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Master of Social Work (MSW)

Background of MSW Programs
The profession of Social Work is devoted to the enhancement of human well-being and to the
alleviation of poverty and oppression. These goals are accomplished through the promotion,
restoration, maintenance, and enhancement of the social functioning of individuals, families, groups,
organizations, and communities. The expansion of human service programs and areas of practice
that utilize social work knowledge and skills create a demand for professionally-educated social
workers. Social Work offers a challenging and exciting career for the individual who is motivated to
help others and who has a personal commitment to the advancement of social justice. The MSW at
OU is accredited by the Counsel on Social Work Education (CSWE), the accrediting body for
educational programs in social work.

Social Work education has been a part of the curriculum at the University of Oklahoma since 1917. A
separate School of Social Work was established in 1935. The two-year graduate program was fully
accredited in 1957 and has maintained continuous accreditation.

Mission and Goals
The School of Social Work, through its programs of professional education, research and public
service is dedicated to the enhancement of human well-being and to the alleviation of poverty and
oppression through developing and improving systems of social services, especially public social
services.

The School achieves its mission by preparing skilled social work practitioners who are committed to
practice that includes services to the poor and oppressed, by improving and developing social service
programs, and by promoting professionalism in social work in Oklahoma. To this end, the School
offers two degree programs: an undergraduate major in social work leading to a Bachelor of Arts
(BSW) and a graduate program leading to a Master of Social Work (MSW). The mission and goals of
the school are consistent with those of professional social work education and of the University of
Oklahoma. The Schools’ goals are:

1. To educate skilled social workers who can effectively serve individuals, families, groups,
organizations, and communities;

2. To increase the availability of skilled social work professionals, particularly from minority groups;
3. To develop and strengthen social services through:

A. scholarly activities which elaborate and explicate issues relevant to the enhancement of
human well-being and the alleviation of poverty and oppression;

B. research and evaluation activities aimed at facilitating effective practice and the generation of
knowledge;

C. consultation and leadership to emerging and existing social service programs;
D. continuing education and training;

The School prepares practitioners who will use an integrated combination of knowledge, values and
skills in service to diverse client and community systems. The undergraduate program and the
foundation requirements of the graduate program are based on a generalist model that emphasizes
skills, knowledge, and values basic to all social work practice.



Description of Programs and Program Options
The Master of Social Work (MSW) degree is offered on both the OU-Norman and OU-Tulsa
campuses. The entire program consists of 60 credit hours, which can be completed through various
methods. The first 30 hours of the program are termed the Foundation and the final 30 hours the
Concentration. An outline of choices on how to complete the program can be found below (be sure to
check requirements for admission):

Regular Standing Advanced Standing*
Foundation (First 30 hours)
Completion Options:

Full Time** –1 year
or

Part Time – 2 years or 3 years

Advanced standing students do
not complete foundation
courses—first 30 hours waived

Concentration (Final 30 hours)
Completion Options:

Full Time – 1 Year
or

Part Time – 2 years

Full Time – 1 Year
or

Part Time – 2 years
*Students admitted to Advanced Standing must meet Advanced Standing Admission Requirements as outlined in this
bulletin.
**Completing the Foundation on a full-time basis is not an option at OU-Tulsa.

A student may “mix and match” how they complete their program. For example, a student may
complete their Foundation Part-time, and complete their Concentration Full-time. The Counsel on
Social Work Education requires that the MSW be completed in four years. Without special
permission from the Graduate Coordinator, a student may not take both three years to complete their
Foundation work and two years to complete the Concentration work.

The content of the classes taken during the Foundation is broad and general. The content of the
classes taken during the Concentration is more specific and is geared to the student’s Concentration
choice of either Direct Practice (DP) or Administration and Community Practice (ACP). DP focuses
on social work with individuals, families, and small groups. ACP focuses on social work with large
groups, communities, and organizations.

At present, Advanced Standing students are admitted directly to the Concentration. Hence, the MSW
program for these students comprises 30 credit hours rather than 60.

The School offers a dual Master of Social Work/Master of Public Health degree (MPH). This program,
which customarily takes three years for full-time students to complete, is open only to students in the
ACP concentration (See the “Dual Degree and Related Programs” section for information on other
dual degree possibilities.)

For more information on the different ways to complete the Foundation and the Concentration go to:
http://ou.edu/socialwork/graduate/programformats.htm
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Graduate Admissions Policy

Admission Categories
Students are admitted to one of two MSW programs:*
1. Regular standing (60-credit hour) program or
2. Advanced Standing (30-credit hour) program

Admission Criteria
All students admitted to the graduate program in social work must meet the following requirements:
o Possess a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university. The applicant’s course of

study must include liberal arts content which is broadly defined as coursework in the natural and
social sciences and in the arts and humanities. An introductory (undergraduate or graduate)
course in statistics is a prerequisite course requirement for Social Work Research I (SWK 5083).
Students in the Advanced Standing program do not take SWK 5083, so the statistics requirement
does not apply to them.)

o Meet all admission requirements of the Graduate College. The Graduate College requires that all
students admitted on a non-conditional basis have a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above.
For applicants with no post-baccalaureate coursework, the Graduate College calculates the GPA
based on the last sixty semester credit hours of letter-graded coursework. Where the sixty (60)
credit hours fall within a semester’s work, that whole semester is included in the GPA calculation.
Where an applicant has completed 12 or more hours of graduate work the GPA is based on this
work. Students with a GPA between 2.75 and 2.99 may be considered for conditional admission
by the Graduate College and the School. These students must meet additional requirements
specified by the Graduate College and the School. Student’s with GPA’s below 2.75 are,
generally, not considered for admission. Students may remediate low GPA’s by completing
(subsequent to their bachelors) 12 or more hours of upper division undergraduate work. Students
considering doing so are encouraged to contact the Graduate Coordinator. An exception to the
just-described admissions policy is presented below.
oConditional admission: an exception applies to applicants who have, subsequent to their

bachelor’s degree, completed three years of paid, full-time work (or the equivalent thereof) in
social work or a closely related human services field. Such applicants may be considered for
conditional admission if their GPA, as calculated by the Graduate College, is 2.50 or higher.

o For more information on Graduate College policy, see The University of Oklahoma Graduate
College Bulletin or go to: http://gradweb.ou.edu/.

o The successful applicant is expected to meet the requirements for Ethics and Physical and
Emotional Well-being as presented in the Personal Conduct and Comportment section of this
document (page 12).

