort in

your life?

How would you rate your relationship

with Jesus? _ Excellent
erage _ Needs Help
How often do you pray?

__Good __ Av-

How would you rate your time spent in

prayer? _ Excellent
age _ Needs Help

__Good __ Aver-

How often do you read the Bible?
How well do you understand what you
read in the Bible? _ Excellent _ Good

__Average Needs Help

Do you have adesire to learn more and grow in your relationship with Jesus?

What year was your relationship with Jesus the best?
What made that year the best?

If so, when?

Why?




Growing Spiritually

Do you have adesire to know more about God, grow in
your relationship with Christ, or learn more about what
Christians believe? The Bibleisthe primary sourceto turn
to. Here are some favorite internet links of mine that may
help in your personal studies. | may not agree with the full
content of the web-sites, but they had some awesome free
resources that | believe would benefit everyone. | know
that you will be amazed by the content of
www.christiananswers.com which has more resources than
| could ever list and they include alot of videos on-line.

WwWw.icr.org , www.ou.edu/css, and www.drdino.cominclude
alot of evolution and creation research.

www.biblegateway.com isasearchable Bible on-linewith a
concordance and many translations available.

WWW.crossministry.org isaministry that reaches out to those
struggling with temptations of homosexuality.

www.cbn.com isaChristian newsweb-site.

www.ag.org is the Assemblies of God web-site which
includesarticleson current issuesin society and the church.

www.livingwaters.com includes Kirk Cameron and Ray
Comfort, ministry stuff, videos, and audio links.

www.higherprai se.com has early church writingsfor freeon-
line. You can get afree CD with churchreformerswritingsat
this ministry’s website: www.FreeBibleSoftware.com
or by calling 1-866-66-BIBLE.
www.ou.edu/beaconou has all of the past editions of the
BeaconOU on-line, information about future events, and web
links to other campus ministries. May Truth Increase!!!
Info about the Witness Lee group known as “Christians on

Campus” http://www.apologeticsindex.org/n01.html
http://www.contendingforthefaith.com/

L ettersto the Editor
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Our web-site is looking

awesome. You can find us
at www.ou.edu/beaconou .
All of the past issues of the
BeaconOU are there plus
some information about
some future events we plan
to have on campus. The let-
ters to the Editor is my favor-
ite section of every newspa-
per that | read. We love to
hear from our readers. Re-
member, all letters to the
Editor may be reprinted in a
latter editon of the
BeaconOU unless specific re-
guest is made by the sender
not to publish their letter.
You may notice in this issue
we have started a section
called “God’s infallible
Word” If you think that there
are contradictions in the
Bible or have questions about
it, send them to us.

Let your opinion be
heard. We are currently
looking for people to help
with funding, distribution,
and advertising. Send your
letters to beaconou@ou.edu
Rick Thomas, Editor.

Dear Editor,

| was very surprised that you
were dabbling in palitics. | think
you definitely could’ ve done bet-
ter onfinding a Republican writer.
The Democrat writer’s argument
was interesting. In short, she
says that she would rather be a
part of apolitical party that mur-
ders unborn children than one
which taxes grown adults. We
are talking about money or lives.
Some priorities are definitely out
of line. She statestaxestwice for
her support of being a christian,
“The Democrat Party platform
represents my positions as a
Christian on issues like taxes,
proper handling of the economy,
environmentalism, taxes, and so-
cia issues like healthcare and
equality. Mark 12:41-44 is not
within the context of giving taxes
to the government. The widow
wasgiving to God. Wedon't live
inaTheocracy. | don’t know why
she thought that scripture ap-
plied to government tax. The
progressive tax code is a great
idea though and | am in support
of it.

