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Instructions: Dissertation fellowships will give Ph.D. students a two-semester release from teaching, at the usual stipend amount, so they can concentrate on their research and writing.  Candidates for a fellowship must be ABD when they submit their application, and they should have already made substantial progress on the dissertation, having completed at least one chapter.  The Graduate Committee may consider exceptional cases where candidates do not have that much written if they have an outstanding prospectus (including an extensively researched bibliography) and a sound rationale for applying, such as a plan for completing archival research early in the project, etc.  The Committee strongly recommends that these candidates consult with the Graduate Director before applying.  Please note that the Committee expects that as a condition of the fellowship, fellows will not take on any additional work during the time of the fellowship; this means, for instance, refraining from doing an additional teaching or research assistantship (within or outside the English Department) or other off-campus work.

The Committee evaluates applications with an eye toward students’ degree of progress on the dissertation, the quality of their prospectus, and the viability of their plan for a schedule of completing chapters (note: on average, good progress on a dissertation entails producing a polished draft of at least one substantial chapter of say, 50 pages every four months).  The Committee will consider only complete applications, which should include:

1. The application cover sheet

2. A prospectus (approx. 10 pages) summarizing the dissertation project

3. An outline of the dissertation’s chapters (each summarized in approx. 20 words), which indicates the chapters already turned in to your director and describes a projected schedule, mutually agreed upon with your director, for completing each remaining chapter

4. A letter of support from your dissertation director, which should address the chapter outline and projected research and writing schedule

5. 1 copy of completed chapter or related writing/research sample
Applications are due by March 1st (for the following fall and spring semesters) or October 1st (for the following spring and fall semesters)
Name: _____________________________________
Date: _____________   

Dissertation Title: _______________________________________________________________

Dissertation Director: ___________________________________________

Date you took your Ph.D. exams: _________________

Number of semesters you have been a PhD GTA including the current semester: ___________

Planned date for defense of the dissertation: _________________

 *****************************
(Office Use)
Director’s Letter Submitted: 
Prospectus 

Chapter Outline & Schedule: 
Committee Decision:  Accept    Deny    Defer Decision