Admission to Advanced Standing:
o To be eligible for the Advanced Standing, a student must have completed a bachelor’s degree

in Social Work (BSW) within the past five years from a program accredited by the Council on
Social Work Education (CSWE). Further, their GPA in the final 60 hours of their bachelor’s
degree must be at least 3.0 as calculated by the Graduate College.

General Information regarding Admissions:
o Admission to the MSW program for Regular standing students is for the Fall Semester.
o Admission to Advanced Standing is in the SUMMER. However, Advanced Standing

students are not required to take summer courses and thus may begin their program in the fall.
o The School also accepts transfer applicants from other CSWE-accredited MSW programs.
o Students applying for the dual MSW/MPH (Master in Public Health) must be accepted at both

the OUSSW and the College of Public Health.



Admission Materials and Procedures
In order to have a complete application to the OUSSW MSW program, applicants must direct
application materials to both the University of Oklahoma and to the School of Social Work.

Items that must be submitted in order for your application to be considered complete:
1. The University of Oklahoma Application Materials:

o Application for Admission into The University of Oklahoma Graduate College
o Processing fee (Fee amount depends on program, see below)
o Official undergraduate and graduate (if any) transcripts***

2. School of Social Work Application Materials:
o School of Social Work MSW Application Form
o School of Social Work Graduate Admission Statement
o Professional Resume
o Three recommendation forms from references with which you have had contact in a work,

academic, or volunteer environment. (Examples of appropriate references include former
teacher, supervisor, or social service professional)

o Advanced standing applicants must include an additional recommendation form from the
Dean, Director, or Chair of their undergraduate BSW program.

Applicants should submit or postmark all the above materials by February 1, 2008 or earlier if
possible. Applications received or postmarked by this date receive preference/priority. The School
may accept applications after February 1. It reserves, however, the right to stop receiving
applications at any date of its choosing subsequent to February 1. When February 1 falls on a
weekend day, the date for submission/postmarking is the first Monday after the weekend. Students
are strongly encouraged to submit those materials that go to the University of Oklahoma
(rather than to the School) at least two to three weeks prior to February 1, as this can help
prevent a slowdown in the application process as the application materials make their way through
the various divisions of the University.

Guidelines for all of the above materials can be found online. Print each document off and send it to
the address that corresponds to your FIRST CHOICE of MSW program.
First Choice of
MSW program to
which you are
applying:

Mail University of Oklahoma
Application Materials to:

Mail School of Social Work Application
Materials To:

Norman Campus
Applicants for
Full-Time,
Advanced
Standing, and
MSW Transfers

$40.00 Application
Fee

Office of Admission and Records
1000 Asp Avenue, Room 127
Norman, OK 73019-4076
405-325-2252
http://admissions.ou.edu/admissions
.htm
*Applicants can fill out and submit
the University application form
electronically. This option requires
online credit card payment.

Graduate Admissions
University of Oklahoma
School of Social Work
1005 S. Jenkins, Rhyne Hall
Norman, OK 73019-0475

Ginger Morse
gmorse@ou.edu
405-325-8570

Norman Part-
Time Applicants
(Advanced
Programs/CCE)

College of Continuing Education
1610 Asp Avenue Room 400
Norman, OK 73019-4076
405-325-1232
http://goou.ou.edu

Graduate Admissions
University of Oklahoma
School of Social Work
1005 S. Jenkins, Rhyne Hall
Norman, OK 73019-0475
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$50 Application
Fee

*Applicants can download
application and mail it in, but cannot
submit application or pay online.

Ginger Morse
gmorse@ou.edu
405-325-8570

OU-Tulsa Part-
Time or
Advanced
Standing Part or
Full-Time
Applicants

$40 Application
Fee

OU-Tulsa Office of Admissions
Room 2C11
4502 E. 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-3360
http://www.ou.edu/admrec/AM-
2PG.pdf
* Applicants can fill out and submit
application electronically. This
option requires online credit card
payment.

OU-Tulsa School of Social Work—
Room 3J14
4502 E. 41st Street
Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-3385

Heather Bryson
Heather.bryson@ou.edu
918-660-3385

Graduating from
OU with a
Bachelor’s
Degree?

Application fee waived

***If you are graduating from OU,
apply to The University of Oklahoma
by using this link
http://admissions.ou.edu/AdmGradS
r.html
The fee is waived, and your OU
transcripts will be forwarded
automatically.

Greater detail on the particulars of the application process may be found at
http://ou.edu/socialwork/graduate/admissions.html or in application packets that the School sends
out.



International Admission
Graduate applications and admission credentials from international applicants are processed in the
same manner as described above, with the following additions:
International graduate applicants should use the International Graduate Application.
o Other credentials will usually be required. These are detailed in the international Graduate

Application.
o English proficiency requirements are detailed below:

English Proficiency
o English Proficiency Requirements are discussed in detail on the Admissions and Records Web

site at http://www.ou.edu/admrec/stuabrd.htm#ENGLISHPROFICIENCY.
o Before being admitted to the Graduate College, all applicants for whom English is a second

language must present documentation of proficiency in the English language in one of the
following ways:

1. An official score of at least 550 on the paper-based TOEFL, 213 on the computer-based
TOEFL, or 79 on the iBT TOEFL. (Some graduate programs require a higher score.
Check with the individual department for more specific information.) The score must be
sent directly from the Educational Testing Service. Scores over two years old by the
beginning of the term the student wishes to enter are not acceptable unless the student
has been attending school in the United States since the test date. Information about
the TOEFL is available by writing to TOEFL, Box 899, Princeton, NJ 08541, U.S.A, or
by accessing the TOEFL web site.