Beacon OU isan official student or ganization on thecampusof OU. Theopinionsexpressed herein
arenot necessarily those of the Univer sity of Oklahomaor itsstudent body. Our main purposeisto
sharethegenuinelove of God to the campuswhile providing newsfrom a Christian per spective.
Our personal relationship with Jesus compelsusto sharethistreasureand the” Truth” with the
world. Our sourceof funding isGod, “Jehovah Jireh”.
heartsto givefinancially in order to support printing. If you would liketo

sponsor an issue of the BeaconOU or a part of an issue, send an e-mail to
beaconou@ou.edu with your intentions. 1f you have an upcoming event that
you think we might be interested in, send us some details. If you have any
guestions, suggestions, lettersto the editor, or opinions about any of the ar- |
ticles, you can contact usat beaconou@ou.edu. Visit our web-siteat www.ou. edu/beaconou It

HisHoly Spirit moveson Hlspeople )

The next scripture that she
chose could actualy be used
against the Democrats in their
stance against having anything
about God, even His people in-
volved in government. Isaiah
3:14-15, “[Y]our housesarefull of
what you have taken from the
poor. You have no right to crush
my people and take advantage of
the poor.” Just visitthe ACLU’s
web-site and you will see exactly
what | am talking about. | agree
with her on environmental issues
and we should be searching for
alternative energy sources.

Anincreasing minimum wage
makes no sense. The lower
income class can never rise or be
rewarded for being agood worker
with anincreasing minimumwage.
For example, Joegot ajobin 1990
whentheminimumwagewas$3.35
an hour. After working for ayear,
he was rewarded with a 50 cent
raise. Minmumwageisraisedto
$4.00 an hour and now Joe again
isgetting paid the same asanyone
entering the workforce.  Since
employers are governmentally
required to raise the minimum
wage, they make up for the lose

includesinfor mation about our or ganization, upcoming plansto show spiritually educational films,
and all of thepast issuesonline. PraiseGod!! Wehavetheright toprint or not toprint any article
submitted . President: Rick Thomas. Vice- President: Chase Parsons. Secretary: Ashley Gibson.
Treasurer: Ketiesha Brown. All articlesand content Copyright 2003 held by individual authorsor
otherwisethe BeaconOU.
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Third, we cannot deny the in-
fluence of Satan and his demons
ininspiring “ counterfeit” religious
expressions and experiences. For
example, Psalm 106:36-37 states
that those who serve idols offer
sacrifices to demons. The apostle
Paul says the same thing in 1
Corinthians 10:20. Andin hisfirst
letter to Timothy heattributed false
religious teachings to “deceitful
spirits’ (1 Tim. 4:1). In hissecond
letter to the Corinthians, he stated
that Satan “disguises himself as
anange of light” (2 Cor. 11:14) and
that he disguises many of his
agents as “servants of righteous-
ness’ (2 Cor. 11:15). Satan often
promotes what is evil. But he can
just aseasily promote ahigh level
of morality or religion so long asit
discourages people from recogniz-
ing their need for the unmerited
grace of God, expressed through
the death of Jesus Christ.

In summary, non-Christian reli-
gions can (1) represent man’s re-
sponse to the truth about God that
heknows. It can also (2) represent
man’s attempt to suppress the
truth and substitute his own
speculations. Finally, it can (3) rep-
resent the deception of Satan, who
replacesthetruthwith alie.
AreThereMany Waysto God?

Now we must turn our atten-
tion to arelated issue concerning
non-Christian religions, the idea
or attitude called religious plural-
ism. Religious pluralism suggests
that there are only superficial dif-
ferences among the religions and
that these differences are greatly
overshadowed by their similari-
ties. Thus, to this school of
thought all religions share a fun-
damental unity that renders them
equally valid as approaches to
God.

Of course, the most immediate
difficulty posed by religious plu-
ralism for the Christian is that it
compelshimto deny any claimsto
the uniqueness of Christ or of
Chrigtianity.

