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Geophysical Insights Licenses Seismic Attribute Technology from AASPI 
Consortium at the University of Oklahoma 

 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) Annual Meeting and Conference 
Dallas, Texas, 18 October 2016 
 
The Attribute Assisted Seismic Processing & Interpretation (AASPI) Consortium at the University of 
Oklahoma and Geophysical Insights, headquartered in Houston, Texas, today announce a major 
cooperative agreement.  The initiative is designed to make the research results of the AASPI Consortium 
available to more interpreters across the oil and gas industry.  Per the agreement, Geophysical Insights 
will license AASPI seismic analysis software technology and incorporate the technology in the 
commercial Paradise software platform.  Geophysical Insights will also provide maintenance and support 
services for commercial products built using the AASPI technology that will run on Paradise.  The 
agreement was announced jointly by Dr. Kurt Marfurt, Principal Investigator of the AASPI Consortium, 
and Dr. Tom Smith, President and CEO of Geophysical Insights.   Details follow: 
 
 “We are delighted to work with Tom Smith and the Geophysical Insights team, one of the members of 
the AASPI Consortium, and make available products of our research”, says Dr. Kurt Marfurt.  “Enabling 
consortium members to license and incorporate the results of our research benefits both AASPI 
Consortium members and the industry by increasing access to our technology through commercial 
products like Paradise.  We also anticipate that new insights will be gained as AASPI technology is 
applied more broadly by interpreters working in many geologic settings through commercial software 
products.” 
 
“The outstanding research work done by the AASPI Consortium aligns with our work of applying 
machine learning processes to seismic interpretation via the Paradise platform,” according to Dr. Tom 
Smith.   “Under Dr. Marfurt's leadership, the researchers at the AASPI Consortium are generating world-
class seismic analysis technology, even better than many commercial products on the market.  This is 
particularly true of their large library of robust geometric seismic attributes.  The Paradise platform is 
already a rich statistical analysis workbench.  The addition of AASPI Consortium technology in Paradise 
will place more powerful tools in the hands of interpreters.  The first application of the AASPI technology 
in Paradise will be an expanded library of geometric attributes in the Paradise Attribute Generator. “  
 
About the AASPI Consortium at the University of Oklahoma (OU) 
 
The AASPI Consortium, which is led by Dr. Kurt Marfurt with the University of Oklahoma’s Mewbourne 
College of Earth and Energy, is a world-class research organization whose members include companies 
across many sectors of the oil and gas industry.  Their goal is to serve as a research component for 
independent and intermediate-sized oil and gas companies, domestic North American business units of 
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large companies and national oil companies dealing with imaging subtle structures in land data and shelf 
environments. In exchange for geologic insight, well control, 3D seismic data and consortium funding 
from sponsor companies, they generate and evaluate emerging technologies that can influence costly 
drilling and completion decisions.  

Housing the AASPI Consortium, the Mewbourne College of Earth and Energy at the University of 
Oklahoma consists of the Mewbourne School of Petroleum and Geological Engineering, the 
ConocoPhillips School of Geology and Geophysics and the Oklahoma Geological Survey. The schools are 
consistently rated among the top five petroleum engineering, petroleum geology and geophysics 
programs in the country. 

About Geophysical Insights 

Geophysical Insights was founded in 2008 by Dr. Tom Smith with the vision of applying machine learning 
methods to geologic interpretation to reduce the risk of exploration and the cost of field 
development.  The mission of the business is to develop the next generation of interpretation tools in an 
intuitive, elegant interface that can be used by all interpreters.  Over three years in development, 
Paradise was commercially launched at the Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) Annual 
Convention in 2013 and has seen steady adoption in the industry since its launch.   

Geophysical Insights continues to build capabilities in the Paradise platform, which is proving to reveal 
deeper insights in the seismic response through multi-attribute analysis. Built for large sets of data, 
Paradise is a 'Big Data' solution that easily scales from a single workstation to an enterprise. With 
adaptive algorithms that learn from the data that are enabled by low-cost, high performance computing, 
interpreters are able to extract more information from seismic and well data than would otherwise be 
possible from traditional interpretation tools.    
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