2. An official IELTS score of 6.5. (Some graduate programs require a higher score. Check
with the individual department for more specific information.) IELTS is jointly managed
by the British Council, IDP, IELTS Australia, and the University of Cambridge ESOL
Examinations. Information about the IELTS is available at IELTS .

3. Secondary school work in the United States, including completion of the high school
curricular requirements required for freshman admission.

4. Successful completion of 24 semester hours of college-level coursework, or a
bachelor's degree or higher degree, from an accredited college in the United States or a
country where English is the native language.

5. Attendance at the University's Center for English as a Second Language (CESL) or one
of the other Oklahoma State Regents-approved intensive English language programs in
Oklahoma until a satisfactory level of English proficiency (determined by TOEFL or
IELTS and classroom assessment) is achieved.

o For programs that require a 550/213/79 TOEFL or 6.5 IELTS only, English proficiency can be
established by submitting a TOEFL score of at least 500/173/61 or IELTS score of 5.5 and then
satisfactorily completing 12 weeks intensive English language training at a Regents-approved
school immediately prior to beginning regular classes. No college credit is awarded for intensive
English language study.

o Consult the OU Graduate College Bulletin
(http://gradweb.ou.edu/Current/gcBulletin/GCBulletin.pdf ) for greater detail.

Ranking of Candidates
The school seeks mature, emotionally stable individuals with a strong sense of responsibility and
personal integrity. With this in mind, applicants are ranked by the School’s Graduate Admission
Committee through an evaluation and weighing of all admission materials (e.g., admissions
statement, work experience, recommendation forms). In addition to academic performance,
measured primarily by the GPA, the Admissions Committee considers other factors that contribute to
the development of the professional social worker. Formal work experience in the human services,
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particularly in settings that serve public social services clients, is important. Other factors considered
include: volunteer experience in the human services, life experiences and opportunities for personal
growth, leadership, communication and interpersonal relationship skills, problem solving ability, the
ability to work with and respect persons from diverse backgrounds, health and stamina, motivation for
graduate work and a career in social work, and commitment to issues of social justice.

As it makes admission decisions, the Admissions Committee seeks to build a student body composed
of students from varied backgrounds with the potential and desire to work effectively with the varied
client groups that social work serves. Consistent with its affirmative action stance on diversity, the
Admissions Committee will give particular consideration for admission to those students who are
members of special populations or oppressed groups.

Admission Decisions and Different School Programs
The following summarizes the different programs to which applicants are may apply for admission.
With the exception of the full-time 60-hour Foundation option, which is offered only in Norman, the
different programs are offered in both Norman and Tulsa.

1. 60-credit-hour program, full-time Foundation (first 30 hours) (the choice of Concentration, DP
or ACP, and of the format of the Concentration, full-time or part-time, is made as the student
nears completion of the Foundation) – ONLY IN NORMAN

2. 60-credit-hour program, part-time Foundation (first 30 hours) (the choice of Concentration, DP
or ACP, and of the format of the Concentration, full-time or part-time, is made as the student
nears completion of the Foundation)

3. Advanced Standing (30-credit-hour) full-time program with Concentration in Direct Practice*
4. Advanced Standing (30-credit-hour) full-time program with Concentration or Administration

and Community Practice*
5. Advanced Standing (30-credit-hour) part-time program with Concentration in Direct Practice*
6. Advanced Standing (30-credit-hour) part-time program with Concentration in Administration

and Community Practice *

* Only applicants who have graduated from CSWE approved undergraduate programs in the past
five years with a GPA of 3.0 in their final 60 credit hours as calculated by the OU Graduate College
may apply for advanced standing.

If an applicant has completed a full year (all Foundation work; 30 hours) of MSW work at a CSWE-
accredited MSW program, he or she may apply for admission directly into the Concentration. On the
application form, the applicant should select one of the Advanced Standing choices.

In addition to the above options, students may be admitted to the joint MSW/MPH (Master in Public
Health) degree.

Applicants are encouraged to specify a second-choice program in the event that they are not
admitted to their first choice program.

Note to part-time Foundation, 60-credit hour program in Norman applicants:

Students admitted to the 60-credit hour full-time Foundation program complete their entire
MSW program on the “main” campus of OU in Norman. Students admitted to 60-credit hour
part-time Foundation program (in Norman) complete their MSW at two different campuses,
both located in Norman. The Foundation work (done part-time) is completed at the College of
Continuing Education (CCE) in the division of CCE known as Advanced Programs (AP; not to
be confused with Advanced Standing). The CCE campus is located in the south area of OU’s
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Norman campus. CCE is about ½ mile south of the center of the main OU campus (and about
½ mile south of Rhyne Hall where the School of Social Work is located on the “main” campus.
Following completion of the Foundation (first 30 hours), students completing their first year
part-time at CCE matriculate to the main OU Norman campus to complete the Concentration
(final 30 hours). Norman students complete the Concentration on the main campus regardless
of whether they elect to do so part-time or full-time.

In terms of course content and in terms of instructors, the part-time Norman Foundation
program at CCE is identical to the full-time Foundation program on the main campus.
Applicants should recognize that different fee structures apply at CCE and the main campus.
Basically, for in-state students course fees are modestly higher at CCE than on the main
campus. But, on the other hand (as this is written), CCE has no “campus fees” and the
absence of these fees compensates for the higher tuition.

For out-of-state students, CCE tuition is less than that on the main campus (and less than that
at OU-Tulsa). The student in the part-time program at CCE who works during their two years
at CCE could potentially become eligible for in-state tuition when s/he matriculates to the main
campus to complete her/his final year. (There is certainly no guarantee of this and
determination of tuition status is beyond the scope of the School.)
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Personal Conduct and Comportment

Ethics
The School of Social Work fully subscribes to and is guided by the NASW Code of Ethics
(http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.asp). Social work program students are expected to
demonstrate professional behavior which reflects a commitment to the ethics of the social work
profession as exemplified in the Code of Ethics. Behavior and statements contrary to these ethics
may be cause for denial of the student’s admission to or the student’s continuance in the School of
Social Work’s programs. Examples of behavior which would warrant a review include, but are not
limited to, derogatory oral or written statements towards students, staff, faculty, agency
representatives or clients. Derogatory statements concerning racial, ethnic or cultural background,
handicap status, religion, socio-economic background, gender, sexual orientation or other status may
also warrant review.