The claims of the New Testament
that Jesus Christ isthe unique Son
of God and Savior of theworld must
berecast as mere exaggerations of
the early Christians. It is impos-
sible to embrace religious plural-

ism and hold to the authority of
the New Testament when it speaks
of the uniqueness of Christ and of
the salvation He has provided.
Beyond this, however, reli-
gious pluralism significantly un-
derestimates the differences be-
tween the teachings of the vari-
ous religions. This can be seen,
for example, in the differencesbe-
tween Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam,
and Christianity, with regard to
their teaching concerning salva-
tion. In classical Buddhism, the
problem facing humanity is the
suffering caused by desire. Since
whatever man desiresisimperma-
nent, and ultimately leadsto frus-
tration and sorrow, the way to
peaceof mind e
and ultimate
“salvation” is
through the
elimination of
all  desire-
even the de-
siretolivel In
classical Hin-
duism, the
problem fac-
ing humanity
is our being
trappedinthis
illusory, mate-
rial world over
the course of
many lifetimes
primarily due
to our igno-
rance of our
true identity
as fundamen-
tally divine
beings! The solution to our di-
lemmaisour recognition of our true
divinenature. In1slam, man’s prob-
lemishisfailuretoliveby thelaw
of God which has been revealed
through His prophets. The solu-
tionisto commit ourselvesto obey-
ing God's laws, in hope that our
good deedswill outweigh the bad.
In Christianity, the problemissimi-
lar—our rebellion against the will
of God. But the solution is much
different. It isthrough faithin the
sacrifice of Jesusfor our sins, pro-
vided by God's unmerited grace.
From these examples alone, it is
evident that though there may be
superficial similarities among the

world'sreligionsthedifferencesare
fundamental in nature!

Not surprisingly, most plural-
ists are unfazed by these differ-
ences in belief. They emphasize
that in spite of these differences, if
thevariousreligionsfoster acom-
mon “religious experience” or re-
sult in the moral and ethical im-
provement of man, thisis enough
to show that they are valid ways
to God. The problem is that with
regard to “religious experience.”
Even herethere are significant dif-
ferences. And with regard to the
moral and ethical effect of the vari-
ous religions, this is something
impossible for usto measure. For,
as Jesus so strongly emphasized,

morality isas much amatter of the
heart asit isof action. And thisis
something only God can know!

We must conclude, then, that
duetoitsdenial of the uniqueness
of Christ, and to itsfailure to take
seriously the vast differences
among the world’'sreligions, reli-
gious pluralism does not represent
avalid point of view for the Chris-
tian.

AretheFollowersof Other Reli-
gionsRecipientsof Christ’sSal-
vation?

A more subtle and attractive
theory of reaching out to non-
Christians is the concept called
Christian inclusivism. Inclusivists

hold that, though Christ is the
unique Savior, nonetheless
there are many peopleincluded
in His salvation who are igno-
rant of this fact—even follow-
ersof other religions.
Inclusivists generally hold that
Christ’ssalvationisavailableto
those who positively respond to
the truth they have—whether it
be through creation, conscience,
another religion, or some other
means. Such individuals are
sometimes termed anonymous
Christians.

Thereisno question that this
isavery attractive approach to
the problem of world religions.
Inclusivism seeks to widen the
extent of God's
gracewhilestill
preserving a
commitment to
the uniqueness
of Christ. It must
be acknowl-
edged also, that
God could have
arranged things
inthisway if He
had so chosen.
The question is
not, however,
whether
inclusivism is
an attractive
position, or a
logically pos-
sible one, but
whether the
evidence is
convincing that
it is true. And
for the Christian, thismeansthe
evidence of Scripture.

Inclusivistsgenerally recog-
nize this and seek to find sup-
port for their view in Scripture.
Wewill briefly look at one bibli-
cal examplethat isoften used to
support the idea of
inclusivism—the case of
Cornelius the centurion re-
corded in Acts 10.

In this chapter Corneliusis
referred to as“adevout man, . ..
who feared God,” even before
he heard the gospel. Thisis of-
ten pointed to as evidence that
he was an anonymous Christian
before believing in Christ. It

Continued from pg. 1 Do All Roads Lead to God?

must be remembered, however,
that in the next chapter (specifi-
caly inActs11:14), itisclearly
stated that though Corneliuswas
favorably disposed to God hedid
not receive salvation until he
heard and believed in the gos-
pel.
Other examplescould be dis-
cussed. But in each case we
would see that a good deal must
bereadinto (or out of) thetext to
arrive at the conclusion that sal-
vation can come to those who
do not know Christ.