Physical and Emotional Well-Being
The role of social worker involves working with people from a variety of backgrounds and with a wide
range of issues and concerns. It is important that personal issues and/or conditions not interfere with
the social worker’s work, and that the social worker has the emotional, psychological and physical
resources to render effective assistance to clients. Where applicants/students demonstrate behaviors
that suggest that their own personal difficulties are interfering with their ability to carry out the social
work role, they may be denied admission or, once admitted, they may be required to withdraw.
Students/applicants may be required to submit evidence of their physical and emotional well-being
from qualified professionals for consideration of their application, readmission, or continuance in the
program.

Criminal Offenses
Though the School does not require that applicants submit to a background check for possible
criminal offenses, applicants should realize that practicum agencies may require such a check.
Further, applicants should realize that future employers may request a background check and that a
criminal record may disqualify applicants from some social work positions. In addition, the School, as
part of its process of practicum assignments, asks students whether they have a felony conviction (or
non-contested felony) in their background. The School may change its procedures around
background checks in the future



Limits, Transfers, and Exemptions

Time Limit and Readmission
OU Graduate College policies require that all masters students complete their degree requirements
within a five-year period from the time of first admission. When a student withdraws from the School,
they must reapply to the Office of Admissions and Records of the University and to the School. So
long as a student maintains continuous enrollment, regulations applicable during their term of
admission apply. Where degree requirements change during a student’s enrollment, the student may
be extended the opportunity to choose the new requirements.) A student who interrupts enrollment for
one year or longer and is readmitted is subject to regulations in effect at the time of readmission.
Even if readmitted, all required coursework must be completed within the five-year period.

The MSW program is accredited by the Counsel on Social Work Education (CSWE). CSWE requires
that masters students finish their program within four years. Any student whose program may require
more than four years must consult with a graduate coordinator.

Transfer Credit
Students may request that previous graduate level coursework be used as credit towards the MSW
degree. Students seeking a transfer of credit should contact the Graduate Coordinator of the
program in which they are enrolled. The school will accept up to six hours of approved graduate
course credit from another college or university or up to a full first year (30 hours) from a school of
social work accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (for coursework consistent with the
School’s first-year curriculum). These actions are contingent on the approval of the director of the
School and the dean of the Graduate College. Before requesting a transfer of credit please note:

1) The coursework transferred must represent valid graduate credit from an institution accredited
to offer work at the master’s degree level and willing to accept such credit toward its own
master’s degree. Undergraduate coursework cannot be used for graduate credit.

2) Credit hours presented and counted toward a already completed master’s degree may be not
applied toward the OU MSW degree.

3) The credit must carry a grade of ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘S’ (Satisfactory).
4) The credit must not be more than five years old at the time that the student’s graduate program

begins.
5) Credit for coursework transferred must be applicable to and congruent with the educational

mission and objectives of the School.
6) Credit hours earned by correspondence courses, workshops, seminars and other similar

continuing education offerings do not count as transfer credit toward the MSW degree.
7) Practicum course credits earned from other programs or departments outside of the School of

Social Work will not apply to the MSW degree (except for transfer students from other CSWE
accredited MSW programs).

8) Academic credit is not given for life experience or previous work experience.
9) The credit must be approved by the School’s Graduate Coordinator and by the dean of the OU

Graduate College.
10) As a general rule, a transfer of credit will not be approved for ‘core’ or required Social Work

courses.
11)The credit must meet all university and Graduate College requirements. Key Graduate

College policies as presented in the Graduate College Bulletin are on the website:
http://gradweb.ou.edu/docs/info/gcbulletin/Masters.htm
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Exemption from Required Courses
The School seeks to avoid redundancy in coursework. Students who can demonstrate equivalent
coursework may be considered for exemption from the following required Foundation courses.
Where a student is exempted from a required course, they do not earn credit for the course but
instead must take another course, almost always an elective, to earn the needed credit hours.

SWK 5083 Social Work Research Methods I
SWK 5093 Social Work Research Methods II
SWK 5233 Human Behavior: Individuals and Families
SWK 5243 Human Behavior: Groups, Organizations and Communities
SWK 5313 Social Welfare in a Changing World
SWK 5333 Human Diversity and Societal Oppression

Students who wish to be considered for an exemption must notify the Graduate Coordinator’s office at
the school at least two weeks prior to the first meeting of the class for which they seek an exemption.
A copy of the syllabus for the course being considered and a transcript reflecting the student’s grade
in the course, which must be a ‘B’ or better, must be provided for consideration for exemption. In
some instances, an examination of relevant content may be required.

Students wishing to request an exemption should note the following:
1. The substituted course, except in unusual circumstances, must be a Graduate level

course.
2. The course must not be more than five years old at the time that the student’s graduate

program begins.
3. The course must carry a grade of ‘A’, ‘B’ or ‘S’ (Satisfactory).
4. As a general rule, a transfer of credit will not be approved for ‘core’ or required Social Work

courses.
5. The substituted course must be approved by the graduate liaison.
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Master’s Curriculum and Policy

Overview
The School requires that students complete their required Foundation classes (including practicum)
prior to taking required Concentration classes (including practicum). Applicants should recognize that
the graduate curriculum undergoes constant scrutiny and that the precise nature of that curriculum
could change by the time that they enter the program.

University of Oklahoma Graduate College Policy requires that masters students either: 1) complete a
thesis or 2) pass the Comprehensive Exam. In social work, almost all students choose the
Comprehensive Exam. For all non-thesis students, the MSW program has space for two electives.
Though these electives are, formally, part of the Concentration, students may take these electives
during their Foundation or Concentration coursework.