Furthermore, there are clear
statements that it is necessary to
hear and believe in the gospel to
receive salvation. Perhaps the
clearest is Romans 10:17, “So
faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by theword of (or about)
Christ.” Hebrews 9:27 also
strongly suggests that this faith
in Christ must be expressed be-
fore we die: “It is appointed for
men to die once and after this
comesjudgment.”

What then of people, like
Cornelius, who do respond to the
truth they know about God, but
do not yet know of Christ? Is
there no hope for them? Actu-
ally, the case of Cornelius pro-
videsagood illustration of what
seems to be the biblical solution
to this problem. Because he had
responded to what he knew
about God, God saw that he even-
tually received the gospel—in
his case through Peter. But it was
only then that he experienced
Christ’s salvation and the for-
giveness of sins. This principle
was also well summarized in
Jesus' statement: “To him who
has, shall more be given” (Mark
4:25).

Based on our confidence in
the faithfulness of God, we can
be assured that the gospel will
come to all those whom God
knows would be prepared, like
Cornelius, to receiveit. And He
has commissioned usto carry the
message to them!

m Please see...Do All
Roads Lead to God on p7
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by raising prices of products. In the
end Joe has not only lost hisraise for
good work, he now has to pay more
for goods. The job market would be
morecompetitive, if theminimumwage
remained the same. More people
would want to get an education or
acquireajob skill.

The argument about keeping
abortion legal isabsurd. Two wrongs
don't make aright. Abortionismur-
der and selfishness on the part of one
having it done. She states, “Many
thousands of women died each year
in “back alley” abortions performed
illegaly inthe United States or by ill-
equipped or untrained doctors in
Mexico.” Wasit over 50 million lives
lost? No. There should be more
counseling about the risk of having
pre-marital sex. If you sleep around
like alot of the girls | know, you are
probably going to get pregnant.
Then she states, “Another reason to
be wary of outlawing abortion is the
danger of giving such adecision over
to the government. If somehow the
Supreme Court found away to claim
that the government has acompelling
interest in family planning, that ex-
panded governmental role could very
easily goin adifferent directionin the
future. If the country in 300 yearsis
grossly overpopulated, the courts
could look back on the precedent of

deciding family planning decisions
in the past and make abortion man-
datory after a couple has their first
child.” Abortion wasiillegal. Itis
impossible for a Christian to sepa-
rate themself from Christianity.
Other religious people may be able
todothis, butitisnot right. | do not
view Democrats or Republicans as
evil. They both support certain
things that | don’t agree with. |
would rather be neither. Even
though | do not agree completely
with the Republicans, | choose that
party, because it does represent a
stand in favor of things that repre-
sent my Christian views. If | voted
neither party, the party that was less
infavor of my Christian views could
win. | vote not for the lesser evil,
but the most good.
Sincerely,
Christian.

Editor’sresponse,

Thank you for taking the time to
write. | personally feel that itisim-
portant for Christians to take the
time to educate themselves in all
matters of life, including palitics. |
did not actually choose the indi-
vidual writers. | contacted the Col-
lege Republicans and the Young
Democrats and gave them the topic
for thearticles. They wereboth very
cooperative. Christians should vote.

He Was Here
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God walked the earth, yes He was here
He was with us some time ago
Our Father, the Son, the Man so dear
Seeds of goodness He would sow

He came with a purpose and before He was done
Our bond of sin He would sever

To settle a score with the evil one
So his children would be cleansed forever

He did this for you and He did it for me
A debt we can never repay
But the Creator’s love is there for free
From the beginning and day after day

God walked the earth, yes He was here
Amazing grace we were shown
And in knowing Christ Jesus there is nothing to fear
For we know we are never alone

By Rick Thomas

When | becameaChristian, it was
at astreet outreach. | didn’t know
much of the Bible or about God.
They had arock-n-roll band that
played worship music. The pas-
tor had a ponytail and it was a
come as you are, very casual, T-
shirts type service. | sat there as
the pastor started speaking
about histestimony. | really don’t
think that | paid much attention at
that time. He waslifting up Jesus
though, and Jesus said, “When |
am lifted up, | will draw all men
unto me.” | remember sitting
thereand | started to cry. | didn’t
know why. Then | started shak-
ing and my heart wasracing. | felt
tingly. | thought that | was dying
though. | had been to the doctor
previously before this, because |

When | Became a Christian.

had been having blackouts and
nosebleeds. | was scared that |
had free-based too many chemi-
cals in the past or maybe | had
had sex with the wrong girl and
now | had somekind of disease. |
don’t know what it was, really. |
know that over ten years later |
am till clean and healthy and
pure as the night | met Jesus and
He cleansed me. | tried to leave
the service, once my body
started to tremble. | thought, “I
have to get out of here”. | didn’t
know why though. | tried to
stand and my legs buckled. The
next time | went to stand, | no-
ticed that the pastor and every-
one had their heads bowed pray-
ing. He had given an altar call. |
was standing there not able to
move. The associate pastor wasa

former member of the Power
Team. They are big muscle guys
who rip phone books in two and
blow up hot water bottles. | know
it sounds silly, but people come
to see them and their feats of
strength as they preach the Word
of God. Anyway, he putshisarm
around me standing there. |
thought he was going to escort
me out. He looked like a bouncer
with big musclesin atight Black
T-shirt. He walked me to a back
office while asking me if | had
accepted Jesus as my savior.
That was the first time | had
thought that what was happen-
ing with me could be God. |
thought that He must be mad at
me and He istrying to kill me. It
occurred to me though, that Heis
God, if He wanted me dead, He

wouldn’t haveto try. Just zap me. |
listened to the associate pastor
tell me about Jesus and how God
loves me. | was still shaking and
scared, so | asked him what was
going on. He said, “Man, the Holy
Spiritisall over you”. | looked at
the associate pastor and he had a
glow that | will never forget. |
thought to myself, get him off of
me. | was really freaked out. He
asked me again if | had accepted
Jesus. | said | think so. He said,
“Do you want to know for sure?” |
said, “yes’. We prayed and when
we said, “In the name of Jesus,
amen”, | totally stopped shaking.
Thiswasall new tome. | looked at
him and said, “When we said
amen, | totally stopped shaking”.
Hesaid “yeah, isn'tit cool.” | had
asked Jesus to be my Savior and

Lord. That night God became
real to me. My eyes were
opened. | would never see
thingsas| had once seen them. |
had a hunger to know who God
was, so | would study the New
Testament that he had given me
as much as | could. The impor-
tant thing is our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. How can we
know Him without knowing His
Word? We are not still on this
earth just to be with God, but to
bring others to him. Stay fo-
cused on your Lovefor Him and
His Word and you won't go
wrong. John 3:16 “ For God so
loved the world that he gave his
one and only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal
life.”
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B-»Upcoming Events For Campus M nistries

Jacob's LifeStream OUCRhTIStian cpj Alpha XA

Thursdays 9p.m. a Journey Church F acu I ty and Staff Tuesday night, XAlive 8:00-9:30P.M. at Rome

L a d d @ | the old Buy for Less building

on 12th and Alameda st. Will co-host a speaker’'s series XII abovePapaJohn’sin Stubbeman Village
B|b|e StUdy Brad Baker- College Pastor thoughout the school year that isopen Mall. Come check out our new office on the

Brad@journeyonline.tv 217-8700  to the public.