The “Foundation” – first 30 credit hours of the MSW
Go to http://ou.edu/socialwork/graduate/programformats.htm for greater information on the different
formats for the Foundation.

Foundation Objectives
At the conclusion of the Foundation, MSW students will:

1. Apply critical thinking skills within the context of professional social work practice.
2. Understand the value base of the profession and its ethical standards and principles, and

practice accordingly.
3. Practice without discrimination and with respect, knowledge, and skills related to clients’ age,

class, color, culture, disability, ethnicity, family structure, gender, marital status, national origin,
race, religion, sex, and sexual orientation.

4. Understand the forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination and apply strategies
of advocacy and social change that advance social and economic justice.

5. Understand and interpret the history of the social work profession and its contemporary
structures and issues.

6. Apply the knowledge and skills of a generalist social work perspective to practice with systems
of all sizes.

7. Use theoretical frameworks supported by empirical evidence to understand individual
development and behavior across the life span and the interactions among individuals and
between individuals and families, groups, organizations, and communities.

8. Analyze, formulate, and influence social policies.
9. Evaluate research studies, apply research findings to practice, and evaluate their own practice

interventions.
10.Use communication skills differentially across client populations, colleagues, and communities.
11.Use supervision and consultation appropriate to social work practice.
12.Function within the structure of organizations and service delivery systems and seek

necessary organizational change.
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Foundation Courses
The courses that comprise the Foundation curriculum are:

SWK 5083 Social Work Research Methods I
SWK 5103 Generalist Practice with Individuals, Families, and Groups
SWK 5233 Human Behavior: Individuals and Families
SWK 5333 Human Diversity and Societal Oppression
SWK 5413 Social Work Practicum I
SWK 5093 Social Work Research Methods II
SWK 5113 Generalist Practice with Groups, Organizations and Communities
SWK 5243 Human Behavior: Groups, Organizations and Communities
SWK 5313 Social Welfare in a Changing World
SWK 5423 Social Work Practicum II

Completing the Foundation on a Full-time Basis
At present, the Foundation may be taken on a full-time basis at the Norman campus only. Classroom
courses are offered during the day on two days (at present Tuesday and Thursday). In addition to
classroom courses, most students in the full-time Foundation take practicum on the days of the week
during which they are not in class. Taken in this fashion, students are in practicum about 20 hours
per week. As the practicum commences close to the beginning of fall classes, students in the full-time
practicum should recognize that they will be required to engage in some practicum-related activities
(obtaining insurance, planning, etc.) prior to the beginning of class. The School’s Practicum
Coordinators provide this information.

Students taking the full-time Foundation have the option of delaying their practicum until the summer
after their first year. This is a particularly good option (and, indeed, may be required) for students
whose first language is other than English. The following presents a sample curriculum sequence for
students in the full-time Foundation:

Fall Semester: Foundation
SWK 5083 Social Work Research Methods I
SWK 5103 Generalist Practice with Individuals, Families, and Groups
SWK 5233 Human Behavior: Individuals and Families
SWK 5333 Human Diversity and Societal Oppression
SWK 5413 Social Work Practicum I*

Spring Semester: Foundation
SWK 5093 Social Work Research Methods II
SWK 5113 Generalist Practice with Groups, Organizations, and Communities
SWK 5243 Human Behavior: Groups, Organizations, and Communities
SWK 5313 Social Welfare in a Changing World
SWK 5423 Social Work Practicum II*

* Students in full-time Foundation have the option of taking these practica together in the summer
following their first year.
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Completing the Foundation on a Part-time Basis
Students may complete the Foundation part-time in both Norman and Tulsa. The current “typical”
sequencing of the courses follows.

Note: This sequence applies to both the Norman and Tulsa part-time programs (the exact sequence
could change prior to an applicant’s entry into the School) Students may take electives at times other
than those listed here.

Fall Semester of First Year
SWK 5333 Human Diversity and Societal Oppression (3 hours)
SWK 5233 Human Behavior: Individuals and Families (3 hours)

Spring Semester of First Year
SWK 5103 Generalist Practice with Individuals, Families, and Groups (3 hours)
SWK 5243 Human Behavior: Groups, Organizations, and Communities (3 hours)

Summer Semester of First Year
SWK 5XXX Elective (0, 3, or 6 hours -- may delay until first semester of Concentration)

Fall Semester of Second Year
SWK 5113 Generalist Practice with Groups, Organizations and Communities (3)
SWK 5083 Social Work Research Methods I (3 hours)

Spring Semester of Second Year
SWK 5093 Social Work Research Methods II (3 hours)
SWK 5313 Social Welfare in a Changing World (3 hours)

Summer Semester of Second Year
SWK 5413 Social Work Practicum I (mid-May through mid-August) (3 hours)*
SWK 5423 Social Work Practicum II (mid-May through mid-August) (3 hours)*

* See below for options on the practicum.

*The course sequencing above shows the two Foundation practica as being taken in the summer
following the second spring semester. This is the most common format for part-time Foundation
students. There are two other options through which part-time Foundation students may complete
the practicum. One option is for students to take the practica in the fall (5413) and spring (5423) of
their second year second year. The other option is to take these same courses in fall (5413) and
spring (5423) of the third year. Taking the practicum during the fall and spring opens up the second
summer for electives if the student so chooses.

In both Norman and Tulsa part-time, Foundation courses are offered through a weekend option. In
Tulsa only, some of these courses are also offered on weekday nights. The format for part-time
weekend courses in Tulsa is: Friday 1:00 – 5:30 and Saturday 9:00 – 5:00. Each class meets on
four weekends, typically spread out over seven weeks. The format in Norman is similar, but is in the
process of being finalized. As mentioned above, OU-Tulsa also offers weekday night courses. A
typical a weekday night meets one night per week for approximately 3 hours through the course of
the semester (about 15 meetings in all.) At OU-Tulsa, a student completing the Foundation through
the part-time program may, due to enrollment limitations, need to take some courses on week nights
and others on weekends. Students taking their Foundation courses on a part-time basis should
recognize that the precise scheduling of courses can vary.
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A further issue to which students taking part-time Foundation classes should be alert is that
assignments (both reading and actual work) can be due on the first day of class. This is particularly
true for courses offered through the College of Continuing Education (CCE/Advanced Programs) in
Norman. Students taking the Foundation part-time should recognize that, because most of the
courses are offered in sequence, missing a single course can delay the student’s progress in their
MSW program by a full year.