LUNCH- For Faculty third floor of the Union/ Conoco L eader ship

“The Gospel accord- agdogtaff Onll everyl other Mogday, Wing Praise God! He hasincreased our meeting
' Ses.” 12:00 pm, Alma Wilson Rm., OMU - gnace \We now havethe other sideof Rome Xl
Ing to M oses. RUF Rd:orl | |aj and prayer in the weeks between the »

A Messianic Bible Study in

and somemgj or renovation hastaken place. Come

discussion mesti ngs. Contact for more checkit out! GrqJ & SJS&]TIffa"ly OU XA Campus

the Book of Genesis. I I _ _
Jacob’s L adder Bible Study U niversit y information, kstephenson@ou.edu. Pastorsoffice- OMU / Conoco L eadership Wing

meets onThursday nights F el I OWS h | p ] ntel“gent Deg gn OUtreach Center - Rome XI1 / Stubbeman

from 7:00 to 8:30. at 1311

Village Mall phone: (405) 325-1377e-mail:

Jenkins Ave. on the corner  \wednesday Nights, 9:15 Dae EVvOlUtion Aware- OUXA@aol.com web: www.ou.edu/student/xa

of Lindsey and Jenkinsun-

) Hall Tower Lounge, 9th floor
der Padthai.

Teaching on Song of Solomon: N @SS
Dating, Sex and Marriage this ot 1t

|.D.E.A. | nternational Student

Wednesday 7PM

CRU ryesgay s = DXommanian  ThecansianBioson Fellowship- | SF

Nights at 9:00pm at

Common Ground (Main W e S | e y

www.ou.edu/css

By Dr. Michael Keas .
ideaclub@ou.edu Meetson Monday nightsat 7:30 PM at Rome

X1l / Stubbeman VillageMall call Wayne,

S. & University)Contact:

srannMccrah a4z, - oundation: Soonea sForChrist

1387. www.0oucr u.com

Vespers - Tuesday 8:00 p.m.

shavnmograh@USIMOg.  Frosh  Fellowship  Sundays Thursday & 7PM

413-3713 _http://www.ou.edu/student/isf

Baptist Student Union

6:30 pm  www.wesleyou.org Worship Service Thursday night Vespers 7PM at 435 W. Boyd
wesley@wesleyou.org 1001 EIm Ave. (405) 321-2810 mailbox@oubsu.org
Rev. Brad Humphrey 321-6266  (405) 321-4474 www.oubsu.org

www.sooner sforchrist.org

The Ultimate Love

By SM.W

Growing up, | had awaysbeen intimidated by thewhole‘Godthing’. Anadl-
powerful being that created everything, that created me. If He wanted He
could strike me dead at any moment. What if | made Him mad? What if | did
something Hedidn't like? He could remove mefrom the earth in aheartbeat.
At times He sure showed His power and Hisanger in the Bible. Heisthe
Creator, the Disciplinarian, and the Master. He must be thisimmense being

who could squash melikean ant. Watch what you say, watch what you do, or
He'll getyou... Sound pretty silly? Not really, alot of peoplein theworld
redlly envison God in thisway. But nothing could be further from thetruth.

If you have children, do you lovethem?How much do you lovethem?Imagine
that lovetimes 6.3 billion. Our Godislove, (1 John 4:16). He created us out of
love. He continued to love us even though weturned from Him, broke hislaws
and ignored Him. He continued to pursue us, asyou would pursue your child
who ran away from home, evenif your child told you he hated you.

Furthermore, He continuesto pursue ustoday.

Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful
God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those
who love him and keep his commands. (Deuteronomy 7:9)

God cannot stand to look upon our sinful nature. But Helovesus so much
that He sent Hisonly Sonto benailed to atreeand diefor us. Jesus' blood
coversthosein the human race, who believein Him and confessHim as
Lord. God does not see our sinful nature anymore because we have been
cleansed. Ashard asthishasawaysbeen for meto understand, it makes
perfect senseif youthink of itintermsof love. TheultimateLoveisthelove
of the Father for Hischildren.

Give thanks to the LORD, for heis good; hislove endures forever.
(Psalm118:29)




God’'s I nfallible Word?

If you fed that there are contradictions in the Bible, send them to us at
beaconou@ou.edu and wewill address them. www.ou.edu/beaconou

In our last edition, we made this
offer to anyone truly interested.
If you have something that you
would like to ask us about the
Bible, we will keep your name
anonymous. True Christians
clam the Word of God to be
infalible. Thereare many people
who have been stumped by
accusations of contradictions
being in the Bible. 2 Peter 3:15

Continued from pg. 4 Do All Roads | ead to God?

spiritual slavery—in need of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

What Should Our Attitude Be
Toward Other Religions?