The “Concentration” – the final 30 hours of the MSW

Overview
The Concentration comprises the final 30 credit hours. Students select one of two Concentrations:
Direct Practice (emphasis on individuals, families, and small groups) or Administration and
Community Practice (emphasis on larger groups, organizations, and communities). The
Concentration work may be completed either full-time or part-time. Both Concentrations and both full-
time and part-time program formats for the Concentration are available at Norman and Tulsa.
Advanced Standing students advance directly to the Concentration based on their undergraduate
social work degrees.

Selected Requirements and Comprehensive Exam
Students have the option of completing a Master’s thesis. Most students, however, choose not to do
so. For all non-thesis students, the Concentration comprises 24 required hours – 12 hours of
classroom courses plus 12 hours of practicum – and 6 hours of elective courses. (Some students
may substitute a Directed Readings for an elective.) Requirements for thesis students are presented
below in the “Master’s Thesis Option” section.

In the terminology of the OU Graduate College a graduate student’s final year is termed the
Candidacy Year. MSW students are responsible for submitting a “candidacy form” in the semester
prior to their planned semester of graduation. For students graduating in the spring, the form is due
at the Graduate College by the first Monday in October. For students graduating in the summer the
form is, formally, due by the first Monday in April. However, it is the case that the Graduate College
requires completion of the candidacy form prior to the taking of the Comprehensive Exam. The
School administers this exam in the final spring of the student’s program. Hence, even (non-thesis)
students graduating in the summer must submit their candidacy form by the first Monday in October.
The School’s Graduate Coordinators in Norman and in Tulsa provide guidance to students on the
form. The form requires a signature by the Graduate Coordinator.

Concentration Objectives
The objectives of the Direct Practice Concentration are:

Building on a generalist foundation, students completing the Direct Practice Concentration shall
possess values, knowledge, and skills to function competently in social work direct practice roles. As
evidence of successful accomplishment of the objectives of this concentration, students will be able
to:

1. Apply the knowledge & skills of Advanced Direct social work practice to work with individuals,
families and or groups.

2. Critically analyze & evaluate research studies relevant to advanced direct practice with
individuals, families and or groups.

3. Demonstrate skills in use & understanding of quantitative & qualitative research and its
application to direct social work practice knowledge.
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4. Incorporate evaluations from their own social work practice to move toward a higher level of
practice competence.

5. Use supervision & consultation to protect clients & to advance toward a higher degree of
autonomy & proficiency.

6. Function within the structure of organizations & service delivery systems offering Advanced
direct & culturally competent practice services to individuals, families & groups in the context of
the values & Ethics of the profession.

The objectives of the Administration and Community Practice Concentration are:

Building on a generalist foundation, students completing the School’s Administration and Community
Practice Concentration shall possess values, knowledge, and skills to function competently in social
work administrative and community practice roles. Specifically, each student shall be able to:

1. Apply advanced knowledge and skills relevant to administration and community practice.
2. Evaluate and critically analyze research studies relevant to administration and community

practice and demonstrate skills in quantitative and qualitative research design, data, analysis,
and knowledge dissemination.

3. Conduct evaluations of their own practice interventions and those of other systems.
4. Use supervision and consultation relevant to administration and community practice.
5. Function as administrators and/or community practitioners within the structure of organizations

and service-delivery systems and when indicated, seek necessary organizational change.

Concentration Courses:
Direct Practice Required Courses:

SWK 5503 Advanced Direct Practice with Populations at Risk (3 hours)
SWK 5613 Advanced Group Work (3 hours)
SWK 5623 Advanced Social Work Practice with Families (3 hours)
SWK 5973 Advanced Integrative Seminar for Direct Social Work Practice (3 hours)
SWK 5820 Practicum III (12 hours)

Administration and Community Practice Required Courses:
SWK 5553 Administration in Social Work (3 hours)
SWK 5763 Community Analysis and Organization (3 hours)
SWK 5633 Program Planning and Implementation (3 hours)
SWK 5983 Social Service Monitoring and Evaluation (3 hours)
SWK 5820 Practicum III (Block) (12 hours)

In both Concentrations, the required courses sum to 24 hours. Non-thesis students take 6 hours of
electives to bring the total for the Concentration to 30 hours. Thesis students take 2—6 hours of
thesis credits and additional elective hours (if any) to bring the total to 30 hours. For ACP students
taking the thesis option, SWK 5983 is not required (see Masters Thesis Option section).
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Typical Full-time Concentration Format for Non-thesis students

Full-time Direct Practice Concentration Format

Summer Semester
SWK 5XXX Elective (summer elective is optional; may take one or both electives in fall)

Fall Semester
SWK 5503 Advanced Direct Practice with Populations at Risk(3 hours)
SWK 5613 Advanced Group Work (3 hours)
SWK 5623 Advanced Social Work Practice with Families (3 hours)
SWK 5XXX Elective (fall elective is optional; may take one or both electives in summer)

Spring Semester
SWK 5820 Practicum III (12 hours: *see note below)
SWK 5973 Advanced Integrative Seminar for Direct Social Work Practice (3 hours)

Full-time Administration and Community Practice Concentration Format

Summer Semester
SWK 5XXX Elective (summer elective is optional; may take one or both electives in fall)

Fall Semester
SWK 5553 Administration in Social Work (3 hours)
SWK 5763 Community Analysis and Organization (3 hours)
SWK 5633 Program Planning and Implementation (3 hours)
SWK 5XXX Elective (fall elective is optional; may take one or both electives in summer)

Spring Semester
SWK 5820 Practicum III (“Block”) (12 hours: *see note below)
SWK 5983 Social Service Monitoring and Evaluation (3 hours)

*Note on Concentration Practicum: When taken as a “block” practicum in the spring (the most
common format for the Concentration practicum), the practicum comprises about 36 hours per week.
The practicum may also be taken approximately 18-20 hours per week beginning in the spring and
extending through the summer. Taken in this format, students earn six credits in each semester. The
total hours spent in the practicum setting are the same whether it is taken in the block format or in the
format that extends through the summer.