In the course of this short
discussion we have examined the
attitude of religious pluralism, as
well as that of Christian
inclusivism. The former holds
that all religionsare equally valid.
The latter holds that Christ is the
unique savior, but that His salva-
tion can extend to followers of
other religions. In both cases, we
concluded that the evidence in
support of these views is inad-
equate.

The only remaining option is
the attitude of Christian
exclusivism—the view that bibli-
cal Christianity is true, and that
other religious systems are false.
This is more than implied in nu-
merous biblical statements, such
asinActs4:12: “Andthereis sal-
vation in no one elsg; for thereis
no other name under heaven that
has been given among men, by
which we must be saved.”

This is not to say, however,
that there are no truths at all in
non-Christianreligions. Thereare
certainly moral and ethical truths,
for instance, in Buddhism. In
Buddha's Eightfold Path, he ap-
pealed to his followers to pursue
honesty, charity, and service, and
to abstain from murder and lust.
We should certainly affirm these
ethical truths.

Likewise, therearetheological
truths in other religions—truths
about God that we could equally

“And consider that the long-
suffering of our Lord [His
slowness in avenging wrongs
and judging the world] is
salvation (that which is
conducive to the soul’'s safety),
even as our beloved brother Paul
also wrote to you according to
the spiritual insight given him,
16 Speaking of thisashe doesin
all of hisletters. There are some

affirm. These may be more scarce
in religions such as Buddhism
and Hinduism. But Orthodox Ju-
daism and Islam certainly share
our belief inapersonal Creator—
God, though Christianity is
unique in the monotheistic tradi-
tion with regard to the doctrine
of the Trinity. There are even
truths about Jesus that we share
in common with Muslims—that
Hewasaprophet of God, and the
Messiah, and that He worked
many miracles, though they deny
that He was the Son of God, or
that He died for the sins of the
world.

We can, and should affirm
thesemoral and theological truths
that we sharein common with fol-
lowers of other religions. We
must acknowledge, however, that
in no other religion isany saving
truth to be found. And as men-
tioned earlier, there is no other
religion that presents the human
dilemma, or solution to that di-
lemma, in quite the same way as
doesthe Christian faith. In Chris-

things in those [epistles of Paul]
that are difficult to understand,
which the ignorant and unstable
twist and misconstrue to their
own utter destruction, just as
[they distort and misinterpret]
therest of the Scriptures. 17 Let
me warn you therefore, beloved,
that knowing these things
beforehand, you should be on
your guard, lest you be carried

tianity, the problem is not igno-
rance of our divine nature—asin
Hinduism—nor simply our de-
sire—asin Buddhism. The prob-
lemisour aienation from God and
Hisblessing dueto our failureto
live according to Hiswill—what
theBible callssin. And the solu-
tion is neither in self-discipline,
nor in revised thinking, nor even
inmoral effort. The solution lies
inthe grace of God, expressedin
His provision of His Son, Jesus
Christ, as a sacrifice for our sin.
Salvation is not something we
achieve; it is something we re-
ceive.

It is clear, then, that though
there are superficial similarities
among theworld'sreligions, there
arefundamenta differences. And
the most important differenceis
the person and work of Christ.
What should our attitude be to-
ward followersof other religions?
It is important for us to distin-
guish our attitude toward non-
Christian religions from our atti-
tude toward followers of those
religions. Though we are to re-
jectthereligion, wearenot tore-
ject them by mistakenly perceiv-
ing them to be “the enemy.” The
biblical injunction isto love our
neighbors as much as we love
ourselves no matter what their
religion. Rather than viewing
them as “the enemy,” we should
see them as “the victims’ of the
enemy who are in need of the
same gracethat hasfreed usfrom

away by the error of lawless and
wicked [persons and] fall from
your own [present] firm condition
[your own steadfastness of
mind].” How will you know if
what is being spoken about the
Scripture is true on not? It is so
important to study the Word of
God for yourself. If al Christians
and especially teachers would do
what Paul commended Timothy
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to do, the world would be a better
place. 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study
and be eager and do your utmost
to present yourself to God
approved (tested by trial), a
workman who has no cause to be
ashamed, correctly analyzing and
accurately dividing [rightly
handling and skillfully teaching]
the Word of Truth”.

www.biblegateway.com

Chuck Norris

© 1999
Probe
Ministries
Interna-
tional
About the
Author
Rick Rood is the former director of
publications at Probe Ministries, and
now serves as ahospital chaplain. He
is a graduate of Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity (B.A., History) and Dallas
Theological Seminary (Th.M.). He
has pursued Ph.D. studies in theol-
ogy at D.T.S. and has served as pas-
tor, been a seminary instructor, and
has worked for a number of yearsin
ministry to international students.
Rick and his wife Polly are the par-
ents of two young adults.

What is Probe?

Probe Ministries is a non-profit
ministry whose mission is to assist
the church in renewing the minds of
believerswith a Christian worldview
and to equip the church to engage the
world for Christ. Probe fulfills this
mission through our Mind Games
conferencesfor youth and adults, our
3 /2 minutedaily radio program, our
extensive Web siteat www.probe.org,
and the ProbeCenter at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.

Further information about Probe’s

materials and ministry may be ob-

tained by contacting us at:

Probe Ministries
1900 Firman Drive, Suite 100
Richardson, TX 75081
(972) 480-0240 FAX(972) 644-
9664

info@probe.org
www.probe.org

Codeof Ethics

*| will develop myself to the
maximum of my potential in all
ways.

*| will forget the mistakes of the
past and press on to greater
achievements.

*| will always bein a positive
frame of mind and convey this
feeling to every person | meet.
*| will continually work at de-
veloping love, happiness, and
loyalty in my family and ac-
knowledge that no other success
can compensate for failurein the
home.

*1 will look for thegood in all
people and make them feel
worthwhile.

*1f I have nothing good to say
about a person, | will say noth-
ing.

*| will give so much time to the
improvement of myself that |
will have no timeto criticize
others.

*1 will be as enthusiastic about
the success of othersas | am
about my own.

*| will maintain an attitude of
open-mindedness toward an-
other person’s viewpoint while
still holding fast to what | know
to be true and honest.

*| will maintain respect for
those in authority and demon-
strate this respect at all times.
*| will alwaysremain loyal to
my country and obey the law of
the land.

*1 will remain highly goal-ori-
ented throughout my life be-
cause that positive attitude
helps myself, my family, and
my country.
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%% Do you want to see more of the BeaconOU on campus?

Send money to help support printing of the newspaper. All of the staff
of the BeaconOU are volunteers. We are currently raising support in order to print our third
Issue of the semester, continue, and extend activities of our organization to include college
showings of spiritually educating films, such as, America’s Godly Heritage, A Nation Adrift,
| consof Evolution , UnlockingtheMystery of L ife, Countdown to Eternity, The M essiah:
Prophecy Fulfilled, Thelndestructible Book, and TheHope. On our web-site, you can click
on the film titles to read about them or watch trailers of the film, www.ou.edu/beaconou . We
are seeking faithful financia contributors that will commit to give $10 per edition. There are

eight editions printed per year. www.ou.edu/beaconou

Monday 7p.m. and 9p.m. October 6th
_Meacham Hall, Union FT
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FREE Movie night
=4 Two showings at
/Y 7p.m. and 9p.m.
| on October 6th

& in Meacham Aud.
co-sponsored

by UPB.

Kirk Brad Chelsea Clarence Gordon Janaya
CAMERON JOHNSON NOBLE GILYARD CURRIE STEPHENS

Read detailsabout themovieor watch thetrailer at http://www.christiananswer s.net/catalog/leftbehind2-vs.html .
You can also buy avideo copy of themoviefor $10 at www.ou.edu/beaconou .