Go to http://ou.edu/socialwork/graduate/programformats.htm for greater information on the different
formats for the Concentration.
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Typical Part-time Concentration Format for Non-thesis students
Just as is the case for the Foundation, students may complete the Concentration on a part-time basis.
Taken in this fashion, the Concentration takes about two years to complete. The following presents a
typical part-time format that is applicable to both Direct Practice and to Administration and Community
Practice.

Part-time Concentration Format for both DP and ACP students
First Year

Summer
Elective if desired and available

Fall
One (or possibly two) required Concentration Course(s) (may not be Concentration seminar)
Elective if desired and available

Spring
Elective(s) as desired and available

Second Year
Summer

Elective(s) as desired and available
Fall

Remaining required Concentration courses (other than seminar)
Spring

Concentration “Seminar” (DP = 5973; ACP = 5983)
Concentration Practicum (36 hours per week, 6 credit hours) *

Concentration Practicum (18-20 hours per week; 6 credit hours) *

*Note on Concentration practicum: The just-presented format for part-time Concentration students
shows the practicum extending over two semesters (2nd spring, and 3rd summer). Part-time
Concentration students may elect to take their practicum as a 36 hour per week practicum in their
second spring. Doing so, would, in essence, make their 2nd spring a full-time semester (see the full-
time Concentration formats above).
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Practicum
The practicum is an integral part of professional education in social work and is offered in
collaboration with selected agencies and programs throughout the state of Oklahoma. The student is
placed in the social agency under an approved supervisor. Students in the 60-hour programs
complete practica during both their Foundation and Concentration study. Advanced Standing
students complete only the Concentration practicum. The Foundation practicum is generalist in its
nature and related to Foundation content. The Concentration practicum experience is specialized to
the student’s concentration area, Direct Practice or Administration and Community Practice.

Practica are offered in both concurrent and block arrangements. A concurrent practicum sequence
takes place over a two-semester period, typically with alternating days of classroom study. A block
practicum is a full-time (about 35-40 hours per week) practicum placement of one semester.

During the past year, the School has created new flexibility with respect to structure and timing of the
Practicum. Most students who take the Foundation full-time (full-time Foundation is offered only in
Norman) take their practicum in a concurrent format during the fall and spring of their Foundation.
Taken in this format, students are in their practicum setting about 18-20 hours per week on the days
of the week during which their classroom courses do not meet. Students in the full-time Foundation
may elect to do their practicum in a block arrangement during the summer following their first year.
This block practicum runs from about mid-May through mid-August, about 40 hours per week.

Students who take their Foundation on a part-time basis typically take the Foundation practicum in a
block arrangement (as previously described, 40 hours per week, mid-May – mid-August) in their
second summer in the program, following completion of their Foundation classroom courses. Part-
time Foundation students may elect instead to complete their practicum in concurrent format during
the fall and spring of their second year (along with their second year Foundation courses) or during
their third year (subsequent to finishing Foundation classes).

There are two formats for the Concentration Practicum. Most students take this practicum as a 12
credit hour block during the Spring (for students taking the Concentration full-time, this is the first
spring of the Concentration; for students taking the Concentration part-time, it is the second spring).
This practicum involves students working approximately 36 hours per week. The Concentration
practicum may also be taken in a concurrent format, 18-20 hours per week, in the spring and
extending through the summer.

Practicum settings are typically assigned within 50 miles of the student’s campus. Practicum settings
are selected based on their educational merit. Every effort is made to place students in settings that
are consistent with their career goals. The school cannot assure students of placements near their
residence but will work with students in this regard. Students are responsible for their own
transportation to and from the practicum setting, as well as for travel connected with the practicum.

Practicum courses are graded ‘S’ for satisfactory or ‘U’ for unsatisfactory performance. Students
must make satisfactory progress in the practicum in order to continue in the degree program.

Each student is required to present evidence of professional liability insurance coverage. Such
coverage can be arranged through the School of Social Work in collaboration with the National
Association of Social Work. Much more information on the practicum may be found at the School’s
practicum webpage: http://www.ou.edu/socialwork/practicum/
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Dual Degree and Related Programs

MSW/MPH Dual Degree
The School of Social Work and the University of Oklahoma College of Public Health offer a dual
masters degree in social work (MSW) and public health (Master of Public Health, MPH). This dual
degree allows students to complete each degree with a reduction of about 20% in required hours. At
present, the MSW/MPH dual degree is open to ONLY to students who select the Administration and
Community Practice Concentration. (For DP, see below.)

Within the College of Public Health, students enroll in the Department of Health Promotion Sciences.
This department is located at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City,
approximately 20 miles north of Norman. The MSW/MPH is open to students in the full-time, part-
time, and Advanced Standing social work program options. For students attending full-time,
completion of both degrees takes about three years. Part-time program students typically take about
four years. Students in the Advanced Standing option complete the dual program in about two
years. Admission to the MSW/MPH requires acceptance by both social work and public health.
Students in dual degree programs are not awarded either masters degree until both degrees have
been completed. An MSW/MPH program for those who choose the DP concentration is being
studied. Further, as described below, DP students may be able to tailor a “generic” dual MSW/MPH
degree.

Courses offered through the Department of Health Promotion Sciences include: United States Health
Care Systems, Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health, Integrated Public Health Practice,
and Environmental Health. For more detailed information on the program, see the Master’s Program
area of the School’s website at:http://www.ou.edu/socialwork or contact Professor David Moxley at
mailto:david.moxley@ou.edu; (405) 325-0365.

Generic Dual Degrees
The University of Oklahoma allows students to develop individually-designed dual degrees that meet
their own individual educational needs. OU terms these dual degrees “generic dual degrees”.
Typically, students earning generic dual degrees can reduce total degree requirements for both
degrees by as much as 20%. To be admitted to a generic dual degree program, students must be
admitted by both departments involved in the degree. Students must be admitted to both programs
prior to completing 12 credit hours. Neither degree in a dual degree program is awarded formally
until both degrees have been completed. Currently, several social work students are combining their
Masters in Social Work degree with the Masters in Public Administration (MSW/MPA). As mentioned
above, Direct Practice students wanting a dual MSW/MPH may design a generic dual degree in this
area. Contact a Graduate Coordinator Jim Rosenthal in Norman at (jimar@ou.edu; (405) 325-1401
or Julie Miller-Cribbs at jmcribbs@ou.edu (918)-660-3378 with questions about generic dual degrees.
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Child Welfare Professional Enhancement Program
The Child Welfare Professional Enhancement Program provides stipends to selected students who
make a commitment to work in public child welfare. Its web address is:
http://www.ou.edu/socialwork/projects/cwpep/index.html.

The Child Welfare Professional Enhancement Program (CWPEP), in partnership with the Oklahoma
Department of Human Services (OKDHS), offers students the opportunity to make a commitment to
serve Oklahoma families and children at risk of abuse or neglect. Applications are available to all full-
time junior and senior social work undergraduates and to full-time and part-time social work graduate
students at both the Norman and Tulsa programs. The CWPEP also is available to current
OKDHS/Child Welfare employees and to employees of the tribes that have Title IVE agreements with
OKDHS and work in the tribe’s Indian Child Welfare (ICW) program. CWPEP provides financial
assistance to eligible applicants who are accepted into the program and agree to the terms of the
legal contract. CWPEP works with the students in practicum placements within OKDHS/CW or the
tribe’s ICW program. Applicants must be citizens of the United States and have criminal background
and driving records checks. Upon graduation with a BSW or MSW degree, social workers are
employed by OKDHS as CW Specialists or return to the tribe in ICW. Students who do not fulfill the
terms of the contract are required to repay all the funds provided or expended in their behalf. CWPEP
graduates are given priority hiring status by OKDHS upon passing the required State Merit Exam.

CWPEP is a wonderful opportunity for those students seeking a career in public child welfare and
interested in experiencing the challenge of CW social work. For more information contact: Martha
Scales at (405) 325-2907 or (918) 660-3351, or email: mscales@ou.edu.

Interdisciplinary Training Program in Child Abuse and Neglect (ITP)
The Center on Child Abuse and Neglect (CCAN) in the Department of Pediatrics at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center offers a two-semester Interdisciplinary Training Program in Child
Abuse and Neglect (ITP) for advanced students in medicine, dentistry, occupational therapy/physical
therapy, psychology, law, social work, education, public health, nursing, sociology and related
disciplines. Established in 1987, the ITP provides specialized training in clinical practice, prevention,
policy formation, child advocacy, research and administration in the field of child abuse and neglect.
More than 285 U.S. students and seven international students have participated in the ITP program.

Typically, MSW students take the ITP course sequence in their final (concentration) year though
students could, possibly, take it earlier than this. Students may earn up to 6 credits in the ITP
program. Interested students should contact James Rosenthal (jimar@ou.edu; (405) 325-1401) or go
on-line to http://devbehavpeds.ouhsc.edu/itp.asp .

Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities Program (LEND)
Internship
LEND is an interdisciplinary internship training program available to advanced social work graduate
students interested in working with children with disabilities and their families. The School of Social
Work collaborates with the College of Medicine at the Oklahoma University Health Sciences Center to
provide a training stipend each year to one social work student to participate in the LEND program.
This internship is designed to provide specialized training to professionals who work with children
who have, or are at risk of developing, neurodevelopmental disabilities or other similar conditions
such as autism and mental retardation. Social work interns train with 11 other students from medical
and allied health fields.
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The social work stipend is typically awarded to a social work student in their concentration . Students
may earn up to 6 academic credits in the LEND program. Contact Professor Steven Wells at
spwells@ou.edu; (405) 325-1064, for further information. Visit
http://devbehavpeds.ouhsc.edu/lend.asp for more details on LEND.

School Links with Gerontology Programs
The University of Oklahoma has created the Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate and Masters
Programs in Geriatrics/Gerontology in response to the educational needs of professionals preparing
for service to growing aging population. The programs are intended to provide knowledge and skills
needed for students and professionals from various disciplines who work with older adults. OUSSW
provides two electives in gerontology which could potentially apply to both the MSW and
Interdisciplinary programs: Social Gerontology and Social Work Practice in Aging. For information
contact Sandra Edge-Boyd at sedge@ouhsc.edu. For more information about the aging courses at
the OUSSW, go to: http://www.ou.edu/socialwork/projects/aging/.

Scholarships and Financial Aid
The Oklahoma Department of Human Services and other state departments provide financial aid for
some of their employees to attend graduate school. In particular, opportunities are available for DHS
employees in the child welfare field through the CWPEP program (see above). Federal agencies that
administer scholarships for social work students include the Veterans’ Administration and the Bureau
of Indian Affairs. Some Native American students obtain financial support from their tribes.

The School of Social Work administers a limited number of stipends through grant funds and
University scholarships. Partial tuition waivers from the Graduate College assist selected outstanding
students. Materials describing these are distributed to admitted applicants along with other admission
materials. Some practicum agencies award stipends to students placed in their agencies. The
school has a limited number of graduate assistant positions. Some practicum agencies offer
stipends. For financial aid specific to the MSW go to
http://ou.edu/socialwork/graduate/financialaid.htm .

For other information on scholarships, stipends and loans, consult the University of Oklahoma, Office
of Financial Aid Services, Buchanan Hall #216, 1000 Asp. Norman, OK 73019; web address:
www.financialaid.ou.edu
.


